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“| think my favourite one so far was 
someone who lead off with, ‘Despite the 
presumptuous title.’ He went on to actu- 
ally give it a really good review, which 
was nice, but I'm still trying to figure out 
what he meant by ‘presumptuous.’” — 
Mark Templeton, local laptopist 


UNIVERSITY OF TOBACCO? / 5 

“Don't badmouth science for taking 
money 25 years ago.” —Dr Dean Befus, 
pulmonary medicine researcher and pro- 
fessor 


MONSTER / 30 

“| once told a woman, some old banger 
babe who was with her daughter, that | 
was going to rip her head off and piss 
down her neck if she didn’t shut up. That 
was after we got into it for a bit, but 
maybe it’s just a matter of the right but- 
tons being pushed.” —Nathan Cuckow, 
local outspoken actor 


ARCHANGEL / 39 

“\'m going to emphasize the fact that 
Archangel is a serious film, even though 
it's full of these absurdities and deliber- 
ate frat house excesses.” —William 
Beard, U of A film studies director 
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Roads go to pot 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
his week, mainstream news outlets have been crowing loudly about the 


average Edmontonian's apparently uncontainable outrage over the sorry 

state of the city’s pot-hole riddled streets. And they are, admittedly, pret- 
ty bad: the city’s transportation department estimates that over 400 000 pot 
holes will need to be repaired this year, more than any year in recent memory. 

Road crews are working 24 hours a day to repair the crumbling roads, but 
with only 20 crews (and with the hot job market making the idea of hiring 
more help untenable) the city estimates it will only be able to fix between 
1500 and 2000 potholes a day. 

Drivers interviewed on the evening news or quoted in major dailies are 
incensed, relating anecdotes of blown tires and more severe damage, while 
the idea of compensation from the city for the damage caused by poor road 
conditions has been floated (and, actually, in some cases the city can be held 
partially liable for the cost of repairs, so keep your receipt, I suppose). 

The city has committed to work around the clock until all pot holes are 
repaired, but admits that patching holes is more of a Band-aid solution; in 
reality, many city streets ought to be resurfaced, although that kind of thing 
gets rather expensive, especially considering that building new roads to serv- 
ice new communities will probably remain a priority. 

This is an important point: maybe the reason we can’t keep up with road 
repairs is because we have, well, too many roads. As Edmonton continues to 

sprawl, the amount of roadways per capita increases. 

This is doubly stupid in a place like Edmonton. While a reliance on cars and 
an aversion to public transit are problems any smart city should be trying to 
avoid, in Edmonton we should be even more mindful of reducing the amount 
of pavement needed to move people and goods around as roads don't last 
very long in this climate. 

Recent census data puts Edmonton's metro population at over a million. A 
city this size, with this robust of an economy, should not be having such a diffi- 
cult time maintaining something as basic as a roadway system, even with our 
extreme freeze-thaw cycle. But when you have far, far more roads than your 
population really warrants, thanks to a deeply-ingrained car culture and a 
pathological attraction to sprawling, suburban living, the fact that there’s almost 
one pot hole for every two Edmontonians shouldn't be that surprising. v 
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= LETTERS 


BIDWELL A HERO TO THE COMMON MAN 


| must commend Wwe Weekly on its arti- 
cle about Dr Charles Bidwell (“What is 
this man doing in the dumpster?” Mar 8 
- Mar 14). | believe strongly that this 
information about Dr Bidwell’s environ- 
mental practices could spread to other 
parts of the city and province. My 
thanks for allowing this to be so. 

| would also like to add to the list of 
things that Dr Bidwell actively does for 
the cause of the environment in his 
neighborhood. When | moved to 
Parkallen several years ago (to one of 
the apartments backing Bidwell's house) 
| was looking for a place to compost my 
vegetable refuse. | came across Dr Bid- 
well working in his open backyard, 
where | noticed a healthy-sized compost 
pile. | asked him if he'd mind me 
“adding” to his pile, He said yes and I've 
been using it ever since—! suspect with 
a few other apartment dwellers, as the 
pile is quite large. 

| tell this story only to illustrate to 
other homeowners and apartment/condo 
dwellers what a simpatico relationship 
this is. It allows the persons with no out- 
side space to reduce (sometimes drasti- 
cally) the amount garbage heading to the 
dumpster and the homeowner's garden 
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benefits from the added nutrients of two 
or three people's used veggies. 


THOM GOLUB 


.- AND THE GARBAGE MAN 


| just read the article you wrote about 
Master Composter/Recycler Charles 
Bidwell ("What is this man doing in the 
dumpster?” Mar 8 - Mar 14) and want to 
thank you. 

It's an excellent piece that covers so 
many of the key waste reduction mes- 
sages we try to convey to Edmonton res- 
idents. Charles is truly an inspiration 
and your article reflects that beautifully. 


CONNIE BOYCE 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
CITY OF EDMONTON, WASTE MANAGEMENT BRANCH 


VANCOUVERITE ANGERED ENOUGH TO 
PUT DOWN BONG AND WRITE LETTER 


Regarding your review of the new album 
by Vancouver band Elizabeth (New 
Sounds, Mar 8 - Mar 14), I'm afraid the 
fact is that Vancouver has always been 
superior to Edmonton in the realm of 
producing interesting people—musi- 
cians, writers, artists in general. The 
worst shit to ever come out of Vancou- 
ver is Nickelback and | believe they're 
originally from your neck of the woods. 


There are indeed plenty of dull hip- 
pies, but we can't be faulted for having 
a landscape so beautiful that it attracts 
such characters like flies to honey (like 
all of your friends moving here). 

Elizabeth are basically considered to 
be a joke in their hometown. The article 
in your rag should make it clear why 
(hint: they are cheesy morons). Your 
general aversion to Vancouver music is 
ridiculous in light of the great number of 
universally acclaimed bands from here, 
but made exponentially more inane by 
your describing Elizabeth as being a rare 
case of interesting Vancouverites. 

And as for our hockey representa- 
tives adversely affecting yours, keep in 
mind that the only seasons the Canucks 
were under .500 out of the last 17 or so 
was when king Edmontonian fucker 
Mark Messier came in, robbed them of 
20 million dollars and did jack shit for 
the team. 

Here’s a non-hippie finish to this let- 
ter: Fuck you! 


LAZLO BANES 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 
10303 - 108th Street, Edmonton AB 
T5J 117), by fax (780.426.2889) or by e- 
mail (letters@vueweekly.com). Prefer- 
ence is given to feedback about articles 
published in Vue Weekly. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and clarity. 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray @vueweekly.com 
ddiction specialist and profes- 

sor Charl Els wanted to start a 

project last year within his 
University of Alberta psychiatry 
department, researching causes of 
death for people with long-term men- 
tal illness. 

But his plans collapsed when his 
department chairman could not sign a 
form guaranteeing that the depart- 
ment does not receive tobacco indus- 
try funding, as required by the funding 


cy. 

“| understand that neither your uni- 
versity nor faculty of medicine have a 
policy against receiving funds from 
the tobacco industry or its various 
front organizations,” stated a rejec- 
tion letter from Peter Selby, an agency 
investigator. 

“| hope your department is able to 
articulate their policy, as it is impor- 
tant for Canadian researchers, funders 
and policy makers in the field to be 
aware of prestigious academic institu- 
tions who accept tobacco industry 

But nobody from the university 
could give specific details on who in 
the psychiatry department is receiving 
or has received such money. 

Then acting chair Glen Baker, who 
in 2005 couldn't sign the form, would 
only say it was a university decision, 
referring calls to a U of A lawyer, 
which were unreturned. 

Baker's successor, PJ White, says he 
Was unaware of anyone receiving 
tobacco money in his department. 

“1 would not condone any research 
done by tobacco companies,” White 
said. “Tobacco is directly related to 
chronic illness and death.” 


WHITE MAY ARTICULATE a firm opinion 


on the issue, but the university's 
board of governors is still working on 
a tobacco-use policy. 

The subject came up in the U of A’s 
controversial 2005 decision to accept 
a $1.5-million grant from the US 
Smokeless Tobacco Company. The 
money was granted to Carl Phillips, 
concurrent with him taking an assis- 
tant professor job at the School of 
Public Health. Phillips, a Harvard- 


2 ACADEMIA 


trained epidemiologist from the Uni- 
versity of Texas, advocates for replac- 
ing cigarettes with smokeless tobacco. 

The move prompted an email cam- 
paign within the university asking the 
board to return the grant, facing even 
national and international condemna- 
tion and concern. 

“The University of Alberta's reputa- 
tion has been affected to the extent 
that it has, in national academic 
tobacco control circles (and among 
research funding agencies), been 
referred to as the ‘tobacco universi- 
ty,” stated an internal briefing note. 
Obtained by Vue, the note was sent to 
university president Indira Sama- 
rasekera on the Phillips and Els cases. 

The Alberta Medical Association has 
also passed a resolution urging provin- 
cial post-secondary institutions to 
decline tobacco industry contributions. 

Retired medical professor Anne 
Fanning says she got a call from Doug 
Bettcher, a former Albertan now with 
the World Health Organization in 
Geneva, about the issue. 

“He said ‘this is unconscionable 
that your university is allowing indus- 
try-funded research,’ she said, point- 
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€ U of A really the 
ty of Tobacco?’ 


ing out the WHO position that all 
tobacco forms are addictive. 

“Absolutely, | agree. There’s a 
broad consensus that this is unac- 
ceptable.” 


ELS HAD SPECIFICALLY applied for 
“tobacco use in special populations” 
funding, provided by the federally 
funded Canadian Institute for Health 
Research. 

“The mentally ill population, which 
is disproportionately affected by addic- 
tions, is falling through the cracks, 
while the disease vector (the tobacco 
industry) is reaping millions from their 
illness,” the professor wrote in an arti- 
cle for a psychiatry journal, hinting at 
his research interest. 

“For how long can we overlook the 
fact that almost 50 per cent of tobac- 
co is consumed by the mentally ill, 
that it affects 50 per cent of those suf- 
fering from mental illness, or that it 
kills more than 45 000 Canadians 
annually?” 

Els, who has brought in a half-mil- 
lion dollars worth of research in the 
past from Health Canada, could have 
received a $150 000 grant from the 
CIHR that was denied to him. 

He has since lost out on two more 
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Funding goes up in smoke 


A University of Alberta professor who 
received up to $1 million from a tobac- 
co-industry-sponsored fesearch group, 
Starting more than 20 years ago, says 
he would not apply for that money 
again today. 

“Would | rather get another funder? 
Absolutely, knowing what | know now,” 
said Dean Befus of U of A’s pulmonary 
medicine division. 

But Befus, who is also the Alberta 
Asthma Centre's director, adds that the 
money he took from the US-based Coun- 
cil for Tobacco Research (CTR) helped 
foster work that was valuable, not 
“diversionary.” 

According to the public-relations- 
industry watchdog sourcewatch.com, 
the council was created by the Philip 
Morris tobacco company to find out 
why “smokers frequently got lung can- 
cer, other than the obvious” reasons. 

The council originally funded research 
that looked at whether smokers could 
have been diseased from other factors 
as diverse as their religion or their expe- 
riences in wars, says the website. 

“As each of these research avenues 
failed in turn to produce results that 
would exonerate tobacco ... research 
went into extremely technical aspects 
of genetics or cellular mechanisms of 
cancer—areas that could be explored 
without looking at tobacco's role in cau- 
sation,” reported sourcewatch.com. 

"Many of its research grants had 
nothing at all to do with cancer or dis- 
eases of the heart and respiratory sys- 
tem—the main tobacco-related killers. 
Instead, the CTR funded studies of cell 
biology, developmental biology, genet- 
ics, immunology, neuroscience, pharma- 
cology and virology.” 

A New Jersey judge who presided 
over two tobacco cases called the coun- 
cil “nothing but a hoax created for pub- 
lic-relations purposes, with no intention 
of seeking the truth or publishing it.” 

The organization was shut down in 
1999 as part of a legal settlement 
between the tobacco industry and most 
US state attorneys general. 

Befus said “for sure” the council was 
set up with industry money, by compa- 
nies that were “concerned about cancer 
issues” and “trying to struggle with 
their image. 

“Undoubtedly, they gave money to look 
good tothe public,” said the professor. 

But he adds the council was kept at 
“arm's length” from the industry with inter- 
nationally peer-reviewed research, dis- 
agreeing with any negative descriptions as 
it being a paid-off PR arm of Big Tobacco. 

Two posted “confidential reports” 
from the council's scientific advisory 
board meetings in 1992 and 1993 show 
the professor was recommended to 


of Canada’s most experienced laser eye surgeons. 


receive grants of $75 000 and $81 367 

Another document is an unsuccessful 
1997 request from Befus’s U of A pul- 
monary research group asking for three 
years of funding, starting with an 
$80 000 allocation 

“The original observations were 
funded through a small, non-rene 
pilot grant from the local jung rae 
tion, and to continue the work, funding 
is essential,” wrote Befus in a ‘ater 
identifying himself as the Astra chair in 
asthma research. 

The professor recognized his work 
posted on tobaccodocuments.org 2s 
projects that were done in Calgary and 
before then when he was at Hamilton's 
McMaster University 

“| certainly didn't receive any [fund- 
ing] in Edmonton,” Befus said. He first 
found out about the council when look- 
ing for funding sources for his research 
into pulmonary fibrosis pathology 

“It's not the most common of lung 
diseases,” said Befus 

“\'m certainly not denying any of the 
money. It had nothing to do with tobacco.” 

But anti-tobacco advocates say that 
was the point, claiming the council 
sought scientists who would do “diver- 
sionary research” that would highlight 
non-tobacco-related lung and heart 
diseases. 

“Smoking is a major contributor to 
asthma,” said Les Hagen, executive 
director of Action on Smoking and 
Heath. "[Befus’s] research was not on 
smoking and asthma, oddly enough 

The professor “absolutely” disagrees 
that his work was diversionary, adding 
"My research was not being influenced 

by anything.” 

He doesn’t regret receiving the coun- 
cil funding that he said had a “signifi- 
cant impact” shedding more light on 
subjects like fibrosis, and helping grad 
students. 

While Befus acknowledges that sci- 
entists and medical professionals were 
well aware for decades of tobacco’s 
harm, he adds that there wasn t the 
same public support to curb smoking as 
there is today. 

“The world has changed dramatical- 
ly,” he said. 

Just as politicians have responded to 
this support by passing bylaws restrict- 
ing smoking, Befus points out that aca- 
demic institutions elsewhere in North 
America have refused tobacco funding. 

The professor said he would not 
accept funding today from a body simi- 
lar to the Council for Tobacco Research 
based on “the ethics of where we are, 
plus my own consciousness. 

“Don't badmouth science for taking 
money 25 years ago,” he added. —MUR- 
RAY SINCLAIR / marray@vueweekly.com 
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CHRIS SALTEL if culiattviierntirw 
am having a coffee, sending away 
some important emails and trad- 
ing players on my fantasy hockey 
team, when my elbow accidentally 
knocks over my cup and coffee comes 
tushing at my laptop. All of a sudden 
I’ve tripped some booby trap and | 
spend a moment in peril and disbelief. 
I quickly grab my computer under one 
arm and leap to a table nearby with- 
out hesitation or restraint. 
Not to mention, without cords. 
Wireless internet is becoming an 


. Increasingly popular offering in places 


like cafés and hotels, where the busi- 
ness picks up the tab for the service in 
the hopes of attracting customers, but 
publicly-funded and freely-available 
WiFi networks are springing up in 
major urban centres around the 
world, as well. 

The City of Edmonton is now con- 
sidering blanketing the downtown 
core with a WiFi network of its own. 
The move is seen as part of efforts to 
revitalize the city core and as an 
attempt to bring Edmonton toe-to-toe 
with some of the world’s more metro- 
politan cities, taking the nod from 


places like San Francisco, Philadel- . 


phia, London and Toronto, which 
brought its WiFi system online last fall. 

WiFi is wireless internet access 
broadcasted in the same manner as 
radio or cellular coverage. Most new 
laptops come with necessary hard- 
ware to tune-in to a WiFi signal, and 
there are USB add-ons for the old 


It comes down to the wireless 


<|DOWNTOWN 


ones that don’t. 


THE INITIATIVE IS BEING spearheaded 


by Edmonton's Next Gen Committee. 
Borne out of last year’s Next Gen Task 
Force—a group that was formed by 
City Hall to make recommendations 
on how to make Edmonton a more 
friendly place to live and work for 
young people in hopes of attracting 
more 18- to 40-year-olds to the city 
and to prevent young people growing 
up in Edmonton from leaving for 
opportunities elsewhere—the commit- 
tee is looking at ways to implement 
the recommendations presented to 
city council by the task force last June. 

“The task force had come up with 
some key recommendations; we are 
now at the point of accommodating 


those recommendations,” City Council-~ 


lor and Committee Chair Kim Krushell 
explained, pointing out that Next Gen’s 
purpose is. as a hub for young 
Edmontonians and that she encour- 
ages people to become involved. 

The committee just finished con- 
ducting an online survey to gauge pub- 
lic interest in the idea of WiFi 
throughout the targeted demographic. 
Other cities have developed this new 
infrastructure without much input from 
the community, but Edmonton seems 
to be taking a more democratic 
approach before delving into this unfa- 
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miliar technological E eanenient 

“Next Gen is looking for input,” she 
added, “whether through the online 
survey or blog.” 

While the effectiveness of the sur- 
vey remains to be seen; Kevin 
MacMillen, chair of the WiFi sub-com- 
mittee, is optimistic about its results. 

“It has already had around 100 hits, 
and it’s only been around for a 
month” he said of the survey. 

MacMillen was optimistic about the 
idea of completely blanketing the 
downtown core with access, while 
Krushell noted that a series of strategi- 
cally located “hot spots” would proba- 
bly be more realistic at this point. 

Fellow committee member, Chris- 
tine Causing was quick to add that 
this project would not be ending at 
the fact-finding stage. 

“The survey is very serious,” she 
elaborated. “We have this survey, as 
well as the blog, as well as our meet- 
ings with City of Edmonton's IT 
branch, so there is a lot of communi- 
cation. There is a good momentum 
for this right now.” 

MacMillen is deeply involved in the 
project and has an obvious enthusiasm 
for its development and implementa- 
tion, although questions about which 
private telecommunications company 
or companies will ultimately be con- 
tracted to provide the service will 
remain unanswered for some time. 

“We had a rep from Roger’s Wire- 
less come in and speak with the 
committee,” he admitted, “and we've 
been looking a lot at Verizon's 
WiMax system.” 

The level of involvement of private 
industry is also still up in the air, as is 


-the question of how the system will 


be paid for and by whom. In Toronto, 
for example, the WiFi system is pro- 
vided by Toronto Hydro-Telecom, with 
users paying a subscription fee based 
on the amount of time and usage. 

“It's still being explored,” Causing 
said. “And it is still‘one of the biggest 
questions that remains to be looked 
at.” w. : 
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gwynne@vueweekly.com 


Through 16 years of violent anarchy, most 
of Mogadishu’s population stayed put, but 
in the past few weeks tens of thousands 
have fled. Since Ethiopian troops 
installed the Transitional Federal Govern- 
ment (TFG) in the city in late December, 
the Somali capital’s brief interval of 
peace and security has given way to 
renewed fighting, with the Ethiopian 
invaders replying to mortar attacks on 
their bases with indiscriminate artillery 
fire in the middle of the city. 

Almost all Somalis see Ethiopia as 
their country’s main enemy, and behind 
the Ethiopians they see the United 
States. So when the Union of Islamic 
Courts that restored peace to the ruined 
city last June was forced to flee in late 
December, and US aircraft attacked 
retreating UIC fighters (targeting suspect- 
ed al-Qaeda members, they claimed), 
resistance was inevitable. 

The attacks on the Ethiopians by vari- 
ous Somali factions, some linked to the 
Islamic Courts and some to local warlords 
who returned to the city after the UIC 
was chased out, have grown so frequent 
that most of the TFG’s members have 
withdrawn from Mogadishu back to 
Baidoa, their former “provisional capital.” 
The plan was to replace Ethiopian troops 
with a multi-national African Union force 
as soon as possible, but the first Ugandan 
soldiers to arrive in Mogadishu on Mar 6 
immediately came under fire as well. 

Like his father before him, President 
Bush has authorized a military interven- 
tion in Somalia, and once again it will 
end in tears. But there are two differ- 
ences this time: the younger Bush is com- 
mitting no American troops and there are 
none of the genuinely humanitarian inten- 
tions that motivated the 1992 interven- 
tion. It's just a question of making sure 
that “our guy” runs Somalia. 

“Our guy,” in this case, is Abdullahi 
Yusuf, one of the many warlords to rise 
out of the chaos that has been Somalia 
for the past 16 years. He has long been 
close to the Ethiopians, the only US ally 
in the Horn of Africa, and in 2004 he was 
chosen as president of the TFG by a 
Somali “parliament” meeting in Kenya 
and composed mainly of other warlords 
or their representatives. 

While Washington approved of the 
choice, at that point it did not put much 
effort into helping Abdullahi Yusuf take 
control of Somalia. That all changed after 
June 2006, when a US-backed operation 
by two warlords in Mogadishu, intended 
to capture three men suspected of plan- 
ning the attacks on US embassies in East 
Africa in 1998, went badly wrong. The 
men were not captured and the incident 
triggered a non-violent popular uprising 
that chased all the warlords and their 
troops from the city. 

The organizing force behind the popu- 
lar uprising was the Union of Islamic 
Courts. Funded by local merchants in the 
hope that they could reduce the constant 
robberies and kidnaps that made it 
almost impossible to do business, the 
Islamic Courts quickly grew into a mass 


movement that embodied the longing of 
ordinary Somalis for an end to the vio- 
lence. The peace they brought to 
Mogadishu soon spread over most of 
southern Somalia. 


IT WAS SOMALIS SETTLING their own 
problems—just what all the foreigners 
had been urging them to do for so long— 
but unfortunately they had come up with 
the wrong answer: the courts were 
“Islamic,” and they wanted to enforce 
Sharia law. How else you might persuade 
Somalis to rise above their divisive clan 
loyalties, apart from appealing to their 
shared religious values, was not 
explained, but this solution was clearly 
unacceptable to the US. 

As an amorphous popular movement, 
the UIC had no control over its more loud- 
mouthed supporters, some of whom prat- 
tled freely about unifying all 
Somali-inhabited areas (which would 
mean invading Djibouti, northern Kenya, 
and much of eastern Ethiopia). Some very 


Like his father before 
him, President Bush has 
authorized a military 
intervention in Somalia, 
and once again it 

will end in tears. 


stupid UIC members even insisted on shel- 
tering the three (non-Somali) men whom 
the US wanted in connection with the 
1998 embassy attacks. But the UIC was 
fot a “terrorist organization” and it gave 
southern Somalia six months of peace. 

That's over now. Since the Ethiopians 
took Mogadishu, the violence has 
returned worse than ever, with warlords 
fighting each other to re-establish their 
turf and everybody having a crack at the 
hated Ethiopians—who respond with 
artillery fire. The peace is a memory, and 
the notion that a few thousand African 
Union peacekeepers are going to recreate 
it is a fantasy. (Besides, half of the prom- 
ised 8 000 AU troops have yet to be vol- 
unteered.) 

If Abdullahi Yusuf could bring peace to 
Somalia, with or without the collabora- 
tion of his fellow warlords, it would be a 
lot better than the chaos that prevailed a 
year ago. But it is very unlikely that he 
can do that whether the Ethiopian troops 
go home or not—and it is quite likely that 
they will go home soon, precisely 
because that would maximize the chaos. 
Ethiopia doesn’t want to occupy Somalia 
permanently; it just wants to cripple it. 

The Islamic Courts will go on fighting 
the Ethiopians, Abdullahi Yusuf and the 
other warlords, but they risk becoming 
just one more contender in the unending, 
multi-sided battle for contro! of Somalia. 
They were the country’s best chance for 
an end to the killing, but their moment 
has probably passed. wv 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Vue Weekly. 


AICARDO ACUNA / ualberta.ca/parkland 

it is a rare occurrence when a new piece 
of legislation pleases absolutely no one. 
Yet the Stelmach government achieved 
such a feat last week with the introduc- 
tion of Bill 3: Climate Change and Emis- 
sions Management Amendment Act. 

The Act would force Alberta's one hun- 
dred or so largest emitters (those compa- 
nies that emit over 100 000 tonnes of 
greenhouse gases per year and are jointly 
responsible for about 70 per cent of Alber- 
ta’s industrial emissions) to reduce their 
emissions intensity by 12 per cent by Jul 1, 
2007. Companies unable to meet that tar- 
get will be required by the provincial gov- 
ernment to pay an amount equal to $15 
per every tonne over the target. The money 
would go into a government-administered 


The message is clear: if 
you want to get ahead 
in Alberta you should 
emulate government 
and not demonstrate 
foresight and vision. 


climate change fund, which is expected to 
offset those emissions by investing in pro- 
grams and technology to reduce emissions 
elsewhere in the province. 

For years now, industry groups have 
been supportive of the Tory plan to focus 
on emissions intensity rather than total 
emissions, but they have been asking for 
a clear legislative signal from government 
about targets, timelines and processes. 

Although Bill 3 appears to have deliv- 
ered everything they had been asking for, 
industry groups did not respond happily. 
The Canadian Chemical Producers’ Asso- 
ciation (CCPA), for example, reacted with 
anger at the fact that the bill ignores all 
the work their members have done since 
1982 to reduce the industry's total emis- 
Sions by more than 50 per cent. 

A Mar 9 press release from the CCPA 
States “We started reducing greenhouse 
Gases as a priority in 1992, and are already 
well below Kyoto in this industry. Alberta's 
announcement treats laggards the same 
as the best performers in the world.” 

CCPA's contention appears to be a 
valid one: they have done the work to 
feduce emissions, despite government's 
refusal to act, and now they are being 
punished for it. The message is clear: if 
you want to get ahead in Alberta you 
Should emulate government and not 
demonstrate foresight and vision. 


OTHERS IN THE OIL AND GAS industry 
have loudly criticized Bill 3 for being a 

Carbon tax in disguise” and for setting an 
‘unachievable timeline as a way of using 
industry money to set up the climate 
change fund instead of government dol- 
lars. It has been estimated by the Pembina 
Institute that the emissions payments will 
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Who is Stelmach’s Bill 3 
for? No one, it seems 
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generate some $174 million in the first six 
months, which is about $20 million more 
than the pre-election “green” funding for 
Alberta that Stephen Harper announced 
on the same day last week. 

Bill 3 has also received a rough ride 
from staunch right-wing pundits like Lorne 
Gunter and Don Braid who have historical- 
ly supported the Tories’ smug attitude 
toward the environment and anything that 
might slow down Alberta's oil industry. 
Gunter went as far as implying that Bill 3 
is no better than the type of corporate 
money-grab he believes a federal Liberal 
government would implement—and that’s 
about the worst criticism a right-wing 
Albertan could spew. 

Usually one would expect that if the oil 
and gas industry and right-wing colum- 
nists come out this strongly against a 
piece of environmental legislation, it is 
because the legislation comes down hard 
on business and will ultimately make a 
positive contribution to the environment. 

Unfortunately, that’s not the case with 
Bill 3. The legislation does not call for a 
reduction in total emissions, but rather 
for a 12 per cent cut in emissions intensi- 
ty, which accomplishes two things. — 

First, it ensures that the total level of 
greenhouse gas emissions in Alberta will 
continue to grow. For example, if oilsands 
company~’A" produces 100 kg of emis- 
sions per barrel of oil, and is currently pro- 
ducing 1 000 barrels of oil per day, then its 
total emissions are 106 tonnes per day. 

At current growth rates, company “A” 
will increase its production over the next 
year to approximately 1 250 barrels of oil 
per day. Even if company “A” were to 
meet Bill 3's cap, and reduce emissions 
intensity by 12 per cent to 88 kg of emis- 
sions per barrel of oil, its total emissions 
output in the next year would be 110 
tonnes per day—an increase of 10 per 
cent in total emissions. 

The second thing accomplished by the 
focus on intensity is that it penalizes 
those companies who might choose to 
cut total emissions by reducing produc- 
tion. If our hypothetical company above 
were to cut production to 750 barrels of 
oil per day, it would also cut its real total 
output of greenhouse gases by 25 per 
cent. But because its intensity would still 
be 100 kg per barrel, it would have to pay 
the provincial government for not meeting 
the 12 per cent intensity target. 

In short, Bill 3 would not penalize the 
company that produces more greenhouse 
gases, but it would penalize the company 
that reduces output to cut its emissions. 

The bottom line here is that, with one 
of his first real pieces of legislation as 
Premier, Ed Stelmach has managed to 
anger industry and draw the ire of 
staunch Tory supporters all for a bill 
which accomplishes nothing for the envi- 
ronment. Well done, Mr Stelmach. w 


Ricardo Acufia is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta. 
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-"03211-22007—Weest of High River 


DARREN ZENKO 

dispatch@vueweekly.com 
“Take it from a ryeman / head held high 
and / something something something / 
dah dah dah dah!” 

Wow. Quick reminder, everybody: the 
Smalls were perfect. If there's a better 
driving tape than Waste & Tragedy 
(other than Paul's Boutique, duh) I'd 
rather not know about it; rocking the 
MOPAR deck too hard is a safety con- 
cern, basically driving under the. influ- 
ence. The burbling subterranean river of 
Ryeman’s bassline alone has subliminal- 
ly rock-massaged my foot down to 140. 

Got to slow it down, take it easy; I'm 
driving like I've got a bus to catch, which 
literally makes no sense. Enjoy the fresh- 
ly-thawed browns and tans of this south 
country, blue mountains deceptively dis- 
tant through my windshield, zillions of 
miles of Canada in the rearview. Four 
hours of cruising Highway 2 lie in my 
future, and though that drive's gone tran- 
scendentally tedious over the last few 
months—how many times can even the 
most die-hard Star Trek: Voyager fan find 
a chuckle in the sign that reads “Blackie 
Vulcan”?—this run is special; this time, 
I'm haulin’ dreams. 

They're all in the back, the boxes and 
bundles of a foothills girl making a 
never-in-wildest-dreams relocation to 
Edmonton to be with her man ... me. It 
was enlightening, watching her pack 
that cargo once worrying gave way to 


determined doing; where my moving 
style has traditionally been a hasty 
shovel-and-dump let-God-sort-'em-out- 
affair, all shoddily-taped liquor-store 
boxes with things like “Misc. useful 
objects” and “WIRES (?)” Sharpied on 
their flaps, my girl made each container 
a sacred capsule, clean, dry and sweet- 
smelling, topped with magical memen- 
toes and neatly labeled with whimsical 
bits of collage. Her commitment to 


_beauty unshakeable even in the midst of 


. Her new eyes will be 
mine; maybe we'll 
spend long afternoons 
on private anti-tours, 
secret safaris ... 


moving-day madness. 

That worries me a little, given what 
Edmonton can be and often is—on the 
surface, March-melting Browntown has 
little to offer the eye of the aesthete. 
Sidewalk lakes requiring detours over the 
treacherous crags of dirty plowpiles, your 
shoes fucked either way. All outdoor sur- 
faces, for four months untouched by 
clean water, layered in dingy grit. Shit ... 
now I'm depressing myself... 


BUT THE GREENING is around the cor- 
ner! And with it some wonders, the 
magical vibrations of a winter city com- 


In four years, you can graduate with 
your Bachelor of Arts degree from MacEwan. 


The same small class sizes, affordable 


ing out from under. There'll be plenty of 
time—plenty of Edmonton time—for 
walks and laughs, casual creation and 
sunshiny grins.once April hoses off the 
bus benches. | have a girl, a woman, a 
human, an artist in my hands ... we'll 
find the love in Edmonton's nooks and 
crannies, crooks and grannies. Her new 
eyes will be mine; maybe we'll spend 
long afternoons on private anti-tours, 
secret safaris: 

“If you look to your left, you'll see 
where some bored vandal bricklayer laid 
down his everlasting tag ... over there's 


"a Security-guard booth that looks like a 


robot buried up to its chin ... 15 feet 
above that parking lot is the exact spot 
where | first necked with a girl ... next 
stop, the World's Largest Donair!” 

Red Deer and even Pity the Man with 
the Fast Right Hand's lost its drive the 
fourth time around. Pull into the A&W to 
stretch cramped legs and switch tapes; 
this one’s a fiancée favourite, all coun- 
try and folk, Gram Parsons and Dylan 
and clips of Kris Kistofferson doing Billy - 


‘the Kid for Sam Peckinpah. Road music 


for the home stretch. 

"Mama, take this badge offa me...” 

The sun on my left’s shining saved 
daylight as | get back on the blacktop, 
and my van’s got that Highway 2 smell: 
Husky coffee, regular unleaded, pepper 
jerky and Colts mild. Somewhere under 
all that, there's a hint of homemade 
herbal room spray ... a smiling scent of 
love as | get behind a hurrying oilman 
and let his company truck jackrabbit me 
to my new/old home. w 
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Mark anti-racism day\ 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 

n Mar 21, 1960, South 
Oise police opened fire on 

blacks protesting against 
Apartheid in Sharpeville Township, 
killing 67 and wounding 186. Six 
years later and in response to the 
condemnation and outrage of the 
international community over the 
Sharpeville Massacre, the United 
Nations declared Mar 21 as the Inter- 
national Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination. 

Since 1989, the Department of 
Canadian Heritage has commemo- 
rated the day with its Racism: Stop It 
campaign, with events and demon- 
strations taking place across the 


country. 


Here in Edmonton, the Northern 5 
- Alliance on Race Relations (NAARR) 


has organized this year’s Mar 21 
campaign, its 14th, around the 
theme of “It’s Your Turn—Racism 
Free Alberta,” a philosophy that, 
according to the organization’s press 
release, focuses on “emphasizing the 
importance of individual and com- 
munity responsibility” in combating 
racial discrimination. 


ON MAR 21, NAARR has organized 
what they are calling a Commemora- 
tive Ceremony, which will be held at 
Ross Sheppard High School. Keynote 
speaker His Honour the Lieutenant 
Governor, the Honourable Norman L 
Kwong will talk about his experi- 
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ences growing up in Alberta as a 
Chinese-Canadian, while up-and- 
.coming Edmonton rap group Politic 
Live will provide entertainment 
Admission is free. a 

Two days later, NAARR is hosting 
a fundraiser at the Edmonton Art 
Gallery. Called “Voices for Unity,” 
the event will include cultural per- 
formances and will feature the pres 
entation of two awards. The 
“Anti-Racism Initiative of the Year 
Award” will be presented to the 
most significant anti-racism project 
of 2006 and the “Lifetime Achieve- 
ment Award” will go to an individ- 
ual who has worked to combat 
racism-in the Edmonton area. Tick- 
ets to this event are $15. v 
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Do what you love, and. 
forgiveness will come 


CONNIE HOWARD 
health@vueweekly.com 


{'ve been reminded lately that there are 
many aspects of health that have nothing 
to do with what we put into our mouths. 
The first reminder came with taking in the 
Citadel's production of The Constant Wife. 

In a review of the play published in 
this paper, our reviewer said that, though 
it was witty, smooth and dryly hilarious, 
he was unsure about the play's relevance. 
But | thought it supremely relevant, and 
one of its themes—economic depend- 
ence—is directly linked to health. 

Economic dependence is still a big issue 
for many in our society, particularly women 
who have abandoned careers to raise chil- 
dren and become economically dependent 
in a world that does not yet fully and 
deeply—despite the work of feminists and 
some hard-won progress—believe in fair 
compensation for care-giving roles. 

And economic dependence is a health 
issue, a big one—as big as a solo juggling 
of home, career and children is, and as big 
as living on Twinkies or McDonald's is. 
That's because it creates an environment 
conducive to higher levels of anger. 

The University of Tennessee's Sandra 
Thomas, who conducted the Women’s 
Anger Study in 1993, found three com- 
mon sources of women’s anger—power- 
lessness, injustice and the irresponsibility 
of other people. And those three are not 
only often linked to each other; they are 
often directly linked to economic depend- 
ence and imbalance of power. 

The truism “money is power” applies 
here. Whether you're trying to negotiate 
vacation preferences, an important pur- 
chase or equal sharing of domestic drudg- 
ery and care-giving roles with a mate (or 
a major divorce settlement with an ex), 
unless you're on even economic footing, 
you can be rendered relatively power- 
less—and angry. 

Research has found women to be 
angry and resentful longer than men 
because to hold fast in negotiations and 
avoid the suppressed anger that comes 
with capitulation and feeling strong- 
armed, both parties need to be on equal 
footing. And equal footing is still, despite 
all the efforts of women over the years, 
elusive for many women. 

Difficulty in being assertive when on 
unequal footing is easily illustrated with 
the familiar bully analogy. A child in the 
park being bullied isn't likely going to 
assert herself if the bullies outnumber her, 
or if they have some other form of power 
(“aeeept this treatment if you want what | 
do have to offer you: an invite to the party, 
to hang with the cool kids, etc.”) 


ANGER RESEARCH HAS ALSO shown 
that unresolved and repressed anger 
leads to anxiety disorders. But the sup- 
pression of anger is only part of the equa- 
tton—it is the lack of control in the 
Situation, the inability to alter the 
inequity or injustice that determines long- 
term health risks of anger. : 
Women who suppress anger, more 
than men, have a higher mortality rate 
Gver time—twice as high as the rate for 
women who feel equal power and feel no 


= WELL, WELL, WELL 


need to suppress their feelings or accept 
injustice. 

Research has found two things that 
reduce anger and resentment (besides a 
true equalizing of power, as dramatized 
with eloquence and humour in The Con- 
stant Wife). One is changed perception of 
the situation or reframing; the other is 
empathy. Both can be helpful and worth- 
while at times, but can also lead to 
enabling and excusing and passive 
behaviour—and to emotional and physi- 
cal exhaustion. 

Forgiveness is the commonly-accepted 
antidote to anger and resentment, but | 
believe it is largely misunderstood, in part 
because we think that to forgive we need 
to minimize the impact of the behaviour 


(we don’t). But it's also misunderstood in 
that we think forgiveness is something we 
can achieve simply because we're being 
told we need to forgive, or because we 
want to let the negative feelings go for 
our own dignity and health and happiness. 

But feelings don’t, in fact, respond 
quite that readily to orders from the brain. 
Forgiveness and letting go of negative 
feelings are in large part an indicator of, 
not a prerequisite to, dignity and equality. 
(Just think what we could do with the 
world’s problems of violence if we under- 
stood this.) 

The more we succeed in our pursuit of 
independence and equality, the more we 
are able to forgive injustice on that front. 
We automatically pardon injustice when 
it no longer impacts us, when we've 
picked ourselves up off the road and dust- 
ed off and mended the fractures. We will 
cancel another's obligation or debt or 
unfulfilled promise when we no longer 
have any need of that debt being hon- 
oured because we've found another way 
to meet our needs. 

The word “forgive” comes from the old 
English “forgiefan,” which literally means 
to abstain from giving—maybe it’s only 
when we abstain from giving to someone 
who's wrongly taken from us and when 
we begin to invest that energy into our- 
selves instead that forgiveness happens? 

We can’t fake forgiveness, or speed it 
up; we can't do it on a dime just because 
we no longer want to carry resentment, 
and most definitely not because another 
is telling us to. But we can redirect our 
energies to actions that empower and 
equalize, and forgiveness will follow, in 
time. v 
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' “Creating chances for people to 
have a better life inspires me.” 
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Moriah - Faculty of Health and Community Studies 


MacEwan's Faculty of Health and Community Studies is a leader in degree 
diploma and certificate programs that help you put your values into action. 
Values like courage, caring and compassion. With programs ranging from Child 
and Youth Care to Emergency Communications and Response, you'll make 
more than’a living. You'll make your community a better place to live. 


Find out more about MacEwan Health and 
Community Studies programs at 
Www. MacEwan.ca/community or call 497.5379. 


www.MacEwan.ca 
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Exclamation points make 
everything awesome! 


MSRECOATRE! 


aagrgPlower.com 


SPACEDAIE 03-04-2167: AFTER SCORING 
SICK BANK OW BloDATA FROM THE 
MELNORME, WE ARE PROCEEDING To 
THE BRANE SYSTEM WITH AN 80-POUND 
LEATHER BAG OF PAIN FoR THE MYCON... 


‘Congratulations! 
Rudy Wiebe 


author of 

Of This Earth and 
winner of 

the Charles Taylor 
Prize for Non-Fiction 


Join the History Club at Audreys 


plus... for a discussion on the merits of French mistresses. 
Wednesday, March 21 at 7:30 pm. 


SAVE 25% ON ALL THE GLOBE AND MAIL BESTSELLERS EVERYDAY 


Jesus Family Tomb 
by Simcha Jacobovici | Annette Schouten 


Harper Collins 


DAVE YOUNG AND TB PLAYER! 
x == | inthebox@vueweekly.com! 


& | IN THE BOX! 


Hey! Whee! Eight-game losing streak. 
Oilers outscored 32-6 in that dismal 
stretch. Last Oiler win was Feb 23. A 
gazillion injured Oilers. The team is about 
to be mathematically eliminated from the 
playoffs. Hockey is fun. Crap. Spring is 
coming, though. The snow is melting. 
Here comes the thawed dogshit. That 
stink will be the perfect accompaniment 
to Flames playoff games. Zing. Even 
mocking the Flames doesn’t help. It just 
seems hollow. 


STREAKING! This current eight-game los- 
ing streak is still short of the NHL record 
17 straight losses suffered by the 1993 
Sharks and the 1975 Capitals. The 
longest Oiler losing streak is 11 straight 
games of futility during the 1993/94 sea- 
son. The longest | could watch any of the 
last few games was about 10 minutes 
straight without pacing around the room 
or playing video games. DY 


CHEERING! The Oilers aren't doing any- 
thing this spring, but there's still a lot of 
hockey to come. The interesting thing 
about situations like this is who people 
cheer for and why. Like most fans, | have 
an extensive list of criteria that | go to 
when I’m deciding which team to cheer 
for in any given contest. Like a lot of folks 
from around these parts, | tend to pull for 
Canadian teams (excluding the Flames). 
For some reason, | still have a soft spot 
for the original six teams as well. | will 
cheer for a team if they are doing well, 
but have historically sucked. | will cheer 
on teams that play an exciting style of 
hockey (Lightning, Penguins). | will even 
pick sides based on one player. | was 


+ 


sy 3 happy to see Andreychuk finally win a 

i 3 cup with Tampa. Conversely, | would 
ict 9 rather eat my own crap than cheer on any 
Po iz team that included Donald Brashear. But 


& Charles Pellegrino 


The Discovery, the 
Investigation and the 
Evidence That Could 
Change History 


..part mystery, part early 
Christian history... 


ay 


Woudstra 


on a Time in Africa 


launches The Green Heart 
of the Tree: Essays & Notes 


what it all really comes down to is the 
time honoured adage of ABC—Anybody 
But Calgary. 18 


WHINING! | feel like a heel. I’ve 
watched bits and pieces of the last few 
games but | have found it difficult to 
manufacture interest. With little or no 
emotional buy-in and most of the Oilers 
| enjoy watching (Ales Hemsky, Jarret 
Stoll, Ethan Moreau, Petr Sykora) not 
playing right now it is just above watch- 
ing paint dry on the interest level. Yes, | 
know Sykora isn’t injured; | said “play- 
ing” not “dressing for games.” With 
absolutely no realistic sniff at the play- 
offs, it's been quite a long time since 
the Oilers played games that mean 
absolutely nothing. How do baseball 
fans (outside of, say, New York and 
maybe Atlanta) keep interested in their 
teams? There are twice as many games 
in a ball season and most teams seem 
to be out of the playoff picture by July. 
It must be the steroid-filled hot dogs. Or 
the ballpark franks. DY 


LOOKING! So, other than seeing the few 
remaining Oilers and some hopefuls play 
out the season, what have we got to 
watch, sports fans? The NCAA Final Four 
tourney has some appeal, despite being 
basketball. It's a great spectacle; crap 
sport. The U of A Pandas Hockey team is 
headed to the Nationals once again this 
weekend trying for their fifth CIS title in 
six years. NFL players are getting arrest- 
ed again, baseball spring training has 
begun and the World Curling Champi- 
onships are in town at the end of the 
month. Curling—OK. The Patch—oh 
yeah. Drinking with the oldtimers. DY 


RATIONALIZING! The Oilers stand a good 
chance of gaining a top five draft pick. 
The only team bad enough to allow more 
than one Oiler goal in a game since Feb 
25 has been the lowly Calgary Flames 
who allowed TWO WHOLE GOALS 
against on Mar 3. DY 


Thursday 
March 22 
7:30 pm 


(780) 423-3487 


10702 Jasper Ave. 
www.audreys.ca 
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funding streams, worth $100 000 
each, rejected because the psychiatry 
department still can’t sign the 
required form clarifying its tobacco- 
industry funding situation. 


THE UNIVERSITY'S ONGOING work on a 


tobacco policy was cited as a reason 
for the board of governors to turn 


AND BECAUSE WE {J 


$129 


down a $500 000 donation, that could 
be used as scholarships, from an 
undisclosed tobacco firm. 

“Tobacco has no credibility, so they 
purchase credibility,” said Les Hagen, 
executive director of Action on Smok- 
ing and Heath. 

He noted that the 18- to 25-year- 
old post-secondary age group had the 
highest rate of smokers in general, 
including occasional tobacco users. 

The board went against an informal 
vote supporting the move from the 
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WAL*MART 
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then student council, with some 
members reportedly seeing it as a 
solid revenue source in light of stu- 
dents faced with higher tuition. 

“It is silent on funding research, but 
quite happy to act against the stu- 
dents,” charged Hagen of the board 

The student union has since hard- 
ened its position against smoking, 
banning tobacco sales. However, the 
board's tobacco policy continues 
working its way though the system, 
Said spokeswoman Phoebe Dey. 
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A draft policy originally dated to be 
effective November 2005 would ban 
advertising, sponsorship and research 
from tobacco industry or its affiliated 
organizations. 

But it exempts such research fund- 
ing that “meets ethical review stan- 
dards,” determined by ethics boards 
related to various university divisions, 
and Hagen is concerned that’s a loop- 
hole that could undercut the policy. 

The notes to Samarasekera state 
how some universities are moving to 
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“WALK A MILE IN OUR SHOES": 


Reflections of an Expert Panel of Substance Users 


Robert Wm. Smith 

The 8th Alberta Harm Reduction 
Conference, Walk a Mile in Our 
Shoes, held in Calgary last week, 
brought together social workers, 
health care providers, and consumer 
groups to reflect on the latest develop- 
ments in the area of Harm Reduction 
in Alberta. While the plenary speak- 
ers and workshop presenters were 
interesting and in some cases 
provocative, the presence and stories 
of current and former users in atten- 
dance truly defined the purpose of this 
conference. 


The theory of harm reduction deals 
primarily with HIV and hepatitis C 
(HCV) disease prevention incorporat- 
ing a level of understanding and 
acceptance that allows for interaction, 
treatment and support of and for indi- 
viduals where they are. In the realm 
of addictions and disease, harm 
reduction philosophy emphasises the 
need to treat people within their 
world and not according to the expec- 
tations, limitations and restrictions 
imposed by law enforcement, intoler- 
ance and discrimination. 


The interagency Coalition on AIDS and Development and 


HIV Edmonton present 


A panel of HIV and HCV positive 
individuals who were current and 
recovering substance users, coura- 
geously spoke out about the hardships 
they face in their lives, the dashed 
hopes and dreams, the frustrations at 
being viewed as “losers” shunned by 
mainstream society; and of the pain of 
moving furtively in and out of the 
shadows on a constant hunt for drugs. 
Some spoke of the losses in their lives 
and how those losses provided an 
additional spiral into their addiction. 


Reasons for substance use and abuse 
are numerous. Many experienced 
desperately unhappy and violent 
childhoods, victims of physical, sexu- 
al, psychological and emotional 
abuse. Many didn’t know family, 
growing up in the system, shunted 
between foster homes and youth crim- 
inal justice centres. For many, addic- 
tion wasn’t a free choice; their parents 
were addicts and they were raised in a 
world of drugs and all that it entails. 


Substance use often leads to crime 
and a cycle of incarceration that starts 


as a young offender following users 
through life. Many use crime to afford 
their expensive habit; many work in 
the sex trade, many fall under the 
control of more powerful criminal ele- 
ments and are held hostage to their 
addiction. For some, contracting HIV 
and/or HCV simply compounds the 
misery in their lives, further fuelling a 
need to escape. One panellist com- 
ments that he returned to substance 
use in an attempt to escape the isola- 
tion and loneliness in his life; another 
stating that she used drugs to fill the 
holes in her life. 


A user group providing peer support 
to some Edmonton inner-city addicts 
promotes an atmosphere without pres- 
sure. There is no restriction to come 
to group sober or straight, but simply 
to show up. There is a sense of 
belonging, a community. There is no 
pressure to quit using, the process is 
voluntary; choice makes a difference. 


Motivation to quit using drugs and 
alcohol comes in many forms. 
Motivation may be long term or it may 
be the stimulus that fits the moment. 


SPinn (Sex Postitive Innovations) presents 


The CD-ROM version of 


Behind the Pandemic: 
Uncovering the links between Social Inequity and HIV/AIDS 


A Free Workshop on HIV/AIDS and Development 


When: Monday, March 26,2007 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm 


Lunch provided 


Where: HIV Edmonton 


#300, 11456 Jasper Avenue 


The Interagenc 
USC Canada 
of the University of Ottawa invite you to a workshop 
on HIV/AIDS and development 


y Coalition on AIDS and Development, 
d the International Health Program 


Participants must R.S.V_P. by Wednesday, March 21stto 


Sue Ann Paydli at 488-5742 #221 or email to contact?7@hivedmonton.com. 


This workshop is part of 2 national raining tour funded by CIDA, and delivered by 


Now on Sale! 


Motivation is not a guarantee, nor a 
panacea; it is what it is, a lifeline of 
help through those moments of true 
despair often accompanying addic- 
tion. For some motivation is the 
prospect of getting their children back 
and for one the pregnancy with her 
last child made her determined that 
this child was not going to end up in 
the system. For another, finding 
someone who would love them was 
the key...at the time. Commonly, the 
need to have someone there when 
one is ready to quit is crucial to suc- 
cessfully turning his or her life around. 
One man stated that “being sober 
means...son of a bitch...everything is 
real...everyday is a new positive 
adventure; new doors open and old 
doors close”. 


The needs of the substance user are 
not so complicated. Housing, a rea- 
sonably healthy diet, supports for 
health and their addictions, friends, 
and foremost, true compassion are all 
elements of the practice of harm 
reduction. They are very basic needs, 
basic human rights needs and denying 
them puts people at risk. 


HIV EDMONTON'S 
SPECIAL 
GENERAL MEETING 
MONDAY, APRIL 16TH @ 6:00 PM 


HIV EDMONTON OFFICES 
300 - 11456 JASPER AVENUE 


This is an HIV Edmonton Members 

meeting to review and vote on a rec- 

ommendation for the appointment of 
an Auditor to be employed to audit 

our 2006-2007 fiscal year statements. 

Light refreshments will 
follow the meeting. 


For $25.00 (plus GST, shipping & handling) We look forward to seeing you there. 


You can order this CD-ROM by contacting Robert at HIV Edmonton 
Phone (780) 488-5742, ext: 230 or email:men@hivedmonton.com 
All orders are to be prepaid by cheque, money order, Visa or Mastercard 


ICAD in partnership with local organizations and programs 
to engage Canadians in HIV-related global issues. 


Hiv 


EDMONTON 


For more information, contact: 
Executive Director at 


(780) 488-5742 ext 236 | 
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Help give hope, one daisy at a time. 
Buy 0 bouquet for $5 during the first-week of Spring to help end AIDS. 


Corporate Sponsors: 
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March 21st 


Bellavida Hair Spa (formerly Changes Salon Group), 6112 104 Street (1 lam-7pm) 
The Horses at Northlands — Northlands Spectrum, Northlands Park Site (4pm-8pm) 


West of Wayne Gretzky Drive at 75 Steet & 115 Avenue 


Mayfield Salon & Day Spa 16627 — 109 Avenue (12noon — 6pm) 
University of Alberta - Student's Union Building 8900 114 Street (9am — Spm) 
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8924 149th Street. Edmonton KT SCOTT / ktscott@vueweekly.com 


othing cures the when-will- 
Nous blues like going 

for dim sum. The cacophony 
of Cantonese, the clacking of dim sum 
carts as they roll around, the clinking 
of chopsticks against bowls all form a 
symphony. Best of all is the smell of 
dim sum. Delicious steam escapes 
from the lifted lids of bamboo steam- 
ers, and stainless steel lids pop off 
containers, releasing their luscious 
aromas into waiting diners’ nostrils. 

Yum yum, dim sum. 

Dim sum means “to touch your 
heart” and is, to put it simply, like a 
buffet on wheels. Dim sum, like tapas, 
consists of many small dishes of 
dumplings, buns, fried or steamed 
meats and seafood, vegetarian dishes 
and desserts, or whatever the chef 
dreams up. Dim sum delicacies are 
kept warm on carts with built-in gas 
burners and are pushed around the 
room, stopping at each table. Cart 
attendants announce what is on their 
carts as they pass by your table, and 
they will stop and lift the lids on the 
steamers stacked up on their carts for 
you to see the contents. If you don’t 
know what is in a dish, ask for an 
explanation 

Dim sum is originally a Cantonese 
custom, and is inextricably linked to 
the Chinese tradition of drinking tea 
Travellers journeying along the Silk 
Road needed a place to rest, so tea- 
houses sprang up along the roadside 


INDATION IN WINE & WINE SERVICE LEVEL 2 - INTERMEDIATE STUDIES IN WINES & SPIRITS 


LEVEL 3 ‘SECTIONS | & Il) - ADVANCED WINES & 
SPIRITS STUDIES 


The Art Institute of Vancouver 


Dubruile Culinary Arts 
www.aivde.aiiedu 


1.800.667.7288 


brunch « lunch « dinner 


MORANGO'S TEK-CAFE/ 18 (asl 


GREAT HEAD / 19 


RESTAURANT 
5265 GATEWAY BOULEVARD 
1353368 


and local farmers started frequenting 
them as well. Eventually, teahouse 
proprietors began adding a variety of 
snacks and the tradition of dim sum 
was born. Today, dim sum is served 
throughout China. Dim sum came to 
Alberta as a natural result of Can- 
tonese immigration. 

The Golden Rice Bowl carries on 
the dim sum tradition in Edmonton, in 
their traditionally red- and gold- 
appointed dining room. As my party 
of four adults and one toddler was 
seated, the Golden Rice Bowl’s quick 
and efficient wait staff immediately 
brought us a steaming pot of Chinese 
tea, two small bowls of red hot sauce 
and red wine vinegar for our dim sum 
dipping pleasure. 


THE FIRST CART was filled with mostly 
pork items. Pork and chive cakes 
($3.50) and pan fried pork dumplings 
($3.50) were the first items we 
grabbed. The cakes and dumplings 
had similar fillings, but the dumplings 
had thick, chewy deep fried wonton 
covers making them very satisfying in 
an “Alberta winter carb-loading” kind 
of way. 

The delectable, translucent fragile- 


Yum, yum for Golden 
Rice Bowl’s dim sum 


= | env 10 
= | GOLDEN RICE BOWL 
= 


looking shrimp dumplings (har gao) ($4) 
and the sticky rice with pork sausage 
($4.25) all arrived within a couple of 
minutes of each other. The dumplings 
were as delicious as they were beauti- 
ful. The rice was standard fare. 

I recommend a few strategies to 
approach dim sum for maximum din- 
ing pleasure. 

Strategy #1: To maximize your 
sampling variety, it is great to take as 
big a party as you can. With four 
adults and a child, we were able to 
sample a wide variety of items. 

Strategy #2: Pacing is also impor- 
tant in dim sum: don’t go too fast! 
This is a serious temptation. When 
things look so good, you could try to 
take one of everything. Sometimes 
the carts with all of the items you 
truly desire roll by at exactly the same 
time and you have no choice but to 
take all your favourites at once. This 
is also where the large party comes in 
handy—the goodies can be dispersed 
around the table and you will still 
have room for the next round. 

My dining companions were fans o! 
the baked goods so they chose some 
baked BBO pork cakes ($3.50) topped 
with sesame seeds. The pastry on the 
pork cakes was light and flaky, with 
red bean sauce and pork inside, ren- 
dering them extra tasty. They also 
grabbed some custard tarts ($3.50) 
and deep fried sesame balls ($3.50)— 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 20 
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fy-area avenue next 
Café. “I can't believe 
‘never been to Upper 
friend’s words rang in my 


1 2 our infant's stroller. 

‘What I love most about the restau- 
rant scene is that this city can still 
me. In the past few weeks, I'd 
had average Greek and two meals— 
one dissatisfying supper and a pretty 
good lunch—at guilty-pleasure, 
trendier chains. However, a single trip 
to a reliable Edmonton gem was 
enough to set me right. In fact, this 
brunch knocked me on my ass. 

The comfortably wooded foyer at 
the side entrance was warm and 
crowded, but the crowd easily made 
enough room for my family unit. The 
vast room that stretched off to my left 
was pulsing with diners, ranging from 
university students to yuppie families 
and the bluehair crowd. The walls 
were sponge-painted in a mottled 
light yellow, against which solid art- 
work, elaborate wooden curio cabi- 
nets and a chalkboard featuring the 
take-out menu and deli specials stood 
out with quiet dignity. 

My wife was already surveying an 
enormous display of baked goods on 
the right when our hostess 
approached. She seemed somewhat 
skeptical, but the cavernous dining 
area immediately accommodated our 
request for a booth. Just outside the 
new expansion (the “Sitting Room’, 
according to exterior signage), our 
table was on a high-traffic route but 
deep and comfortable. The Sitting 
Room was lit by afternoon sunlight 
pouring through a huge bank of win- 
dows, which we could see without 
being blinded ourselves. 


WE WERE LEFT with both lunch and 


Saturday brunch menus, as the latter 
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MON. SATTO PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS 
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CRUST 


CAFE & CATERERS 
1809-6 AVENUE 
4320010 


BAKERY/CAFE 


would be served for another 20 min- 
utes. While the lunch menu featured 
appealing choices like samosas, 
lasagna, quiche and rainbow trout for 
up to $12, I was fantasizing of an old- 
fashioned fry up. Even the pleasantly 
varied wine selection for under $6 a 
glass didn’t tempt me. 

I scanned through some refined 
brunch dishes, including French toast, 
eggs three ways and tasty salad 
descriptions. Despite being tempted 
by the eggs Florentine, I realized that | 
was at a place renowned for its sand- 
wiches and selected the shrimp salad 
on cheese bread ($7.95). My wife 
chose the large four-salad selection 
($9.50) and a baked Brie plate 
($10.50) for our daughter. (Yes, that 
sounded as pretentious to order as it 
was to read.) 

Our server was adorably nervous 


La: 


DHE 


ATLANTIC 


~ oe 7794-10 104sr. 


OF WHYTE AVE} 


432-4611 


about her first shift, but treated us like 
gold and knew a surprising amount 
about the bakery counter, her usual 
haunt. Her knowledge would come in 
handy for dessert, I thought, as she 
carefully noted our drink orders of v8 
($2), coffee ($2) and orange juice ($2). 

We sat and enjoyed the vibrant 
thrum of a busy restaurant and 
viewed the unceasing stream of 
patrons and passing platters of deli- 
cious comestibles. The background 
noise was soothing rather than over- 
whelming and we could carry ona 
quiet conversation. We distracted our 
preschooler with the usual crayons 
and colouring book as my wife sipped 
happily at her coffee. They brought 
her cream in a tiny, chilled metal 
pitcher that she always thinks is a 
nice touch. We were hungry, and did- 
n’t have long to wait before the 
kitchen disgorged our feast. 

It isn’t often that I come across cui- 
sine that simply relies on itself for 
presentation. The artistry on our 
plates came from their arrangement 
of fresh, colourful foodstuffs and not 
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ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 

friend recently told me about a 
At internet café in my neck 

of the city. Since I love coffee, 
WiFi and good-looking computer 
geeks, I decided to stop by and take a 
look. Okay, I also heard that they 
serve great waffles, so there was 
nothing to stop me from putting on a 
bit of lipstick and heading over for a 
late breakfast. 

Morango’s Tek-Café is oddly 
located in a Forest Heights strip mall, 
and despite the fact that it’s been 
there for over a year, I hadn't noticed 
it before. I pulled up and parked in 
front of the plain building on a spring- 
like Friday morning, surprised to find 
a half-dozen cars already blocking the 
view from the east-facing windows. 

Stepping inside, I was immediately 
impressed by the vibe. People sat at 
their laptops, the rented computer 
stations, or doing paperwork while 
taking in the laid-back music and 
ambiance. This place was cool. 

Morango's had the feel of a 1970s 
basement rec room with much better 
furnishings. Soft leather couches and 
vibrating massage chairs offered 
unexpected luxury. Light brown knot- 
ty pine panelling offset the red walls 
and a combination of durable carpet 
and linoleum tiles covered the floors. 
The tunes were funkarific, at just the 
right volume to enjoy but not be over- 
whelmed by. 

I stepped to the counter and looked 
over the offerings. Along with specialty 
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JOHN NEWTON TRIO 


Friday & Saturday March 16017 
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MARCH SUPPERCLUS 
Wednesday Marcel 28th @ 6:00 
The Yewotarian universe is vast and unending sa 
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© (rispy Tofu. and Fomate Salad with Tamari Ginger Vinagrette 

¢ Thai focwant Hor Pot with Melon, faerhini Baby Bok Chay 

© Trulfled Mustroom Sticks ( inspired by Corn Dees) with Tonkatye Sager 

© Pear. Potate, Purple dam and mint Lathes wilh (hampasae Braised Cabhage 
© Baked (pple tor Besser 


CALL 1264707 FOR DETAILS 
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hot spins by dj’s 


Lounge & Eatery 
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‘ 


Open Mie Night 
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11361-Jasper Ave. 
488-0984 
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free parking behind building 
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edlmontonwebpages.com 


floors 8pm 
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MORANGO'S TEK-CAFE 
1Oh18-79 STREET 

4518306 


coffees, chai tea and hot chocolate they 
offered a variety of fresh muffins, a jar 
of prodigious cookies and a yogurt, 
granola & fruit cup for those watching 
their midlines. Their waffles were 
served with a choice of house syrup or 
“premium” syrup in maple, strawberry, 
raspberry, peach or corn flavours. I 
ordered a whole-wheat waffle with 
premium maple syrup and a smokie on 
the side ($8.79), and then on a whim 
added a shot glass of goji juice ($3.00). 


| FOUND A COMFY couch and coffee 
table and set up my laptop while wait- 
ing for breakfast. Attempting to log on 
to the wireless network, | was miffed 
to discover that I had to pay an addi- 
tional three dollars for the network 
access key. | returned to the counter 
to grudgingly fork out the three bucks 
and jot down the code. 

By the time the food arrived, I had 
already written a tirade about WiFi 
rights and freedoms, and had built up a 
significant hunger. A large Belgian waf- 
fle covered most of the proffered plate, 
and what little space remained was 
inhabited by a sizeable grilled smokie. 

Looking at my tiny glass of thick 
goji juice, I decided to do a little 
Wikipedia research. Derived from the 
wolfberry, goji juice is purported to 


CAFE 


Waffle in Morango’s massaging chairs 


enhance the immune system, 
strengthen the heart, treat chi defi- 
ciencies, improve libido and boost 
sperm production. Since I could bene- 
fit from everything but the improved 
sperm count, I lifted the pricey sweet 
juice and threw it back. 

I made my way through the whole 
wheat waffle slowly, relishing in the 
thick, sweet maple syrup. The smokie 
was a luxury I should have abstained 
from but didn’t. A glorified oversized 
hotdog, the smokie would likely 
account for my entire weekend allot- 
ment of sodium. Not that I planned to 
tell my physician; he'd likely figure it 
out on his own. 

As noon approached, the café 
became busier. People of all ages were 
meeting up, some to have lunch and 
others to take advantage of Morango's 
sanctuary of peace and calm. 

While I digested my breakfast, | 
not-so-surreptitiously surfed their 
website for inside information and 
discovered that an open stage packs 
the place weekly on Saturday 
evenings. From seven ‘til ten, the 
stage attracts all sorts of would-be 
acoustic stars, with a regular array of 
crowd-pleasers. 

I was duly impressed. With an 
available boardroom, a computer 
repair shop, internet access and X- 
Box gaming on site, Morango’s is the 
sort of community hangout that every 
neighbourhood should have. And I’m 
sure all the cute tech-guys were just 
hiding in the back, wv 


11819 - St. Albert Trail 


455-4556 


It ain’t easy being green beer 
2 GREAT HEAD 


JASON FOSTER 
9 | preathead @vueweekly.com 


SHERBROOKE SHAMROCK 
ALLEY KAT BREWERY / 
KE LIQUOR STORE 
13.99 / SIX-PACK 


We all know the gimmick. Every Mar 17, 
pubs dump some green food colouring in 
their Molson Canadian to honour St 
Patrick's Day. Unfortunately, green beer 
generally leaves me blue. | am no fan of 
discoloured beer, especially stuff that had 
no flavour to begin with. 

Then there is Sherbrooke Shamrock, a 
local experiment for this year's St Paddy's 
Day. Sherbrooke Liquor store, home of the 
best beer selection in town, teamed up with 
Edmonton's original microbrewery, Alley 
Kat, to brew a fun St Patrick's Day treat. 

Sherbrooke Shamrock is a beer with 
feal ingredients and real taste. And, boy, 
is it green. 

{t pours a crystal clear, clover-like 
green, matching the colour of shamrock 
Guite well. if you have trouble imagining 
it, think of the green Jello your mother 
made when you were a kid. | will admit it 
was an unsettling experience watching 
this beer build in the glass. Even though | 
was expecting it to be green, my beer 
instincts were tingling. It just didn’t seem 
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THE PERFECT PINT the quest for the per- 
fect pint of Guinness is over. Fastidiously 
Scouring Edmonton and its surrounds, | 
found the smoothest draught at the Irish 
Sports and Social Society clubhouse just 
forth of the Yellowhead on 126 Street. 
Frequenters of the club claim that the 
proffered Guinness is properly handled 
and precisely pulled, making it one of the 
finest pints this side of Dublin. This week, 


natural; it didn’t seem right. It looked 
more like pop than beer. 

Talking my way through it, | finished 
the pour. A bright white head contrasted 
the green in the liquid. However, the head 
dissipated quickly. It gave off a moderate 
malt aroma with a hint of spiciness. 

The flavour had a rich malt character 
with a noted hop flavour and bitterness at 
the end. It finished moderately dry with a 
distinct peppery spiciness and a notice- 
able alcohol warming. It is a big beer, 
offering 7.1 per cent alcohol and a lot of 
deep grain malt notes. The alcohol is evi- 
dent from the first sip, as is its full-bodied 
flavour. 

Thé label says it is a Belgian Lager, but 
the flavour is more a cross between a 
Dortmunder Export and a Maibock (both 
German styles). It has the balance of an 
Export, and the big alcohol, majt and 
spicy finish of a Maibock. 

How did it get green? Well, food 
colouring. However, the beer behind the 
colour is well-crafted, clean and flavour- 
ful. It is a beer worthy of the man who 
drove the snakes out of Ireland. 

Sherbrooke Shamrock is available at 
Alley Kat brewery, Sherbrooke Liquor (118 
Avenue & St Albert Trail) and may be 
found at other liquor stores in town this 
week. Call Alley Kat to find out where 
But move fast, as it won't be around long. 

Shamrock is a fun adventure with 
beer—and just in time for the day of 
green! w 


the club’s St Patrick’s Day celebrations 
include music, dancing, food and, of 
course, lots of velvety Irish stout. (EJ) 


TRY LIVING IN TZIN TziN (pronounced 
“sin"), Edmonton's newest Wine & Tapas 
Bar has opened its doors Mar 7. With a 
tapas menu for the adventurous, paired 
with wine selections recommended by 
deVine Wines & Spirits, this is the place 
to hang out and find that “wow!” pairing 
of food and wine. Visit 10115 - 104 Street 
or call 428.8946. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some unsubstantiat- 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. 


9114 51 AVE 
10646 170 ST 
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GOLDEN RICE BOWL 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16 


whicltare-both actually desserts, but” 


at such a feast one shouldn't get hung 
up on the order of food consumption. 

The tarts were obviously fresh out 
of the oven, the custard was still deli- 
ciously light, not too eggy and not 
remotely rubbery. In other words, they 
were excellent. love sesame balls, 
those glutinous masses of rice flour 
with a red-bean paste centre, rolled in 
sesame seeds, The two-year old 
announced that the red-bean filling of 
the sesame balls tasted like honey, 
and | agreed with her assessment. 

Strategy #3: It is probably wise not 
to invite anyone on a carb-reducing 
diet (or any kind of diet) as many dim 
sum items are derived from starchy 
white rice and many of the yummiest 
are deep-fried. Some things are even 
served with a side of mayonnaise. In 
other words, many are very delicious- 
ly full of fat. 

Strategy #4: Be aggressive. Dim 
sum is no shrinking violet’s game. I 
remember when I used to think it was 
impolite to wave a cart over to my 
table, or gawk at the items with 
undisguised food lust. There is no 
room for indecision. Remember, if you 
grab too many items, you can always 
take them home. 


THE GOOD STUFF finally started rolling 
by. In my opinion, “good stuff” is any- 
thing containing shrimp. We snagged 
deep fried shrimp wonton dumplings 
($4) and shrimp roll with bean curd 
wrap ($4). The deep fried dumplings 


: 
UPPER CRUST CAFE = 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17 


from some food stylist in a magazine. 
My wife's salad plate was a riot of 
colour, with different mixtures occu- 
pying each of the compass points. The 
Greek salad had first caught her eye, 
and she enthused about its bite-sized 
morsels. She savoured it, the earthier 
bean salad and the tart vinaigrette 
and fresh cabbage of the coleslaw 
with equal gusto, as a light hand on 
the dressing had guaranteed their 
presence without overwhelming. The 
creamy potato salad she sampled but 
left so that she would retain room for 
the upcoming dessert. 

My own side of dill-laced potato 
salad I devoured greedily, between 
bites of my thick sandwich. The 
cheese element of the white bread 
turned out to be swirled within it, 
making for a delightfully variegated 
texture despite the fact that it was 
rather dry. Though dressed with my 
own crisp vegetables and a slice of 
real cheddar, the shrimp salad was 
thick and a little cloying, forcing me 
to glance with envy at my bride’s 
obvious delight. The baked Brie plat- 
ter included a generous wedge of 
warm cheese in its soft rind, as well 
as crackers and a few slices of bread. 
The heavier fare was balanced by a 
collection of freshly sliced fruit and 
berries. 


DESPITE A PRODIGIOUS amount of food 


already delivered, we still felt light 


did not disappoint—they were chewy 
on the outside, with lots of shrimp 
inside and served with mayonnaise. 
The shrimp rolls were also good, the 
writkly-bean curd covers making 
them lighter than the doughy 
dumplings. oe 

Next came the minced pork and 
shrimp dumplings ($4.25) with a 
smattering of red fish eggs on top. 
This pork dumpling was lighter than 
the others, probably as a result of its 
light bean curd wrapper. Another of 
my favourites, the delicious sticky rice 
meat and mushroom wrap, came 
wrapped in a banana leaf ($3.50). 

For a final act of gustation, we 
pulled some coconut buns ($3.50) to 
our table. They had obviously just 
come straight out of the oven. They 
were fluffy, amazingly light and piping 
hot manifestations of white dough 
with a coconut filling. 

All in all, the Golden Rice Bowl’s 
food was good. Apparently the mass- 
es agree, as by 11 am there was a 
line-up of over 30 people to get in. 
Dim sum is a very family-oriented 
meal, so it’s an ideal meal to bring 
young and old. The Golden Rice Bow! 
has done some renovations since the 
last time I visited, which has fresh- 
ened up the entire room and greatly 
enhanced the dining experience there 
For four adults (and one toddler) the 
total came to $49.77, including GST, 
for all our items and tea. 

So if you are suffering from the end 
of winter’s brand of harshness, treat 
yourself to the dim sum at the Golden 
Rice Bowl. It will not only touch your 
heart, but it won’t be too hard on your 
wallet either. v 


enough to consider those desserts my 
wife had eyed. Based on our server's 
rave recommendation, we decided to 
split a staff-favourite upside down date 
cake ($4.25) and ordered a chocolate 
cupcake ($2.50), ostensibly for our 
daughter. We started packing up the 
loose toys, strewn clothing and acces- 
sories that have become necessities 
since we became parents. We probably 
should have spent the time thanking 
whatever deities occurred to us. 

Our daughter's cupcake was very 
good, and fully enjoyed by its target 
market. Our date cake, on the other 
hand, was sublime. The entirety was 
laced with toffee sweetness from its 
warm molten topping. A pecan lay 
exposed on top and curls of real 
whipped cream gilded its edge. Clear- 
ly, these Upper Crust staffers knew a 
good thing when they tasted it. 

The Upper Crust Café has survived 
happily at its prominent spot on 109 
Street for over 20 years. After we had 
cherished the meal we had for only 
$41 before tip, I knew full well the 
café would be around for another 20. | 
also knew that, after any future 
stretch of standard meals at unexcep- 
tional venues, | had found another 
place that would confirm why I love 
what I do. 

Inexpensive, approachable cuisine 
enjoyed by one and all defines this 
urban gem. Plus, they serve a brunch 
that would bring my passion for 
amazing food back in moments. 

As an added bonus, it turned out 
that we had parked in a loading zone 
and didn’t get a ticket. v 
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It’s a regular powder parade in Whitefish, Montana 


GORDON DANIELS / gord@vueweekly.com 
ou mean to tell me it’s not 
Y called Whitefish? I was baffled 
For years I've heard tales of 
this grand and mysterious ski resort 
h of the border, supposedly 
where there is 


nty, long open runs, 
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= BIG MOUNTAIN 


two hours south of the BC border. The 
infamous ski resort is in fact named 
Big Mountain and sits just five min- 
utes outside of town 

After an uneventful border crossing 
at Roosville we ran right into the mid- 
dle of the town’s annual February 
Winter Carnival. Our progress was 
hampered somewhat by the Grand 
Parade of floats, dancers and animals 
slowly winding its festive way down 
the town’s main street. In spite of the 
short delay, this gave us the opportu- 
nity to observe the subtle but distinct 
differences of being in a different 
place. It helped round out our trip and 
added to that feeling of discovery we 
were seeking. 

After the drive and being held up 
by the parade we arrived later than 
anticipated. As we passed the third 


“parking lot full” sign I began to 
groan at the prospect of being parked 
half a mile away from the ticket 
booths. But, to my surprise and 
delight, there was a ticket booth and 
a chairlift just a snowball’s throw 
away from our lot. Even with the 
exchange rate on the dollar, the tick- 
ets are a steal at only $52 USD for 
adults and $36 for juniors. 


ALTHOUGH YOU CAN never seem to get 


to the top fast enough on your first 
ride up the chair, the high speed Glac- 
ier Chaser zips you up from the village 
to the summit in record time. From 
the summit, all areas of the mountain 
are accessible and your choices of 
where to drop your 717 metres of ver- 
tical are limited only by the amount of 
time you have. 

The terrain is a good mix of wide- 
open bowls and groomed cruisers 
with plenty of glorious glades and 
some sickly steeps as well. There's 


something here for all skill levels, 
from the first-time skier or rider to the 
veteran powder hound or park and 
pipe junkie. And with 11 chairs 
including two high-speed quads, there 
are rarely any lift lines to slow you 
down. 

Big Mountain’s three sides offer up 
a variety of terrain and also an assort- 
ment of weather conditions. So 
depending on the weather that day, 
you are likely to find something that 
suits your taste. With the last snowfall 
being several days earlier, followed by 
a recent temperature increase, we 
mostly avoided the crusty front side of 
the mountain and found our hidden 
stashes of pow pow among the trees 
on the back side. 

We also dropped into some great 
runs in Hellroaring Basin, so named 
after the creek that runs through the 
bottom of it. With more time, | would 
have explored this beautifully gladed 
area for days. 


The lodge at the top of the moun- 
tain was the ideal spot to stop for 
lunch. The food at the Summit House 
Restaurant was superb and surpris- 
ingly cheap with nothing over $9. You 
can also quench your thirst at the 
Summit Bar or visit the open cafeteria 
area for a quick food fix. There were 

lenty of tables for the noon-time 


‘crowd and we even met a couple 


friendly Whitefish residents who gave 
away a few choice run suggestions. 
The view from the top is spectacu- 
lar. Although surrounded by the tree- 
less, snow-painted peaks of the Rocky 
Mountains, the resort hearkens more 
to the rounded off, gladed mountains 
of BC's Interior. The friendly locals 
were quick to inform us that our daz- 
zling sunny day was not always the 
norm. However, it’s on days of thick 
cloud and reduced visibility that the 
skies let fly with the healthy dose of 
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boarders will tell you 
day of riding is better 
good day at work. Last 


(a 
grouse” is to complain, and 
while I did some of that during my 
visit, it was nonetheless a good 
adventure. After all, a little adversity 
helps you appreciate the finer things. 

First, it was raining. While one 
expects the odd splash of moisture in 
Vancouver itself, it seems wrong to 
have it on the ski hill, where precipi- 
tation is supposed to fall as snow. 

The weather was sufficiently warm 
(2 degrees) to convert the morning 
mist into fog, then drizzle, then steady 
showers. By the afternoon, my so- 
called waterproof mitts had been fully 
defeated, the Gore-Tex barrier serving 
mainly to keep my hands immersed to 
the wrists in water. In the flat, over- 
cast light, visibility concerns forced 
the hill to close several of the more 
interesting runs. Once on the run, 
skiers ran the risk of 360-degree 
whiteout, which, I can now assure 
you, is not a pleasant feeling. It is fun 
to ski backwards, but not by accident. 


= GROUSE 


With all of the trouble I was having 
getting myself from A to B, it might 
have been a nice day to try the Sno- 


Limo ride, which is an escorted sled 


contraption that takes non-skiers 
sightseeing around the mountain. 
Alas, it never showed up for our 
appointment. 

To top things off, | had a hangnail. 
(it wasn't their fault, of course, but I 
was on a roll.) 

it was an inauspicious start. But on 
the other hand, I was skiing, which 
beats mowing the lawn, my other 
option for Saturday afternoon. And I 
Can get to Grouse Mountain about as 
quickly as I can dig out my mower from 
behind its walk of protective flotsam in 
my basement—about 20 minutes. 


FROM THE PARKING LOT, you take the 
Skyride gondola to the mountaintop. 
i's a steep ascent, overlooking the 
famous Grouse Grind trail that my 
wife drags me up in the summertime. 
The view from the gondola is often 
breathtaking, but this time 1 all | could 
See were the sides of people's heads. 

Once up, it was a short trudge to 
the rental shop, which is, annoyingly, 
uphill from the restaurants and shops 
of the main lodge. The cute little skat- 
ing pond and sleigh ride waiting areas 
are nice and handy—why not the rest 
of our gear? 

Though obviously damp and sticky, 
the snow was at least deep—3 cm of 
NeW on a base of more than 430 cm. To 
Sel at it, the mountain has two quad 
chairs and two rope tows. Grouse 


packs a lot of variety into its 25 runs (of 
which 15 are illuminated for night ski- 
ing, thereby providing one of the strik- 
ing nighttime landmarks of Vancouver). 
Riders and skiers can find long smooth 
cruises on The Cut or partake of groovy 
mogul-hopping on Purgatory. There are 
also two terrain parks for rookies and 
experts who enjoy the jumping, flipping 
and grinding life. 

For myself, | was having enough 
challenge peering through the fog and 
rain to spot the next tree, and work- 
ing up a considerable appetite in the 
process. Fortunately, Grouse offers a 
handsome bounty for foodies. 

The lodge has multiple eating facil- 
ities, all head-and-shoulders better 
than the rudimentary hot dog stations 
at some mountains. The lower level 
is Lupin’s Café, a cafeteria serving up 
pizza, chili, pastas and soups in addi- 
tion to the usual fried-and-ketchuped 
things. This being Vancouver, you 
can also find about 10 kinds of coffee. 
Upstairs are two dining rooms. The 
tonier one is called the Observatory, a 
fine dining establishment that I have 
never felt the need to visit, since my 
palate is adequately serviced by the 
Altitudes Bistro, essentially an 
upscale appies-and-martinis joint. All 
have superb views of the mountains 
and the city. 

Outside, there are also a couple of 
huts serving hot chocolate and beaver 
tails, which are crispy concoctions of 
fried bread and various fattening top- 
pings. I chose to fatten myself on 
maple butter and chocolate sauce, 
which turned out to be just the thing 
to warm up lobster-red, wet hands. 

In the summer, Grouse also oper- 
ates a BBQ and beer pub, the Rusty 
Rail. It has a nice patio from which to 
consume intoxicants and to contem- 
plate one’s most recent ascent up the 
Grouse Grind trail. | know this because 
Grouse is my “home” mountain 


RAIN OR NOT, Grouse is my place 
because it is extremely close to my 
home, because it offers some very 
cool amenities with which to impress 
my out-of-town guests (like the 
live/filmed Theatre In The Sky, or the 
bear habitat that houses two actual 
orphaned grizzly bears—you can get 


‘close enough to smell ‘em), and 


because it is incredibly cheap. 

Well, it’s not as cheap as mowing 
the lawn, but for winter sports, | 
have not seen the like. My Y2Play 
season’s pass works for the rest of 
this season, and all of next year for 
$275. After six trips (a day’s regular 
lift pass is $45), I’m skiing or board- 
ing for free. My 10-year-old’s Y2Play 
pass cost a measly $50. 


At those rates, I’m absolutely 


thrilled with my Grouse membership, 
and can easily shake off the memory 
of a little bit of rain. Anyway, it’s nice 
to get some bad weather once ina 
while. It justifies having another 
beaver tail. W 
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March 31 & April 1 
Marmot Basin, Jasper AB 
$25 Entry 


Banked Slalom, Air Contest & Mystery Event 
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BIG MOUNTAIN assortment of other activities offered the Rocky Mountains and rock out at 
). 1 \ i} é at Big Mountain. You can enjoy cross- _ one of the free Summit Fridays con- 
Vas iS \, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22 country skiing, snowshoeing ora__ certs at the top. For a more relaxed 


snowmobiling tour to the summit. Or day, you can walk through the tree- 
fluffy white stuff that gives Whitefish try something new like dog sledding. _ tops along a canopy boardwalk sus- 


402 Connaught Dr. its yearly accumulation of over 6.5 Or you can let a snowcat adventure pended over 20 metres above the 
&52-3225 metres. The vast gladed areas are the _— introduce you to the bliss of the back-_ forest floor. Golfers can take in a 
perfect places to lay down some lines _ country on gentle, gladed slopes. If | round at one of the nine champi- 
during these spells. your legs need a break from all that onship golf courses all just a short 
activity, spoil yourself with a visit to drive away from Big Mountain. 
SINCE A JOURNEY out to northwest the Remedies Day Spa conveniently As we left the resort we were both 
Montana requires considerable travel _ located right on the hill. content and worn out from a fantas- 
(roughly 500 km from Calgary; 800 km Big Mountain is fast becoming a ___ tic day exploring the slopes. The sto- 
85 2-41 1 1 from Edmonton) do yourself a favour popular summer destination as well. _ ries I'd heard for so long were true 
and spend a few nights on the hill. | The vast network of alpine trailsisa —_and all my expectations were exceed- 


There is a decent range of slope-side _hiker’s paradise and mountain biking _ ed. With the appeal of this year-round 
accommodations priced to match any __ single-track is a favourite local pas- _ recreational playground, Big Moun- 
budget. Check out the ski and stay time. One of the high-speed quad tain is sure to garner more interest in 
packages on their website. There is _ chairs is converted into a gondola for _ the future as informed folks continue 
also a good variety of restaurants and the summer season andrides are to discover this gem. Oh, and one 
roa ce bars located in the village. available to the summit. From there, more thing: be sure to remember 


tine i ig ia) eSt qui Aa lj ity Like most quality resorts there isan you can enjoy the impressive vista of your passport! w 
~ beer possilole, ~ 
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Jasper Downtown 


Peanut 
Butter and 
Rail Jam 


5) | 4 1esta 780-852-0404 Ip AILS 


TAPAS RESTAURANT 


Come in and TRY IT! 


Ease) Sale 


Jasper ae 


Best 
Live Music & 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 

=; he Volcom Peanut Butter and 
Ags &v Lj A nov Steve | Rail Jam is coming to Lake 
AA ' Louise on Mar 24. This is par! 
A of their “Let The Kids Ride Free” pro- 
WI Ry iE CE Li AR motion and as you may have guessed 
it, entry into the rail event is free. Bul 
j i i = = entries are limited, so you should get 
saspermine Dmcentremet 780-852-5682 to the Kokanee Kabin early to pul 

your name on the dotted line. 
With the focus on youth there are 
four categories: 15 and under, 16 and 
over, girls and open. Most of the 


andysbistro.com action takes place in the morning, 


including a few warm up runs at ° 
780-852-4559 pm. Finals are first thing after as 
. ee and then it’s time for prizes and free 
casual fi ne di ning stuff. If you're into Volcom clothing 
check out Plush and Easyrider snow- 
board shops on the South Side 
They're certified dealers and should 
have all you're looking for. Check out 
volcom.com. ¥ 


Dance Club 
«. the Mountains? 


614 Patricia St. 852-6262 © Dicsover the best that Jasper has to offer! 
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Eat a pastry, then protect your gear for the summer. 


g (THe sky 


CHRISTIE SCHULTZ / christie@vueweokly.com 

I'm not usually the person you want to 
talk to for advice on caring for sports 
equipment. A few years ago, for example, 
several months into my annual fair- 
weather bicycling season one of my col- 
leagues called out in exasperation as | 
rode past: “chain grease!” Honestly, | 
hadin't thought of it before. 

I'm the kind of person wha simply puts 
her half-leather hockey gloves in the 
washing machine when they start to get 
too smelly. And, sometimes, | step into 
my running shoes without untying the 
laces. All horrors, | know. 

So when my partner said that it was 
time to get our cross-country skis ready to 
put away for the summer, my own sur- 


qum.s 


SKATEBOARDS & SNOWBOARDS 


prise wasn't terribly shocking. (Thankfully, 
this kind of obliviousness means that | 
haven't had to do any of the work I’m 
about to describe before this year.) But | 
can learn. 

At the end of the season, it's important 
to clean all the residual wax and possible 
debris from the base of your skis. You'll 
want to start by using a plastic scraper to 
remove as much old wax as possible. To 
get the remaining wax off, you'll need to 
use a wax-remover product. Spray it on, 
wait a few seconds and work it off with 
paper or a pad you can buy especially for 
this purpose. Give the base a final wipe 
with a lint-free cloth. 

After waiting about 15 minutes to let 
the solvent fully evaporate from your skis, 
apply a thin layer of glide wax to the 
entire base. This will protect your skis 
from oxidation, scratches and dust. 

Store the skis with the bases facing 
each other, separating the touch points 
near the tip and tail with a piece of thin 


foam padding—or even a piece of rubber 
cut from a spent bicycle tire tube. (I actu- 
ally use inexpensive ski straps with the 
foam bit already built in.) Never store the 


stepchild 


many more! 


OUTER WEAR 


Special blend 
4 square 

686 

» sepia 
Séction 


| Plus ore! 


PLUS CHECK OUT 
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skis in a flexed position. Keep them in a 
relatively cool and dust-free location. Ski 
bags are great if you want a bit of added 
protection for your skis. 


HOWEVER, IF YOU'RE NOT READY to 


summerize your skis just yet and you're 
still hoping for-one final hurrah on the 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
his Mar 17, former “Crazy 
Canuck” Dave Irwin is once 
again hosting the Dash for 
Cash at Sunshine Village. It was Mar 
24, 2001, when Irwin crashed while 
training at Sunshine and suffered a 
brain injury. Thankfully, he is making 
a remarkable recovery, and the expe- 
rience has inspired him to do some- 
thing to help the many others who 
suffer from brain injury. ‘ 
One year after the accident, the 
Dave Irwin Foundation For Brain 
Injury was created. The foundation 
raises money for awareness and pre- 
vention of brain injury, also known as 
neurotrauma. Neurotrauma is the 
leading cause of death and disability 
for Canadians under the age of 45. 
To participate, all you need to do is 


trails, consider going to the Strathcona 
Wilderness Centre's “Great Pastry Caper.” 
It's like a mini-Birkie, except that it's not a 
face and the point is to ski from station to 
station collecting yummy treats and clues 
that will help you to solve the “Mystery 
of the Caper.” 

| was at the Caper last year and it 
was loads of fun, the emphasis more on 
the pastry stations than heart-racing ski- 
ing. The event takes place on Mar 18 
from 1 - 4 pm. While | enjoy the day with 
friends, it's a great adventure for the 
whole family too—it’s easy enough for 
kids who've done a bit of skiing this-sea- 
son. Regular trail pass and equipment 
rental fees are in effect. Call 922.3939 
for more information. 

With that, | wish you a happy summer 
filled with all sorts of cross training, sun- 
shine and patio beverages. I'll be looking 
forward to the snow again just as soon as 
the temperature starts to dip in the fall. In 
the meantime, once my skis are neatly 
cleaned, waxed and put away, I'll be out- 
side cleaning my bicycle chain, pumping 
the tires and applying a fresh squeeze of 
chain grease. w 


' Dash for cash 
at Sunshine 


= |PUNDRAISER 


find three fellow competitors, canvas 
$1 000 in donations and find some 
cool costumes. This year the event 
falls on St Paddy's day so the theme is 
“green” and anything goes as long as 
it's green. They're suggesting lep- 
rechauns and the environment, but 
those are just ideas, so get your cre- 
ative juices flowing. 

Included with your entry are lif! 
tickets, lunch, goody bag and loads 
of prizes for speed, best name, bes! 
costume, etc. Since this is a brair 
injury prevention event, helmets are 
mandatory. For more information 
check it out at daveirwinfounda 
tion.org. W 


Catch Park Wars at Sun Peaks 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
un Peaks Resort, just east of 
S Kamloops, BC, is hosting some 
very interesting snowboard 
events in the near future. On Sun, Mar 
18 there's “Park Wars.” 

Suitable for green and blue riders, 
this open event allows participants to 
be rewarded with Jedi points that are 
cashed in for cool merchandise at the 
end of the day. This is a fun event and 
gives young riders an opportunity to 
showtase their stuff. 

On the following weekend, a simi- 
lar event called “The Garden: Present- 
ed by Oronge Snowboard Shop” will 
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=| JEDI SHOWDOWN 


take place in the same park. This !s 
not’a contest but rather an even! 
where riders are encouraged to stoke 
each other to new and higher levels 

There will be free hot dogs, Peps! 
and Starbucks for spectators and ath- 
letes, and Oronge will be tossing 
some free stuff around as well. Appa! 
ently the sound system is going to gel 
a little upgrade so the tunes will really 
be cranking. Now that sounds like 4 
whole lot of fun in the Sun. ¥ 


Skiing'into an avalanche for 
YouTube fame is really enya 


‘COLIN CATHREA 
<= | colin@veweekly.com 


| have settled down quite a bit over the 
last several years. Thoughts and recollec- 
tions about the extreme skiing I’ve done 
sometimes make me shudder. Ill have to 
admit up front, | have taken some insane 
chances over the years. I've laughed 
many off by saying to myself,"a man has 
to know his limitations!” Calculated risks 
are, and always will be, part of skiing. 

Back when | trained downhill at Lake 
Louise, there was a significant lack of safe- 
ty features on the mountain. A few hay 
bales on the most obvious trees was about 
as good as it got. On race day, organizers 
were kind enough to erect a bit of wooden 
snow fencing for good measure. 

Now protective measures are signifi- 
cantly better on all racecourses, but cliffs 
and trees are still all over the mountains, 
and people seem to be pushing the limits 
more often these days. The biggest roars 
when Warren Miller comes to town are 
usually from the biggest-baddest-assed 
crashes and highest leaps. Some of the 
chutes skiers and snowboarders are huck- 
ing are simply out of this world. 

But lately | saw some footage that was 
fairly alarming. It was of an internet site 
that was showing a series of videos of 
skiers and boarders who purposely trigger 


Z| SKI TIPS 


oe 
Wh 


Mountain Bike 


ood agate 99 


~ SAVE $1200 


avalanches and then outrun them. They 
are usually successful, but a few are 
overtaken and brought down, into, and 
under the crushing force of the snow. 


| HAVE SEEN various forms of idiotic 
behaviour—from lying down on the 
divider line of a highway to various stunts 
initiated from the famous JackAss 
movies—but with my knowledge of ski- 
ing and avalanche awareness, this dis- 
turbed me in a different way. 

You see, | know for a fact that many 
riders still do not understand the pure 
brute force of even a small slide. Think of 
it this way: a single shovel-full of well- 


packed snow carries a lot of weight and 
impact potential, so even a very small 
slide packs a very big punch. 

But now with instant notoriety from 
video, coupled with video technology in 
the palm of your hand, more and more 
whack-jobs are cutting under the ropes 
and venturing into backcountry with some- 
thing more specific in mind. Push the limits 
and get your 15 minutes of fame. This is 
absolute stupidity, and to these foolhardy 
riders | have only one piece of advice ... 
smarten the fuck up! It is not worth it. It is 
probably much less dangerous to lie on the 
Whitemud Freeway at rush hour than try to 
outrun an avalanche. Period. w 
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Snowboards 


Edmonton. Alberta 


Teg ling ends March snow, all lifts and runs open; 
‘Snow Valley — 60cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open; 


some for avalanche control 
ire en  eoor  a 
fe chagit adie 
Se onic 6 i wel 77 rms 
open; both terrain parks are now open 
Serie: 200cm base, 34cm of new snow, all lifts and 107 


runs open ; 
Tawatinaw — 24 runs open, cross country trails are set for skate 
and classic 


BC. 
Sp (Penticton) — 187cm base, 4cm of new snow, all lifts and 


runs open 
Big White (Kelowna) — Spabeh Poem. 118 


runs open; night skiing will close on Mar. 24 
Fairmont (Kootenay Rockies) — Base: very good, no new snow, 
rob: lifts and runs ee 

jockies) — 288cm base, 45cm of new snow, 
ieee oe 
Kicking Horse (Golden) — 239cm hase, 50cm of new snow, 106 
Tuns open (subject to avalanche contro 
Kimberley (Kootenay Rockies) — 154cm base, 20cm of new 
snow, 70 runs open; night skiing finished for the season 
Mt. Washington (Vancouver Island) — 363cm base, 8cm of new 
snow, 50 runs open 
Panorama (Invermere) — 61-148cm base, 20cm of new snow, 
ia air Ke & tee ees is open and in al a shape 

them BC 30 cm base, 


‘ena meh ve Pa amazing powder per year! 

Powder Springs (Revelstoke) — 93-228cm base, Sem of new 
snow, 27 runs open; CAT gaia by reservation 
eee 3 240cm base, 7cm of new snow, 6 lifts and 


Se Sa een - —203em base, 12cm of new snow, 114 rns. | 


open; $5 Fridays 
sn = (Kamloops) — 172cm base, 23cm of new snow, 121 


Whitewater (Nelson) — 287c¢m ms no ~ snow, 7 groomed 


a xen ce ts Sunday 
/ Blackcomb 313em base 80 


(!)cm of new snow, 86 
groomed runs open, record breaking snowall: 39ft (and counting) 
since Nov.1!! 


U.S.A. 
a eer MT) — 209em hase, 3cm of new snow, 93 


Bia sy ( (Montana) — 128-190cm hase, no new snow, 3800 
acres of open terrain on 150 trails 
ba Mt. (Michigan) — 180cm base, no new snow, 45 slopes 


rey Hoth (Chewelah Peak, WA) — 255-450cm base, no new 
snow, 27 (40%) runs open 
Great Divide (Marysville, 
60 runs 2 tickets just $2 
Lookout Pass (ID-MT border) — 195cm hase, no new snow 

Mt Spokane (northem WA)— 127-244cm hase, no new snow, 
43 runs open 

Schweitzer Mt. (Sandpoint, 1D) — 125-308cm base, 15em of new 


— 75-100cm hase, no new snow, 


snow 

Silver Mt Resort (Kellogg, 1D) — 158-243em base, no new snow, 
3 muns open 

Sun Valley (Idaho) — 65cm base, no new snow, 45 runs open; 

world’s largest computerized snowmaking system (645 acres) 


All conditions accurate as of March 14, 2007 


413-1551, 


www.TheEasyRider.com 


Backcountry festival was fun, 
but gone in a puff of Coldsmoke 


= RAR OUNTRY 
EVENT 


STEVEN THRENDYLE / stevet@vueweekly.com 

t was, to say the least, a sight you 
l don’t normally see at many ski 

areas. Crawling out of the BC 
backcountry like abominable snow- 
men, scores of alpine tourers and 
telemark skiers converged on the 
town of Nelson, BC and the Whitewa- 
ter Ski Resort for the first Kootenay 
Coldsmoke Powder Festival in late 
February. 

There was Revelstoke’s Greg Hill, 
the master blaster of human-powered 
vertical; legendary ski expedition guru 
Andrew McLean from Park City, UT; 
Martin Volken, K2-sponsored moun- 
tain guide from Seattle; and even Eric 
Pehota, first-generation Canadian 
“extreme skier” known best for his 
exploits on Mount Waddington and in 
the Coast Range close to Whistler. It 
wasn't just testosterone head-butting, 
though: Maegan Carney (female ski 
alpinist and model; formerly from 
Chamonix and now living in Can- 


more) and Naheed Henderson (tele- 
marker extraordinaire) from Jackson 
Hole were also in attendance. 

The Kootenay Coldsmoke Powder 
Festival is the brainchild of John 
Irvine and Nils Larsen. Irvine is the 
marketing director for Arc'teryx, (a 
major outdoor clothing and equip- 
ment manufacturer, based in Van- 
couver) and Larsen, a top-notch 
telemark ski instructor who has been 
putting on powder skiing clinics at 
Whitewater for several years. The 
idea was simple—bring together a 
load of A-list talent for three days of 
seminars, instruction, networking, 
equipment demos, slide shows, films, 
partying and, of course, powder ski- 
ing. There were some cool events for 
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those with a competitive streak, such 
as a gut-busting randonee rally 
mountaineering race and the “bea- 
con Olympics,” (sponsored by Back- 
country Access), where skiers had to 
find a series of buried beacons in a 
specified amount of time. 

To go to a ski area where skiers 
rockin’ AT (alpine touring) and tele- 
mark gear were the norm, not the 
exception, was truly a special experi- 
ence. The equipment demos were 
amazing—you could try sweet new 
rides from G3, K2, Atomic and even 
Prior (skis and split boards). Black 
Diamond handed out climbing skins 
for those wanting to head out of 
bounds, while Adidas Eyewear even 
demo’d goggles and shades—a good 
thing, since I'd inadvertently packed a 
scratched up old pair of goggles for 
the trip and couldn't see a thing. 
Snowboarders,could even demo MSR 
snowshoes. 


_ ae 

__ WHITEWATER PROVED T0 BE the per- 

f fect venue for the event—the funky 
wooden base lodge restaurant served 
tasty, nutritious fare and was a great 
place to watch the various slide 
shows and films on Saturday night. 
The highlight was a special screening 
of Bill Heath’s cult powder classic 
Sinners (the original title was Snow 
Falling On Sinners)—a collection of 
20 years of epic powder skiing that 
Heath has spliced and edited into 
one of the best ski movies ever. Nils 
Larsen previewed a video about ski- 
ing in Mongolia, where skis are still 
in everyday use for performing 
chores in deep snow. 

On Sunday morning, our group 
donned climbing skins for a short tour 
into Pipeline with Eric Pehota and 
Whitewater ski patroller Kirk Jensen. 
We even took time to do a quick 
transceiver search drill, despite the 
fact that Jensen likely knew this 
couloir (which funnels back into the 
ski area) like the back of his hand. 
The entrance was steep, choked with 
fresh Kootenay prime powder. Pehota 
made it look ridiculously easy while | 
flailed about. Maybe it's time to quit 
writing about backcountry skiing and 
get out there and do it a bit more. The 
amount of backcountry terrain that 
Whitewater offers is truly stunning, 
but it's no place for inexperienced or 
ill-prepared skiers. Luckily, the White- 
water Mountain Learning Centre 
offers recreational avalanche courses 
and a range of backcountry touring 
courses throughout the winter. ; 

In talking with participants who 
came from all over the pacific north- 
west, BC and Alberta, it’s clear that 
the organizers of Coldsmoke hit the 
ball out of the park on the first try. 
The hugely reliable Kootenay weather 
complied by piling on a big 50-cen- 
timetre dump just two days before 
the event began, and powder was 
plentiful, though it must be said that 
the ski area gets tracked out pretty 
quickly. It’s best to avail yourself of Spring Sale runs March 12 + April 2, 2007 
some local knowledge in order to get In-store only, not available online 
fresh tracks. Like many of the others 
in attendance, | can’t wait for the 
next one. v 


TO JASPER 
INCLUDING: 


ONE NIGHT AT Whistler’s Inn 
ONE DAY SKIING AT MARMOT BASIN 
DINNER AT FIDDLE RIVER RESTAURANT 


STEP 1. GO TO THE VUEWEEKLY.COM WEBSITE AND 
SUBSCRIBE TO FIRST READ or rou ane ALREADY A SUBSCRIBER GDT0'STEP 2) 


Panorama 
Mountain Village — 


* Enjoy the comforts of home in a pro- - 
fessionally managed, privately owned, 
chalet, home or condo. 
* Just a short scenic 1.5 drive from 
Banff in 8.C.’s beautiful Columbia 
Valley. 

* Ski, snowboard, cross-country ski, 
sleigh ride, snowshoe, heli-ski, fish, 
Skate, spa, hot pools, sauna, restau- 
rants, lounges, shopping and lessons 
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Victory! 
Heartache! 
Murder? 


DIRTY LAUNDRY 


JOEL SEMCHUK 
dintylaundry @vueweekly. com 


DIE-NASTY 


Trophy Wife Chery! Oogachakka can't 
figure out Edmonton's weather—her 
floral-print sun dress, long white shawl 
and big pink hat aren't quite in season. 
Captain Derrick Capilano has the cold 
beatin a butterfly collar shirt and a tan 
leather coat. Team owner Ty Knotley 
may be trading his star player and los- 
ing his team to the Masked Marauder 
but at least, as he says, “| have Jean 
Hammond reaching into my pants and 
tickling my love buttons.” 

With hotshot Dwayne Minsky still in 
his second coma, his father Burl is 
lonely, seeking comfort and hope. He 
might not have found any of that at Dr 
Excellente’s place, as the doctor is still 
missing but he did sleep with the doc- 
tor's wife Doris 

Things are not quite so good for 
Skeets. Just when the commentator 
was starting to figure out his women, 
Cheryl reminded him of the inevitability 
of her marriage (while her husband was 
in LA); Skeets didn't take it well—whin- 
ing, redundantly reminiscing, promising 
to take them away somewhere, and 
Cheryl ran out crying. 


ALL OF THIS STICKINESS didn’t impede 
Capilano from single-handedly winning 
the latest game against the Atlanta 
Flames. Ernie Bezerko, the Flames’ star, 
was a litany of dirty plays, violence, 
intimidation and disrespect; he beat up 
Derrick and Jamie Majors when she 
came out to play goalie. He later groped 
Chery! Oogachakka in Laurel's bar; she 
S irly receptive. Maybe it was 
le green bandana scarf 
s Ray-Bans on 

though: she was going 
her violent 


ely on his Pall Mall 
sly telling Burl that the two 
1 other again 


ith Ty and 
F admitted 
go back empty-handed 
Ty to kill him. Ty dutifully 
ve man’s neck; Diane saw the 
ing 
Jefully no one is in jail next week. w 
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There’s a little Monster in everyone 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

t seems obvious enough that it’s 
I hardly worth mentioning, but 

people are capable of some hor- 
rifically brutal things. Take, for 
instance, the recent scene at a local 
apartment building where four men 
were allegedly found sawing another 
man’s body into pieces; unofficial 
word is that there was blood seeping 
through the floors and dripping into 


the apartment below. Of course, - 


maybe more disturbing than any act 
is the fact it’s so obvious to point out 
just how terrible we can be. 

At least, that’s what Kill Your Tele- 
vision’s Kevin Sutley and Nathan 
Cuckow are finding as they parse 
through Daniel Maclvor’s diabolically 
dense one-hander Monster. A 90- 
degree turn from last year’s Sterling- 
winning The Glass Menagerie, the play 
drifts through the psyches of everyone 
from a young boy obsessed with a 
brutal neighbourhood killing to the 
film director whose unfinished horror 
masterpiece might have inspired the 
very thing, with a quarrelling couple, 
a screenwriting drunk and a conde- 
scending narrator whose lives have 
all somehow been affected by the 
crime thrown in for good measure. 

“| think more than any other of 
Maclvor's plays, this one is driven by 
ideas, rather than by any character,” 
explains Sutley. “I think it was a 
result of him and Daniel Brooks [who 
dramaturged the original perform- 
ance in 1998] sitting around trying to 
figure out why people do these 
things, why kids kill each other at 
Columbine, that sort of thing, which I 


Kk | THU MAR IS -SUM MAR 25 
MONSTER 


em DIRECTED BY KEVIN SUTLEY 

_ | WRITTEN BY DANIEL MACIVOR 
STARRING NATHAN CUCKOW 
OXY THEATRE (10708 - 124 STREET), $ 22? 


think is a pretty big question, and 
there aren't a lot of answers.” 

“He says in the play—Adam, the 
narrator, says, there's no logical 
explanation for anything, there’s no 
particular reason why, and that ques- 
tion unto itself is pointless,” adds 
Cuckow. “I don’t know if that’s actu- 
ally right, but then what is the expla- 
nation? You can get into nature 
versus nurture, is it video games, 
movies, a ‘me-me-me’ society—it 
almost could be anything.” 


THE PLAY ITSELF seems to offer up 


every one of those options, and 
more, without ever seeming to settle 
on a definitive answer: alcoholic par- 
ents could be just as culpable as Hol- 
lywood, because the reasons seem 
as unique and different as the people 
who do the acts. Rather than point a 
finger, Maclvor seems to want to get 
people to acknowledge that it’s an 
almost inherent part of humanity 
that we'll do horrible things to one 
another, no more or less understand- 
able than anything else we do, even 
if more distasteful. 

“We all have it in ourselves—I cer- 
tainly do, and I like to think I’m 
aware of it and try to control it, but 
it’s still there,” explains Cuckow. “I 
mean, even just shushing people in 
theatres, like the narrator does in the 


play—l've gotten some serious cases 
of theatre rage from people talking in 
theatres. I once told a woman, some 
old banger babe who was with her 
daughter, that I was going to rip her 


head off and piss down her neck if 
she didn’t shut up. That was after we 
got into it for a bit, but maybe it’s just 
a matter of the right buttons being 
pushed.” w 


Flyfisher’s Companion hooks old timer’s realism 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

t would be nice to believe that 
| every script an actor picked up 

struck something within them, 
but the world we live in is far from a 
perfect place 

However, spend two minutes with 
venerable Edmonton actors John 
Wright and Glenn Nelson, peppered 
beards in full scratch mode and 
dressed in the sloppily comfortable 
attire of the fisherman, and it 
becomes readily apparent that Mike 
Melski's The Flyfisher’s Compan- 
ion hits close to home 

Though they’ve been more inti- 
mately involved with the play for 
longer than usual, having work- 
shopped it in Calgary with Melski 
two years ago, there’s obviously 
something that grips quite a bit 
stronger in the story of two old fly- 
fishermen out for what might be 


THU, MAR 15-SUN, MAR 3 
THE FLYFISHER’S 


COMPANION 

DNRECTED BY JIM DEFELICE 

WRITTEN BY MIKE MELSKI 

STARRING JOKN WRIGHT, GLENN NELSON 
VARSCONA THEATRE (1099-83 AVENUE, 
$19- $20; PAPWHAT-YOU-CAN SAT MATINEE, 
240K TE 


PREVUE 


their last cast. 

Wes Clarke (Nelson) is a bit of a 
loose goose who has been handed 
his last ticket and decides to drag his 
cantankerous, increasingly senile 
lifelong friend Don Atcheson 
(Wright) out for a trip to the cabin 
where they used to spend their sum- 
mers, in hopes of licking out wounds 
and repairing a bond that slowly 
broke down over the years. 


FOR WRIGHT, settling your accounts 
is something that’s become more 
and more relevant the further down 
the road he’s getting. 

“Now that I'm getting real close to 


60, it's resonating the hell with me,” 
Wright explains in a typically gruff 
fashion. “There’s a line in the script 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 32 
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Frankenstein's spectacle comes alive 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
I: the world is a miserable place, 
it’s only because we've made it 
one. Whatever else one wants to 
take out of Jonathan Christenson’s 
adaptation of Frankenstein—and it is 
a rich text—there’s simply no escap- 
ing the crushing glare of culpability 
Christenson casts at each and every 
one of his audience members, holding 
up the broken, ugly shards of mirror 
living proves to be so that we can see 
exactly who is responsible for shatter- 
ing it in the first place. 


— TOSUN MAR 25 


= | FRANKENSTEIN 

oe | WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY 

JOWATHAN CHRISTENSON 

STARAING ANDREW KUSHNIR, GEORGE SZILAGY!, 
TRACY PENNER, NICK GREEN, NANCY MCALEAR, 
oH TIM MACHIN, 

as THEATRE (8529 - 103 STREET) 


Christenson’s creature (George Szi- 
lagyij—like Shelley's, though perhaps 
a degree more—is quite literally the 
monster we have created. Patched 
together from the ugliest pieces of 
ourselves, he is nevertheless tender, 
joyous, practically bursting with an 
affirmation of life’s beauty and won- 
der; that is, until we so unceremoni- 
ously reject him. 

Everything his creature does is 
motivated out of his profound sense 


of isolation, his melancholy only 
matched by his seething rage at liter- 
ally everyone, from his creator to a 
blind stranger, for casting him away. 


Perhaps the most scathing indict- 
ment, though, of the tragedies we cre- 
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THE FLYFISHER'S COMPANION 


where he says, ‘I'm afraid of nothing 
in this life but the leaving of it,’ and 
believe me, when you get older, you 


start to think things like, ‘Geez, how " 


am I gonna pay that—I'm gonna be 
dead." It starts to weigh on you, and 
the mortality of the script hits me 
pretty deeply.” 

Nelson agrees that that mortality 
elevates the play to a rare level of 
power for an actor. 

“Even as we're rehearsing it, some 
of these scenes are difficult to get 
through, because they just take you 
straight into it,” he says with bari- 
tone gravity. “I mean, God help us if 
we act—what [Melski]’s getting at is 
so huge, all you really need to do is 
speak the words that are there, and it 
comes through.” 

It’s an interesting idea, and cer- 
tainly almost entirely antithetical to 
the standard actors’ mantra, which 
can sometimes seem like forcing the 
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audience into appreciating all the 
first-rate acting going on. As both 
veterans explain, though, true 
humanity is always more powerful 
than a good accent. 

“I saw a production of Hamlet sev- 
eral years ago where the actor playing 
Hamlet spoke Shakespeare just beau- 
tifully. Every word, every phrase, every 
bit of diction was just beautifully 
phrased; it was a wonder to listen to, 
but I didn’t care if he blew his head off 
right in front of me,” explains Nelson 
with sincere nonchalance. “If you 
don’t care about Hamlet, that show is 
in big trouble, and I think that if we sat 
around making sure we had our Cape 
Breton accents down and played the 
big scenes big, we'd lose the play.” 

“If you don't feel it in the gut, in the 
heart, it doesn’t matter how intellec- 
tually you've got it down; it’s useless,” 
agrees Wright. “This is emotional 
stuff, and we get emotional just sitting 
around thinking and talking about it. 
There's no acting required, you just 
trust the words you're saying and 
hope you don't fuck it up.” wv 
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Hard Sell is everything but 


DAVID BERRY / david@vuewsekly.com 

f “Fringe play” isn’t already an 
[estes sub-genre of theatre, 

we need to get on the case of 
whoever it is that classifies the 
species of art. 

Not plays that show at a Fringe, 
mind you, but plays built specifically 
for the ADHD summertime theatre 
set. Modest production values; 
quick, crackling pace; generally 
leaning on comedy and/or outra- 
geousness of some kind over con- 
templation: these plays are made to 
be watched in (hopefully) air-condi- 
tioned theatres while salivating over 
beer gardens and elephant ears—in- 
out, laugh-gasp, clap-cheer and do it 
all again in 15 minutes. 

There's absolutely nothing wrong 
with that particular format—I only 
bring it up because, as far as exem- 
plars of the Fringe play go, Craig 
Baxter's Hard Sell might as well be 
a textbook. Though Trevor Schmidt's 
NLT production has gussied up the 
values considerably—and to pleas- 
ing effect—this play, with its hard- 
boiled cops at each other's throats, 
half-gimmicky role-playing to solve 
a murder case and closing-in-on- 
the-top spitting obscenity, is like 
early summertime, with the aimless 
kind of fun that implies. 


IT'S NOT TO SAY there's nothing extra 
going on in Hard Sell—there's a little 
bit of meta commentary on acting, 
and some perfunctory stabs at class 
dynamics—but nevertheless the 
broader the better, something 
Schmidt seems to realize to full 
effect. 

Dave Clarke's Detective Sergeant 
Filth, the lead investigator in this 
murder mystery, is an overcooked 
asshole, equally at home masturbat- 
ing the change in his pocket while he 
breathes down the neck of his pretty, 
silent witness as he is firing shots 
across his partner's, Detective Con- 
stable Pig’s (Mark Stubbings), bow, 
from questioning his sexuality to bas- 


TO SUN MAR 18 


HARD SELL 

DIRECTO BY TREVOR SCHMIDT 

WRITTEN BY CRAIG BAXTER 

STARRING DAVE CLARKE, MARK TUBBINGS 
THIRD SPACE (11516-103STAEET,§15-S18 


tardizing the syllables in cun-stable. 

Stubbings took a bit longer to get 
a bead on his uptight dogooder, like- 
ly because he had less to play with 
through. the first half, but he settled 
in admirably, bubbling up with the 
right amount of seething to make 
exchanges uncomfortable but still 
maintaining a soft enough side to 
make a speech about his deceased 
mother hit the heart (all the more 
admirable considering most of the 
play is aimed at the groin). 


REVUE 


The centrepiece is an extended 
role-playing sequence wherein Pig 
and Filth act out the various princi- 
ples in an effort to solve the crime— 
it’s readily apparent all three men 
had plenty of fun putting together 
this sequence. From Filth alterna- 
tively hitting on and portraying a 
slinky, Sharon Stone-esque witness 
to Pig increasingly playing with his 
lead detective’s thick head, these 
scenes crack like the best of high- 
impact Fringe drama, fun and omi- 
nous all at once. 

After that, all that’s left is a twist 
ending, and while I won't spoil it 
here, suffice to say, it too has the 
type of pop that will leave you sous- 
ing it out on your way to the green 
onion cakes. vw 
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Smells like adult spirit: Raymond Biesinger’s visual manifesto 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
ante never described it, but 
‘ D== there must be a special, 
bargain basement-low circle 
of hell for those dim shades that glide 
through life tsk-tsking idealists and 
equating adulthood with the joyless 
abandonment of the beautiful and 
fragile feeling that one is able to make 
a difference in the world, simply 
through will and consideration. 

The corollary, of course, is that there 
must be a lofty paradise for those who 
manage to retain the beatific purity of 
humanistic optimism. Perhaps Ray- 
mond Biesinger will be sung towards 
that direction by the angels when he 
foxtrots off this mortal coil. 

It’s just as likely that the Edmon- 
ton-based illustrator and artist will be 
accompanied by winged and halo-ed 
hindquarters of deer, such as the 
bisected roadkill of Night Danger, the 
silkscreened centrepiece of the 2006 
Latitude 53 exhibition that marked his 
first official foray into non-commer- 
cial art-making. 

“I finally have the time and 


. Tesources to do my own ideas through 


"my own means, after years of doing 
other peoples’ ideas using their con- 
cepts and means to express them,” 
Biesinger explains, eyeballing by the 
new work that makes up Pep Rally: 
36 Felt Pennants About Things 
You Can Care About 

This comment is disingenuous. If 
any illustrator puts his own mark on 
assignments, Biesinger does, gracing 


_ 
= 
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PEP RALLY 36 FELT 
PENNANTS ABOUT THINGS 


YOU CAN CARE ABOUT 
BY RAYMOND BESINGER 
CAFE MOSAIC (1004-82 AVENUE) 


the pages of publications as varied as 
the Walrus, the New York Times, and 
Men’s Health. The results of his dis- 
tinctive blocky, graphic approach and 
rampant cerebral in-jokes and visual 
punning frequently one-up the text his 
work is supposed to support. It cer- 
tainly must feel true, though, for an 
artistic temperament as headstrong 
and mercunial as his. 

“I've always felt the need to make 
stand-alone art instead of just the 
necessary art I do for commerce,” 
Biesinger asserts. “Along with that 
idea of self-expressive ‘art-art’, I 
thought I should get away from paper 
—newsprint, magazine print ... the 
paper world my illustrations live in.” 

A serendipitous antique fair 
encounter with a vintage pennant—a 
nostalgic adornment in Leave It To 
Beaver-esque bedrooms that seems 
aglow with youthful enthusiasm— 
lodged in Biesinger’s imagination. 

“Why not make a series of felt pen- 
nants that, instead of celebrating the 
usual sports teams or Disney charac- 
ters, actually mentioned things that I 
believe in?” 


THUS BIESINGER FLIES the flag(s) for 


@) George Rushing 


© Patrick Thompson 
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his heroes, scientist and environmen- 
talist David Suzuki and HIV/AIDS 


. activist Stephen H Lewis, simply 


silkscreening their names on triangu- 
lar pieces of felt. Other textual pen- 
nant treatments include his favourite 
form of government, Social Democra- 
cy and Slovenia (“the land of my 
ancestors—the good half, and an all- 
around awesome place: outdoor 
nation, no ethnic cleansing, the most 
green spaces in Europe per square 
kilometre.”). Shout-outs to literacy 
and numeracy are present, as are 


Get Paid 
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numerous alternatives to automotive 
transportation, including images of a 
Co-op Taxi, a bicycle, an oddball 
pedometer with legs, and the front of 
the Number Seven/ Belgravia bus. 

Three pennants hold a 
menagerie—a kitty, bird and squirrel, 
which Biesinger reveals are “three 
things that keep my studio entertain- 
ing. If Cleo didn’t come to sit with me 
at my desk and watch the birds and 
squirrels, I’d quit. That interaction is 
an important distraction when you 
work alone.” 
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Ciphers that engage broader co), 
cepts, such as the unknown, Savings 
and the community, are also prese,; 
as are private jokes. 

“If you look closely, the moustach. 
is actually the squirrel’s tail, SWitcheg 
and mirrored. It’s a trick—dead|in.. 
encroaching,” he laughs. 

The recently engaged Biesing,, 
also includes pennants Celebratin 
Marriage in all its forms, hetero ang 
otherwise, plus a crest-like Toyal ref 
erence to his intended bride. A weg. 
ding ring also adorns a hand breaking 
a bottle. 

“That's an AA thing. It’s only been 
in the past few years for the first time 
I've seen struggles with alcohol in my 
friends. You shouldn't be afraid (5 
waste it and break the. bottle,” he 
states. 

Biesinger has also included the vir, 
tage piece that sparked the endeay- 
our, along with found retro Badges 
he’s mounted on pennants, which hy 
refers to as his “control group of cor 
ventional enthusiasms” accompan 
ing his silkscreened ones. 

The full effect of these felt flag 
marching neatly alongside one anoth 
er like ideological soldiers, may reca 
naiveteé, but the subjects comprise 
fully adult visual manifesto. 

“I almost feel like navel-gazing can 
be reprehensible, considering whai 
going in the world,” Biesinger empha- 
sizes. “A lot of art doesn’t say a 
thing and seems self-indulgent 
Impersonal isn’t interesting.” v 
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yemember years ago, in the company of 
particular group of friends and col- 
gues, allowing a sort of game to infil- 
te otherwise benign and essentially 
less late-night conversations. The 
same didn’t have a name, but for the sake 
»{ discussion I'll now christen it “In My 
snevolent Dictatorship.” It consisted of 
p and my fellow conversationalists pro- 
Jaiming what impositions we'd force 
ipon our ideal society. 

My list invariably outlawed large-scale 
jvertising and placed severe regulations 
the mindless playing of recorded music 
public places. The list of a radical the- 
vical friend would routinely include a 
j0-year moratorium on producing Shake- 
neare. If we got together now, I’m sure 

y revised lists would invariably include a 
an on the use of cellphones while solicit- 

9 service from a fellow human being. 
here were simply areas in which our sen- 
bilities inevitably overlapped. 

None of us actually wanted to live 
inder a dictatorship. We recognized—| 
hink—that what we were dealing with 
ere subjective values, not essential 
intits. We fantasized a society in which 
; subjective values were woven into 
e fabric of dailylife, for the ostensible 

. fellow citizenry. We 
ourselves as liberal 
farians, but in our fan- 
‘0 be certain, the Ene- 


een the freedom of a 
edom of a people is a 
confusion. People 


bvels and essays of Milan Kundera, no 
loubst partly due to his emigrating from a 
dtialist country to a capitalist-democrat- 
p country. He's not culturally inclined to 
ake the same presumptions about ideol- 
yy that we're often guilty of. 
Like Milan Kundera, Charles Fried was 
bm in the former Czechoslovakia, but his 
imily fled when Fried was still a child, 
ventually settling in the US, where Fried 
attended Princeton, Oxford, Columbia and 
arvard, became a lawyer and an academ- 
, pe . one time solicitor general. 
IS THESE rience of life under a 
olitical Gpeakgtiarmercaly distinct from 
u's |s Comparatively minimal, but | do 
lieve it adds @ certain texture, maybe 
en a rianism, to his new 
“ms iberty and the Limits of 
overnment (WW Norton, $31). 
| picked up Mbdern Liberty in that 
lever you get when you find a book that 
eems to ad precisely a subject 
u've alwa preoccupied with. It's 
tall order, but rewards his reader 
lite satisfyingly—assuming his reader 
posits their biases at the door. 
“The greatest enemy has always been 
ome vision of the good,” Fried begins, 
Ting the tone for an invigorating study 
“Counter-intuitive polemicism. He 


re’s a divide between 
yeedom of a person and 
eedom of a people 


defines liberty in numerous, useful ways: 
liberty as individuality made normative; 
liberty as self-ownership; liberty as an 
absence of imposed restraints. His liberty 
hinges on individual choice but also 
respect for others. He acknowledges 
more extreme violations of liberty—Pol 
Pot is a favourite—but, smartly, focuses 
on liberty’s deniers in the most stable 
contemporary societies. 

Fried’s three primary examples are the 
1977 Quebec Charter of the French Lan- 
guage and its strict prohibitions against 
the use of languages other than French, 
the National Trust for Historic Preserva- 
tion's attempts to keep Wal-Mart out of 
Vermont, and (keep your shirt on) Health 
Canada’s attempts to suppress access to 
private clinics. He's, rather cunningly, 
placed himself in a position where he 
could offend a lot of people (especially 
Canadians), yet he carefully combs 


CUARLES FRIED i 


through all sorts of reasonable motiva- 
tions for such impositions before making 
a persuasive case against each of them, 
all the while never compromising the 
necessity of taxation, welfare, etc. (Read 
it first, then send me the emails.) 

There’s no Right or Left to Fried’s thesis, 
or even a lawyerly sophistry, simply a 
belief in liberty as superior virtue. He 
makes alarming statements about the 
value of looking at all forms of human 
interaction as the exchange of commodi- 
ties, yet he later uses this stance as a way 
to defend the freedom to practice sex in 
whatever consensual form, exhilaratingly 
taking to task parties who want to control 
sex behind closed doors because “the very 
idea” offends them. He emphasizes the 
imperative of property as something to be 
heavily defined, regulated and protected, 
yet he doesn't hesitate to defend the rights 
of the homeless to use public space. 

| finished Modern Liberty feeling not 
convinced but enlightened, even though 
the book defends the right for Wal-Mart 
to degrade a landscape—and that’s really 
saying something. Still, | don't think Fried 
is suggesting that liberty can be attained 
in some absolute form; rather, the values 
it deals in should always be ready to be 
brought back to the negotiating table. 
And so should our liberty to negotiate. w 
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FRANKENSTEIN 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31 


ate is when the creature first sees the 
bride Victor Frankenstein (Andrew 
Kushnir) has promised to create him. 
“In a better world,” the chorus sings, 
they could be happy. Not a perfect 
one, mind you, just one more tolerant, 
more generous, more understanding 
than this one. In this one, though, 
with its selfish desires, paranoia at 
what we don’t immediately under- 
stand, and denial of our own faults, 
often only to cast them on to others, 
their story is doomed to tragedy. 


| DONT MEAN T0 SUGGEST, however, 


that this Frankenstein is any kind of 
polemic. Among the greatest 
strengths of the play is that Christen- 
son wraps all his commentary—nearly 
all of it heart-rendingly incisive—in 
purely enjoyable spectacle. 

Though there is a touch of obse- 
quious clowning that’s thankfully 
abandoned by the second act, from 
the moment the papier mache doors 
are slid open to reveal the innards of 
Frankenstein Castle, Christenson is 
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= a: 
relentless in his bid to enraptu;, th 
audience. On a set beautifully sty), d 
by Bretta Gerecke, Christens,,.. 
songs spring to gothic life, with 
energy and audacity of a more Mel 
choly Black Rider. 

Like that other Edmonton theatre 
favourite, though, Christenson also id 
well aware of how much is too Much, 
and though he’s more than conten; to 
push theatricality as much as Poss. 
ble, he keeps the reigns on so jj nevep 
gets ridiculous. Although blesseq with 
a supremely talented Cast—chieg 
among them Szilagyi and Kushniy 
who bring a world-weary, almost con: 
ciliatory apoplexy and a naive obg, 
siveness, respectively—Christenso, 
never lets any of them get away With 
drawing attention to themselye 
instead slotting them in and weaying 
them through his story with subtle 
aplomb, never gratuitous but powe, 
fully enough that when he puils out 
their hearts, it resonates. 

Together, it makes for a crushiy 
but exhilarating tragedy, an entertain. 
ing exhortation, and a soothing anti. 
dote to the type of unforgiving 
inhospitable world we've gone ‘4 
such pains to create for ourselves y 
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Rock & Roll Photography Auction 
Barry Wentzel photographs from 1965-1975 


Online Auction Closes: March 24, 2007 


For more information contac! 


Doug Levis or Rebecca Harding 4! 
TEL: 403.541.9099 or mail@levisauctions.co™ 


[oes 


dark fairytale sot to Sergai's 
‘Symphony Orchestra, choreography 
| (8pm) * Tickets availab) 


p ‘Drummers, Pathways to 
Cinderella © Thu, Mat. 22.(7.30pm) 
ailable at TicketMaster 


€§ BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) * Open 
‘Oarn-Spm * LANDFORMS: Landscape paintings by David 
ds © Until Mat. 22 


TA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10185-106 St (438-5511) * 
Mon-Sat 10am-Spm {closed all hols) * Feature Gallery: Ali 
OUT ALBERTA ont Mag. 31.* Diseewery Gallery: SOW SERIES 
reves by Carole Epp, unbl Apr. 7 © NED-OVO: Egg desion by Nei! 
uke until Apt 7 


1 GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422-6223) Open 
4 Fe 10300m-Bpr The 10:3em-Spm; Sat-Sun IYam-Spm © FREE 
et Mac 24 * Closing reception: Sot. Mac 24 (14pm) « Taser: 

scr of design-th with MAD.E ® A screen- 

of Hause Gals by Ok. Mark Nowercrynsti: Sat. Mat 24 (2pm) * The last 
of cpersbon at Churuill Squere: tree admission © APAATMENT 
sand others, Max 15 (8pm Elactneity for Everybody! /Ilifit Outfit: Mar 
‘The Blazing Violets, quest, Sat, Mar 17 (@pm} 
aie 
GALLERY | Pies (853-1855) © A WORLD OF 
ed panting inspired by the southern United 


(770-105 St (439-9532) * Open every Thu 

fertists investigate ferale-or-female 

Aeanrks by ArtsHab residents * Mar 
Wax 15 (perfate) 


TA 9103-55 Awe (461-3427) # 
Linda Charet, Mara Ciesrewska, 
bulie Tardif © Uniil Mae. 21 


‘steel sculptures by Alan Reynolds © Until Mar. 24 


DESIGN STUDIO AMD GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Fad (482- 
Mamr530pm, Sat Mam-4pm, 
| 200E: New artworks by various artists 


‘12 St. 89 Ave (492-2081) * Open: 
‘FROM TURKEY. Recent prints 


10516 Wirt Ave (432-0240) ¢ Open: Mon-Sat :308m- 
= TOWERS OF WON: Group show featuring figurative artworks by 
cope Bonchutt, & Rms Bradley, Vern: Busby, Edmund Haakonson, Eileen 
sod Kit Tobe Unit Mas. 31 


AT MAIUNER-STAMLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Mii F, Sir 
Heston Ghurchit So (96-7030) ¢ Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spmr: Sat Sam-Gpm, 
Span Anwar bythe Sculptors: Association of Alberta; until Mat, 31 


HOUSE | TE St(A25-4180) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm: 
(2pm © Prem Misa: AEWIND? Priotworks and multi-media works wath 
0, performer aed electronic imaging by Bornie Baxter ® Unt! Mer. 3) 
. |GALLEMY Sustheors Place. 10831 University Ave (433-5282) 
pen: Morefri Semetem * TNE TIMES AND PLACES: Photographs ty 
Hidebrandh © Uni Mar. 29 
) 11817-80 St (479-8424) Open Tue-Fri 
DerteS:ien, Sat $:30am '® Prints by Norval Morrissaau and 
> Duntings by Dan Sharpe, Wendy Risdale. Raymond Chow and 
Pranmullec eed pottery by local potters « (SOUTH) 7711-85 St 
617) = Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 10am-Spm * Watercolours 
roger. {Myra Wilkinson, Lois Bauman, Jim 
: drawings ty Brenda Hill, photo- 
: by Gerard Fiterman * Through March 


90-1161) * CARVING THE 
© Until Mar. 17 


(az3 53 . 
by David Cantine © HERE THEY 
Danchuk © Until Mar. 17 


LERY ‘4 (ihewell Arts Centre, 590 Broadmoor Blvd. Sherwood 


957-4481) © Open 4pm Thu 5-Spm # The Art Society of 
‘by Brenda Doris, Patricia Laing, 
88: Carly Pit, Mary Deeprase and Jaroce Bonsant 


ba 
"Merry VOam-Spm * A CENTURY OF CARING AND INNOVATION 


Mey 


37 Bristol Estates, 51049 Rance Road 
'= Sculptures by Horst D. open stusio 


She nood Pa (882-4180 


UST Albert Place, St. Albert 
[OF AGRICULTURE IN ST 


MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE 5411-51 St. Stony Pisin 

=O yen © AST ADES Ad gg 
assy" sido of women including a feveating collection of intimates from the 
early years: Mar. 30-May 28 


NINA HAGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery Gallery. 9704-111 Ave 
(474-7811) * Open: Mon-Fri 10am-Zpm Tua/Thu evenings 630-8pm * 
OBJECT OF THOUGHT. Faintings by Wattor Ronychuk © Mar 13-Apr 13 « 
Opening reception: Thu. Max. 22 (58m) 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 2 Orcizs Ad. Shervrond Park 467-2028) * The 
‘Society of Western Canadian Arists Spring Art Show * Until Mar. 31 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 15 Perron Strect. St Albert (460-4310) = 
Open, Tue-Sat (10am-Spmi, Thu {1Oam-8om) * FORM AND POTENTIAL: 
‘Anworks by Pierre Bataillard, and Benjamin Oswald * Until Apr. 7 
Opening reception: Thu, Mat. 15 (7-Spm} * ArtVentures: Fun with Form: Mer. 
V7 (1-4pm) for child 6-12: $5/ctuld 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 oper Fad (427-1750) * Open: 
‘Tue-Sat. Wed Sam-430pm * THE GREAT WESTEAN GARMENT COMPANY. 
Founded in 1911 and now owned by Levis Strauss and Co. (Canada) In, the 
history of garment workers offers a glimpse af the history of all working peo- 
plein this city, Exhibit features information panels, photographs and clothing 
'* Until Ape 27 

SCOTT GALLERY 1041-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue-Sat 10an-Som * 
TWILIGHT ON THE PRAIRIE: New landscape paintings by Jim Davies, until 
Mar 20 © LAS MENINAS, Paintings by Leslie Poole: Mar. 24-Apr, 10: open- 
ing receptor: Sat, Mar. 24 (2-4pm), artist in attendance 


‘SHAP GALLERY 1(0209-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12-Son # ART OF 
THEANKARA EX-LIBAIS SOCIETY: Small printworks by artists of the Ankara 
Exlibris Society of Turkey * Until Ape 14 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove (962-2664) 
Artworks by Lindss Daoust ¢ Until Mar 24 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Street, ST. Albert (450-593) « FADES 
AND MORE: Paintings by Richard Lipscombe * Until Mar 31 


‘TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (457-9100/451-2344) + 
Explorer Gallery: [EGO Secrets of the Pharaohs until May 6 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 10410-82 Ave behind Sspphires 
(438-7978) # FREE PLAY. Collaborations by local artists * PERSONAL 
IMPRESSIONS: Sculptures and reliefs « March-April 

AAA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-1#2 St (421-1731) * Open 
Mon-Fri 1Gam-4pm Sat 12-4pm  CHAHAGTERS: Hats by Michelle Leavitt- 
‘Djonfic and felted sculptures by Renee wan der Putten * Until Mar 31 


ne ee Paintings by Richard 
le 


___ LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-75 Ave (469-8755) * Story Stam: An opportunity 
for writers to share their work, explore their talents and show off * Third 
Wed sach mont = $5 (donation) * Mar 21 (signup: 7pm, show’ Bom) 


(CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (493-2832) * TALES. monthly 
Storytolling Circle: Tell stories or come to listen * Second Fri of each 
month (8-10pm) until June * $3 [first time free) 


CONVOCATION HALL Aris Building, U of A * Joseph Boyden lecture. 
Mushkegowuk to New Orfeans: a Mixed Blood Highway and reads {rom 
hisnew novel, and kicks-off Canadian Uterature Centre Lecture Series 
* Mar. 21 (4pm) 


GRANT MAcEWAN COLLEGE City Centre Bookstare * Discovery 
(Café: Chance or Choica?: Celebrate language through song and varse 
hosted by Sandia Mooney-Ellerbeck. facilitated by Nancy Mackenzie, 
featuring music and readings. Be part of tha dialogue * Mar. 24 (1- 
20pm) © Free 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St * The Dlive Reading Series * Open- 
mic 2nd Tue each month 


KASBAR LOUNGE Basement of Yienni’s Taverna, 10444 Whyte Ava 
(814-8620) © Rapture Open stage poetry with the Raving Poats band 
‘avery Wed (sign-up: 7:30pm; show: 8pm) until May 30 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (649-3378) 
Robert Munseh telling tales, Love You Forever book tour * Fri, Mar. 22 
(4:30pm and 6:30pm) * $24 ledult//$16 (child 12.and under) at Festival 
Place box office, TicketMaster 


WAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poetry, and perform: 
anca art open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electri¢ Orchestra * 
Every Thu (8pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-00 Ave (433-2932) * Story Calé: 
TALES © First Thu of ea month, through to June (7-Spm) * Celtic 
Heart-Stary Café: Featuring storytellers Kathy Jessup, Kate ‘Quinn and 
Bethany Elfis, presented by TALES Edmonton, Followed by open mic, tall 
your story ® $S.cover 


ST. THOMAS CAFE 44 St. Thomas Strost, St Albert * Poet's Ink 
Writing evenings every Thu (7-Spm) except long weekends, holidays and 
summer months * Meetings include Mat 15, 22, and 29 


SAVOY MARTINI BAR OM WHYTE 10401-82 Ave (428-0973) « TRIBUTE 
SERIES: New paintings, tributes to artists, musicians and pop icores by 
Denise Lefebvre © Reception, artist in attendance: Wed, Mat: 21 (7pm) 


STUDIO GALLERY 11 Pesron Street, St. Albert (450-5993) * Open The 
12-Bpm Fri 10sm-Bpm: Sat Yam-Spm * FACES AND MORE Artworks 
by Richard Lipscomba * Until Mar 31 


‘THREE BANANAS CAFE Sic Winston Churchill Sq (995-6819) * 
Calebration of Original Poatry by Now Canadians: featuring Rita 
Espeschit, Yi Li, Manjan Megla and Pengsheng Coo, and music by gui- 
tarist Sia Samimi, hosted by Sstye Das * Mar. 18 (2-4 p.m) 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA fin 122 Education Bldg South, UotA 
Campus (458-4652) © Writer's Cinela with Margaret Macpherson (7pm), 
meeting: first time guests free/retuming $10; Canedian Authors 
‘Association: Speaker event featuring Florence Mekie speaking on Tie 
Spinning Coin of Reading and Whiting-How does one influence the other?: 
Fri, Mas, 30 (6pm) * Workshop featuring Florence McKie The Analytical 
Eye). Learning from the Written Page-the power of different ways of 
reading, lessons from different genres, templates for practice to hone your 
writing skills, Mat. 31 (8:30am4pm): $30 (CAA memiber)/$50 (Non-mem= 
ber) pre-register at 458-4662 registert@canauthorsalberta.com 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO 10209-85 Ave * Stroll of Poots Poets’ Haven 
Reading series is an opportunity for poetry ‘enthusiasts to enjoy poetry 
inan intimate café setting every Mon night: through 10 ‘Mat. (7-Spm) * 
$5 (door, incl. coffee, tea and poatry) * Angula Dekort, Jacquie Bell, 
Nicole Pekan, and Tracey Murray; Mar. 19 (7pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


SS 
‘THE COMEDY FACTORY 2414 Gateway Boulevard (469-4999) ¢ Thu 
[8:30pm), $11; Fri {8:30pm}, $20; Sat(@pm), $20: Sat (10:30pm), $20 * 
Every Wed (8:30pm); Wacky Wednesday; $5 © Warren B. Hall, Mar, 15- 
17 © Kris Shaw; Mar, 22-24 « Jon Charles; Mar, 29-31 


‘THE COMIC STRIP 1645 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St (489-5999) * 
Open: nightly Bpm. Fri Bom and 10:30pm, Sat Spm and 10:30. Sun 
Bom © Mitch Fatel, Rick Beonson, Lars Callieou, and Sterling Scott 
until Mar. 118 © Hit or Miss Mondays Man, Mar. 19 © Alternative 


Comedy Night: featuring comedy hypnotism, magic, music, street per- 
formers and more; Tue, Mar 20 © John Wessling, Welby Santos, and 
100.3's Paul Brown: Mat. 21-25 * Hit or Miss Mondays: Mon, Mar, 25 
* Alternative Comedy Night: Tue, Mar. 27 © Bengt Washbum, Sean 
Thompson and Lars Callieou; Mar. 28-Ape. 1 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 367 St. Albert Rd (460-1122) « 
Wednesday Night Live: Open stage for comedy, and music (7pm set- 
p/sound check, 8-10pm show) 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET (ondonderry Ml (981-9857) « 
Oper: Wed-Thu om, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:305m # Sun: Industry Night 
$10 © Crastrand Burne Andrew Grose; Wed. Mar. 14 © Andrew Grose, 
Todd K. and Howie Miller: Thy, Mac 15 © Nikki Payne , Shane Ogden 
‘and Marcas Beaubier, Mar. 16-17 


THEATRE 


BIRD BRAIN Citadel Rice Theatre, 9528-1074 Ave (425-1820/425- 
2127) © By Vern Thiessen, based on the story by Albert Wendt * For 
people living on Hat Strest, life ts simple, but something unexpected 
tappens when one parson decides he can't abide by the rules * Until 
Mar, 18 * Recommended for children 5-12. Kindergarten-Grade 6. 
Followed by 2 5-10 minute 0 and A period with the cast * Tickets 
available at the Grtadel Theatre box office 


‘THE CHERAY ORCHARD Timms Centre for the Arts, U ot A Campus 
{420-1757/492-2271) * Studio Theatre * By Anton Chekhov, translated 
by John Murrell, a heartbreaking comedy classic ® Mar. 29-Apr 7 
(8pm), Preview: Wed, Mar. 28, Pre-show talle Tue. Apr 3.(7:15pm); mati- 
nee: Thu, Apr. 5 (12:30pm) * $8 to $20 at the Timms Centre for the Arts 
ae ‘one hour prior to the performance, advance at TIX on the 

re 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) * A hillarious, 


live, improvised soap opera * Every Mon to the end of May * Tickets 
available at the doar (7pm) 


THE ENCHANTMENT (16 Francophone, 8627 rue Mane-Anne- 

‘Gaboury (420-1757) * Workshop West and Azimuth Theatre present 

Theatre Yes’s musical production of Enchantment, an adult fairy tale 

inspired by Goblin Market by Christina Rossetti. Two orphaned girls are 

banished to a musty manor and saduced by goblins * Until Mar. 25 

ess Bom; Sun 2pm) * $23 (adult)/$19 (student/sanior) at TIX on the 
quare 


(A FEW GOOD MEN Horizon Stage, Spruce Grove, 962-8895) * Horizon 
Players * Broadway hit by Aaron Sorkin, where two Navy dafenss 
lawyers are assigned to defend two US. marines accused of murdering 
a fellow marina * Mar 22-24 (7:30pm) 


‘THE FLY FISHER'S COMPANION The Varscona Theat, 10329-83 Ave 
(434-5564/420-1757) « By Michael Melski, directed by James DeFelice, 
puesented by Shadow Theatre, featuring Glenn Nelson and John Wright 
‘as war veterans who share @ troubled past * Mar. 1S-Apr. 1 * Tickets 
available at Shadow Theatre, TIX on the Square 


FRANKENSTEIN Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway Boulevard (431- 
1750/420-1757} * Catalyst Theatre presents Jonathan Christenson’: 
adaptation of Mary Shelley's classic gothic novel with choreography by 
Laura Krewski * Until Mar, 25 (8pm), no performances Mon * $21 
{adult)/$16 (student/senior] at Catalyst Theatre, TIX on the Square 


THE FULL MONTY John |. Haar Theatre, 10045-155 St, (420-1757) + 
Grant MacEwan Collage, Theatre Arts presents this musical about a 
group of down-and-out guys who find a different way to pay the rent * 
Until Mar. 17 © $13 (adult)/$8 (student/senior} at THX on the Square 


HARD SELL Third Space. 11516-103 St(471-1586/420-1757) « 
Northam Light Theatre * Black comedy by Craig Baxter, focusing on the 
nature of power and those who abuse it as two police officers take the 
faw into their own hands * Until Mar. 18 (Bpm) * $20 (opening 
night)/Wed: Pay-What-You-Can/$18 {adult}/$15 (student/senior) at 
Northern Light Theatre's box office, TIX on the Square 


IMAGEPALOOZAI Jekyll and Hyde Pub and Restaurent, 10510-100 Ave 
© Image Theatre © A hodge-podge of local artists, perfarmars and 
writers. Continuing from the success of last year’s Imagepaloozal), we 
will again bring 2 wide variety of short plays, monologues and perform- 
ance aft to the intimate venue of the Jekyll and Hyde stage * March 
29-31, Apnil 5-7 (Doors open at 6:30 for food and drink, curtain at Bpm) 
* $10 at the door 


MAGGIE'S GETTING MARRIED Mayfield Dinner Theatre (1-000-661- 
9804) * By Norm Foster * Until Apr. 15 * $39-$75 


MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR-SONGS OF THE BEETLES Jubilations 
Dinner Theatre, 6882-170 Street. WEM (484-2424) * Until Apr. 1 


THE MIKADO Winspear Cantre (428-1414/420-1757/444-9474) * 
Gilbert and Sullivan's operetta produced and performad by the 
Beaumont Drama Society, is the tale of two young lovers, Nanki-Poo. 
‘and Yum-Yum, who face many obstacles in their quest to be together * 
Mar 18-20 © $25 at the Winspear box office, TIX on the Square, Make- 
‘A-Wish Foundation: proceeds go to Make-A-Wish and Stollery 
Children’s Hospital Foundation 


MONSTER The Raxy Mestre (420-1757) * Kill Your Television Theatre 
© Ahumorous, one-man, multi-character exploration about the dark 
side of human nature by Daniel Maclvor and Daniel Brooks, staring 
Nathan Cuckow * Mar. 15-25 (Tue-Sat Bpm, Sun 2pm) * Opening 
night: $19 available only at Theatre Network, other performances: $19 
{adultV/$15 student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


OH SUSANNMAI Varscona Theatre. 1329-83 Ava (433-3399) A Euro- 
style variety spectacle, guided by international glamour-gal Susanna 
Patchouli and her co-host Eros, God of Love. © Ticknts available at the 
door # Sat, Mar 31 (11pm) * $10/S7 (with DieNasty or Teatro la 
‘Quindicina membership) available at the door at 10:30pm on night of 
performance 


THE OVERCOAT Citadel Shoctor Theatro, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * 
Based on the short story by Nikolai Gogol, stago play by Mors Panyeh 
‘and Wendy Gorling, starring Peter Anderson * The Overcoat integrates 
physical theatre and the sweeping music of ‘Shostakovich to tell a richly 
detailed story of the transformation of 8 common man’s ordinary life 
when he acquires a beautiful new coat His identity changes, his place 
in society stilts, and his fife is shattered Mar 17-Apr,8# Tickets 
available at the Citadel Theatre box office 


‘THE SECRET ART Festival Place, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park 
(443-3378) * Jeff McBride and Eugene Bargor magical performers com 
bine disciplines from around the world, including pantomime, sleight of 
hand, dance, drumming, grand illusion and Kabuki theatre * Sat, Mar. 
17 (7.30pm) * $30 (cabaretl/$2B (box!/$26 (theatre) at the Festival Place 
bax office, TicketMaster 


SONGS OF THE NORTH WIND Jeky!l ond Hyde Pub, 10510-100 Ave 
(488-2772) © SWAK Productions * Cabaret featuring classic Canadian 
‘music performed by Tim Arychuk, Bill Baynes. Owane Kunitz. Faye 
Mitchell, Stacey Ogun * Mar 22-24 and Mar, 29:31 (door 7pm, show 
Spm) * $14 


TWELFTH MIGHT/WOYZECK MacEian's Theatre Lab fist floor at the 
Centre forthe Arts Campus, 1045-156 St (420.1757) * Grant 
Mackwan College Teatro Arts © Shakespeare's comedy Twelfth Night 
as and Woyzeck by Goorg Buchne, @ hallucinatory tale about a young 
soldier who is bullied and subjected to bizarre madical experimentation 
© Until Mar, 18 * $7 at TIX on the Square, door 


WHAT LIES BEFORE US Citadol Rice Theave * Comedy by Mortis 
Panych * It's 1885, and two junior surveyors for the railroad, Ambrose 
and Keating. find themsolves trapped int Canasda’s northern wilderness 
© Mar 24-Apr 15 


ARTS 


¢ Destination 


HE WEEK ENDING MAR 15, 2007 
1. Arcade Fire - Neon Bible (merge) 
2. Lucinda Williams - West (lost highway) 
3. The Shins - Wincing The Night Away (sub pop) 
4. Peter Biom And John - Writers Block (almost gold) 
5. The Good, The Bad & The Queen - S/T (parlophone) 
6. Ruthier Foster - The Phenomenal (blue com) 
7. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 
8. Rickie Lee Jones - The Sermon On Exposition Boulevard (new west) 
9. Various - Endless Highway:The Music Of The Band (429) 
10. Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Harris - All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
11.Big Buisness - Here Come The Waterworks (hydra head) 
12. Julie Doiron ~ Woke Myself Up (endearing) 
13.Bloc Party - A Weekend In The City (vice) 
44.0f Montreal —Hissing Fauns, Are You The Destroyer (polyviny!) 
15,dJ Cale & Eric Clapton ~ The Road To Escondido (reprise) 
16.Joanna Newsom — Ys (drag city) 
17. The Decemberists - The Crane Wife (capitol) 
18. Apostie Of Hustle - National Anthem Of Nowhere (a&c) 
49. Bob Dylan - Modern Times (columbia) 
20.John Hammond — Push Comes To Shove (back porch) 
21.AA Soundsystem ~ Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 
22. TV On The Radio - Return To Cookie Mountain (interscope) 
23. Highwater Jug Band - S/T (hoodoo) 
24, Rachelle Van Zanten - Back To Francois (rvz) 
25. Various - Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
26. Kenny Wayne Sheppard - 10 Days Out... (reprise) 
27.The Be Good Tanyas - Hello Love (nettwerk) 
28. Albert Hammond ,Jr. - Yours To Keep (rough trade) 
29. Explosions In The Sky - All Of A Sudden I Miss Everyone (t) 
30. Rob Crow — Living Well (temporary residense) 


_ ELEN! MANDELL 
MIRACLE OF FIVE 


Miracle of five is Eleni Mandell’s 
sixth release and could be her 
finest work yet. Blending jazz 
and roots the album is a great 
addition to her already strong 
career. Featuring Nils Cline and 
DJ Bonebreak. 


ON SALE NOW. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


MARCH 15-MARCH 21,2007 W7UTSWIEEK 


pe 


= 


You can look for freedom in the Lives of Others 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
et in East Berlin in 1984, The 
Lives of Others (Das 
Leben der Anderen) is 
as much a study of the 
nature of liberty as is it of 
the ubiquity of surveillance MSROCKS 
and the institutionalization of control. 
By constructing a circuitry of the 
spied-on—their spies, the spying on 
each other and those spying on the 
spies (a circuitry nicely completed by 
we who've paid money to sit in com- 
fortably in the dark and spy on all the 
above)—the film compellingly reveals 
how individuals will stubbornly seek 
out their liberty under any circum- 
stances, perhaps especially in the 
most oppressive circumstances. 
Hauptmann Gerd Wiesler (Ulrich 
Miuhe) is assigned to spy on Georg 
Dreyman (the handsomely troubled 
Sebastian Koch), an established play- 
wright who, up to now, has been in 
the State’s good books and is reput- 
edly “the only non-subversive [GDR] 
- writer read in the West.” Wiesler and 
his crew wire every inch of Drey- 
man's apartment. More concerned 
with intimidation than secrecy, they 
do so rather conspicuously, in full 
view of the neighbours, though Drey- 
man, in his comfortable naiveté, 
never catches on. Dreyman seems to 
have little to hide, yet from the out- 
set, Wiesler is essentially command- 
ed to sniff out the dirt, whether it 
actually exists or not. 
Wiesler is an exemplary stasi offi- 
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THE LIVES OF OTHERS 
WRITEN & DIRECTED BY 

FLORIAN HENCKELVON OONNERSMARCK 
STARRING ULRICH MME SEBASTIAN KOCH, MAR 
TMA GEDEO, ULRICH TUKUR 


cial: drab as dry toast, utterly anony- 
mous-looking, carrying himself with- 
out so much as a flicker of 
flamboyance. We first see him 
instructing students on interrogation 
techniques, and he seems neither 
excited nor regretful while playing a 
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recording of him drawing a dubious 
response from a delirious, broken- 
down, sleep-deprived subject for the 
class. 

It’s hard to imagine anyone but 
Muhe inhabiting this role. He looks 
incomplete without headphones. His 
performance is austere yet never 
merely robotic—he is in every sense 
lean and controlled yet still palpably 
made of ordinary, fallible flesh. He’d 
resemble Ben Kingsley if it weren't for 
the fact that he seems incapable of 
ever exploding. Intriguingly, he’s the 


film’s centrepoint of humanity. 


AS WIESLER LISTENS in on Dreyman 
and his cagey actress girlfriend Christa 
(Martina Gedeck, who is sexy, daring 
and just a touch ragged), a radical shift 
slowly occurs: Wiesler realizes that 
people might be interesting, perhaps 
even sympathetic. He kind of falls in 


love with the couple, and his private _ 


romance is no less resonant for being 
something of a movie conceit. 

Early on, a stasi higher-up quotes 
Stalin’s famous declaration that writ- 


ers are the engineers of human souls 
and it seems as though Dreyman’. 
real masterwork arrives from hj. 
unknowing greasing of Wiesler’s spiri- 
tual gears, while Wiesler himse|; 
becomes a sort of writer, his Teports 
on Dreyman becoming more anq 
more a work of collaborative fiction 

The Oscar-winning feature deby of 
writer/director Florian Hencke| yo) 
Donnersmarck, The Lives of Other; 
carefully and convincingly depicts , 
society grounded in paranoia—whe) 
the Wall fell and the files made Public, 
some six million Germans were 
revealed to have been kept under syr- 
veillance. He plausibly evokes a sce- 
nario in which suicide becomes a 
lamentable triumph of self-expression 

But von Donnersmarck’s nightmare 
with a happy ending could be seen as 
having roots not only in Socialist 
parables but also in films like The 
Conversation. The compromise of pii- 
vacy is hardly dictated by any single 
ideology (see McCarthyism, the Pairi- 
ot Act, the British government's 
installation of urban surveillance 
cameras, etc); rather, the fink state of 
German Democratic Republic is sim- 
ply the cleanest framing device for 
such themes to come to life. 

The Lives of Others utilizes history 
to tell its particular tale, but its value 
emerges from its tapping into the uni- 
versal desire to find freedom through 
connection with others, even when 
the connection only flows in a single 
direction. w 


Bambi vs Godzilla shows David Mamet as he is—full of it 
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PAUL MATWYCHUIK 
moviegoers @yueweekly.com 


“Critics are a plague.” —David Mamet, 


» Bambi Vs Godzilla 


A few years ago, the theatre critic John 
Heilpern published an anthology of reviews 
entitled How Good Is David Mamet, Any- 
way? After reading David Mamet's new 
book of essays about Hollywood, Bambi 
Vs. Godzilla: On the Nature, Purpose, 
and Practice of the Movie Business 
(Pantheon, $22), |'m inclined to ask a ques- 
tion of my own—namely, Is It Just Me, Or 
Is David Mamet Full of Shit? 

Don’t get me wrong: Ive enjoyed plen- 
ty of the movies Mamet has been 
involved with. Glengarry Glen Ross is, of 
course, endlessly rewatchable. | always 
get a big kick out of House of Games— 
specially the ice-cold final showdown 
with Lindsay Crouse gunning down Joe 
Mantegna and telling him, with implaca- 


ble emotionlessness, “| can’t help myself 
... I'm out of control,” and Mantegna 
responding to the first volley of bullets 
hitting his chest by contemptuously spit- 
ting, “Thank you, sir, may | have anoth- 
er?” Having seen it when | was 17, I've 
got a soft spot for The Untouchables. 
State and Main is hilarious. | even think 
We're No Angels, the much-maligned 
mid-'80s comedy starring the laugh-a- 
minute team of Sean Penn, Robert De 
Niro and Demi Moore, is actually much 
funnier than its reputation. 

But | don't take the same pleasure 
from Mamet's films that | used to. With 
their sketchy plots—so impenetrable as 
to be nearly abstract—and their oddly 
gnomic dialogue, Heist and Spartan and 
The Spanish Prisoner seem to me more 
like outlines for movies, or half-written 
songs where the composer never both- 
ered to replace the dummy lyrics. | don’t 
care what Roger Ebert thinks; Danny 
DeVito's big line from Heist, “Everybody 
needs money—that's why they call it 
money,” has got to be one of the stupid- 
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est things I’ve ever heard a fictional char- 
acter say. (And I've seen The Lake House.) 


SPEAKING OF MONEY, Bambi Vs. Godzil- 
fa doesn't exactly give you much value for 
your dollar. The chapters are extremely 
short—there are 40 of them, and they 
barely fill 206 pages. (Many of them 
began life as newspaper columns for the 
Guardian.) The book ts basically Mamet's 
version of William Goldman's Adventures 
in the Screen Trade: an opinionated guide 
to how screenplays work and, in a larger 
sense, how Hollywood itself operates— 
except where Goldman's motto was 
“Nobody knows anything,” the lesson 
Bambi Vs. Godzilla wants to leave you 
with is “Mamet knows everything.” It’s 
Mamet holding court like Ricky Roma in 
his booth at the Chinese restaurant, daz- 
zling the awestruck client with his patter, 
dazzling him not just into buying but 
believing he's found a new religion. 

But I’m not dazzled. On the contrary: | 
find Mamet's writing style—a musky, 
manly mixture of deliberately stilted ora- 


FILM 


tory and tough-guy street wisdom—near- 
ly unreadable, his advice to aspiring 
screenwriters unusable. This book is basi- 
cally Six Easy Steps to a Better Screen- 
play, but Mamet behaves as if it he’s 
writing Sun Tzu's Art of War. 

Compare. Here's a typical passage from 
Mamet, from the essay “Manners in Hol- 
lywood”: “| shall not tax the reader's 
credulity with tales of film-world sav- 
agery, for such tales must impose upon 
either his belief or his sense of outrage. 
‘What?’ the affronted might say. ‘! bought 
(or—may heaven forfend—borrowed) this 
book for entertainment, and | am asked to 
debase myself in attention to an unclean 
ritual.’ Well, then, may my recital (for | 
cannot remain continent) be entertaining.” 

And here's a typical passage from Jane 
Espenson, whose blog is a wonderful 
source of practical advice about the art 
and business of writing for television (her 
credits includes scripts for Buffy the Vam- 
pire Slayer, Battlestar Galactica and 
Gilmore Girls): “The first priority is telling 
the emotional story. If there’s a little ‘buy’ 


that the audience has to make in the !ogic 
of the piece, it’s often fine to simply alion 
it ... If they're hooked into the bigge’ 
stakes, they’re along for the ride and 
they're not asking why the hero's wile 
seems to know where he is when W* 


never actually saw her get that informe 


tion—or whatever the issue is.” 

Mamet won't stop giving you pompous 
anecdotes about his friend the soldier 0! 
his friend the professional knife-make'. 
Espenson tells you how to place av 
breaks and how to apply for the Ab' 
Screenwriting Fellowship. Mamet love* 
saying “vide”; Espenson loves 901"! 
“Whoo-hoo!” 

Espenson also has an encyclopedic 
memory for moments from scripts (he 
own and those of others) that illustrate the 
points she wants to make about struct" 
ing jokes or cutting from the A story to the 
B story. Mamet can’t even accurately 
describe what happens in Bambi Mee? 
Godzilla, the two-minute animated shot 
that gives his book its title. How, the" cal 
| believe his opinion of The Lady Eve! ¥ 
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JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
ou could say Guy Maddin’s 1990 
feature Archangel is 


deliberately saturat- 
ed with upheaval, bridging 
the Great War and the Bol- 
shevik Revolution, mustard iipscss 
gas, missing limbs and mangled mar- 
riage. And, of course, the movies. 
Maddin’s highly peculiar sense of 
style was—and, in ever-morphing 
forms, remains—very much grounded 
in the voeabulary of the budding cine- 
ma that ran more or less contempo- 
rary to Archangel's setting, a moment 


when the medium was inciting a sort” 


of revolution of culture and con- 
sciousness in those days before 
sound, realism and sophisticated 
romance established the norm. 

It's no accident that, within the 
film’s pervading haze of confusion, at 
least two of Archangel'’s characters 
suffer memory disorders. Maddin's 
wildly eccentric melodrama moves 
within fog-choked fields of forgetting, 
not only referencing forgotten forms 
of filmmaking but also, as with its cult 
hit predecessor Tales From Gimli Hos- 
pital, forgotten chapters of Canadian 
history. Thus when lovesick and peg- 
legged Canadian Lieutenant John 
Boles (Kyle McCulloch) arrives in the 
Russian city of Archangel, his pres- 
ence allows Maddin and company to 
mingle historical fact with hallucinato- 
ty fantasy, and set fire to our collective 
imaginations so accustomed to dor- 
mancy regarding our nation’s expedi- 
tions abroad and hidden mythology. 


METRO CINEMA IS holding a special 


Screening of Archangel] on Saturday 
(Mar 17) night, preceded by an intro- 
duction from Professor William Beard, 
director of film studies at the Univer- 
sity of Alberta. Beard is the author of, 
among other works, Persistence of 
Double Vision: Essays on Clint East- 
wood and The Artist as Monster: The 
Cinema of David Cronenberg. He’s now 
been contracted by Wallflower Press 


Guy Maddin’s Archangel is : 
the strong, silent type — 
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ARCHANGEL 

DIRECTED BY GUY MADDIN 

WRITTEN BY MADUIN, GEORGE TOLES 

STARRING KYLE MCCOLLOGH, KATHY MARYKUCA, . 
SARAH NEVILLE, ARI COHEN ; 
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY WILLIAM BEARD 
METRO CINEMA, $10 


for a book on Maddin, the most recent 
object of the professor's auteur obses- 
sion. 

Beard’s special interest in Maddin 
was sparked by fairly recent entries in 
the Winnipeg filmmaker’s 20-year fil- 
mography—projects galvanized by the 
merging of a vision of cinema at its 
most primitive with the latest techno- 
logical innovations: Maddin’s short 
The Heart of the World (2000), his 
installation Cowards Bend the Knee 
(2003), which Beard unabashedly hails 
as “a frigging masterpiece,” and his 
latest feature Brand Upon the Brain! 
(2006), which with any luck will have 
its Edmonton premiere this fall, timed 
to coincide with a Maddin Retrospec- 
tive Metro Cinema hopes to program. 

Each of these are silent, monochro- 
matic films, yet their antiquated 
veneer, potentially fraught with winky 
nostalgia, is subverted by a frenetic 
editing style that brings Maddin's 
more bizarre preoccupations writhing 
to the surface, an integral element that 
would likely not have been employed 
without the advent of digital editing. 

“what has happened since The Heart 
of the World onward,” explains Beard, 
“is that Maddin’s integrated a lot of 
avant-garde editing techniques into his 
work, this new layer of speed and rep- 
etition and looping, combining this 
editorial approach you'd never find in 
silent film with the sort of lyricism and 
pathos that you almost exclusively find 
in silent film. These films are the ones 
that really caught my attention and 
sent me back to take a closer look at 
the earlier work with renewed enthusi- 
asm. Once | started doing that, the 
richer aspects of these films overall 
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just sort of opened right up.” 

As a lover-of early cinema and the 
singular modes of expression it allows 
for, Beard began to sense an unusual 
kinship with Maddin, particularly with 
his honing of the emotional and social 
resonance that can only be found in 
melodrama. 

“My thesis about Maddin is that he's 
using these things because they allow 
a conduit to a whole range of expres- 
sion and feeling that in our current 
cultural environment you can’t find 
elsewhere. Contemporary filmic style 
just doesn’t touch on the same truths.” 

Of Archangel in particular, Beard 


- wants to address the multiplicity of 


Maddin’s approach to story and style 
by examining one of the less recog- 
nized and perhaps more difficult 
Maddin films, one that virtually put 
Cinephile, its Canadian distributor, out 
of business while nevertheless earn- 
ing the US National Society of Film 
Critics Award for Best Experimental 
Film, signalling a career that would 
come to be marked repeatedly by an 
uneasy balance of commercial disas- 
ter and critical adoration. 

“I'm going to emphasize the fact 
that Archangel is a serious film,” 
explains Beard, “even though it’s full 


of these absurdities and deliberate frat. 


house excesses. I'm going to point out 
that it’s essentially a very sombre and 
depressed, slow, almost funereal film, 
and that as such it’s going to be an 
indication of what kind of filmmaker 
Guy Maddin really is deep-down. The 
eye-catching things about Maddin are 
not necessarily the serious or more 
important things.” 

The gravity of Beard’s emphasis 
may sound bleak to those unfamiliar 
with Maddin's oeuvre, but keep in 
mind that we're talking about a film- 
maker whose latest short, entitled 
Nude Caboose, concerns a conga 
line that’s eventually joined by a 
naked person—proof that it’s not easy 
to pigeonhole the many faces of Win- 
nipeg’s most beloved weirdo. ¥ 
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"One Kiss is a refreshing reminder of 
what experience, taste, respect 
for tradition and genuine musical 
camaraderie can bring to a recording." 
- The Toronto Star 


www.myspace.com/prairieoysterband 
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Beginning March 23 at Garneau Theatre. 
Email freemovie@vueweekly.com with | 

your name and daytime phone number | 
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Il the decent critical press, 
A pre-awards buzz, 
- 
and Oscar acco- 
lades for Martin Scorsese's Nz 
The Departed drowned out 
its fount of inspiration—the MSROUXKS 
2002 Hong Kong thriller Infernal 
Affairs. The original is a tighter, slick- 
er, darker picture altogether. But devi- 
ous, dirty, and dastardly thrillers have 
been shipping out of the incense city 
for years now. Some of them are 
showcased in Metro Cinema’s week- 
_glong Hong Kong Film Fest. 

One of the fest’s earlier action 
flicks, The Mission (Mar 21) stars, 
among its five impeccably dressed 
bodyguards, Infernal Affairs’ Anthony 
Wong as Curtis. He and the other 
four—the beefy James (Suet Lam), 
along with Roy (Francis Ng) and his 
two proteges, Mike (Roy Cheung) and 
Shin (Jlackie Lui Chung-yin)—have 
been assigned to a crime boss. 
Seems that someone's looking to 
puncture Mr Lung permanently and 
the Flashy Five must protect the 
underworld mogul. 

Director Johnnie To gets The Mis- 
sion off to an opaque start, with bits 
of backstory and brief intros to each 
character whipping by for the ADD 
action-addict eager to get to the 
shooting. There's the apparent con- 
tractual obligation to shoot a Hong 
Kong thriller as stylishly as possible, 
and this film is smoothly orchestrated, 
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with the camera floating into cav- 
ernous malls or eyeing the latest 
model of cool car slicking past on the 
highway. Our five gun-toting samurai 
move with grace and rhythm, a sort of 
symphonic quintet with an arsenal, 
and their hair, clothes and expres- 
sions look even cooler after the last 
bullet's been fired. 

Where The Mission gets interesting 
is in its playing with silence and its 
plot twists. The best scene in the 
movie, a long sequence in an aban- 
doned mall, is dappled with reflection 
imagery as the camera glides around 
each of the five men, watching and 
waiting soundlessly for the assassins’ 
next attack. There is a balletic quality 
to these gun battles, full of an un-Hol- 
lywoodish abrupt violence and long, 
drawn-out silences, that is also, at 
times, too artful and self-aggrandiz- 
ing, as if saying, “Look how cool this 
action scene is.” The sometimes tinny, 
jaunty score is often unnecessary, 
only making the violence seem more 
whimsical and staged. 

The best plot twist in The Mission is 
a full tilt around guilt, sacrifice, and 
class: an underling accused of con- 
spiring to kill Mr Fung, but then 
cleared, has become a lowly janitor, 
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and he’s offhandedly recompensed for 
his suffering only to throw himself in 
front of an ambushing hitman’s bullet 
out of gratitude. This strange martyr, 
the wad of bills slipping from his 
hands, slumps bloodily to the floor, 
which he had just been cleaning. In 
this one savage death-jerk of irony, 
writer Nai-Hoi Yau suggests the 
emptiness of the blood-debts, honour 
and stoic masculinity that prop up the 


ne Night in Mongkok and Hong Kong’ s your oyster 


Triad world of The Mission. 
Unfortunately, the movie then 
backs out with a screech, running 
over the only woman in the film on 
its way—she proves a handy scape- 
goat for the final plot twist. Unlike 
Infernal Affairs or The Departed, the 
male world of deception, violence, 
and suave killers remains intact, a 
woman's death letting buddies off the 
hook for their betrayal of the body- 


guards’ code. Apparently it take 
more than a few bodies to break up 
the old boys’ club. 


IT ONLY TAKES two to launch One 
Night in Mongkok (Mar 18), the 
code name for a police operation on 
Christmas Eve. In a black-and-white 
flashback, a mob boss's rampaging 
son, Tiger, is killed in a car crash b 
another boss's son. As bright, metalli 


With history you can see life, Amu 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


he idea of returning to the 
homeland, to dis- 
cover where our 


roots began, is one that 
resonates with many North 
Americans. And anybody THSISOK 

who has done it—especially those 
who still have relatives there—knows 
that it can be both a blessing and a 
curse, You, of course, find a piece of 
yourself that you didn’t really know 
was missing, but you inevitably 
uncover some painful history, as well. 

When Amu’s 21-year-old Kaju 
(Konkona Sen Sharma) returns to 
India from the LA home she's lived in 
since she was three, she travels 
armed with a video camera, ostensi- 
bly capturing footage for a documen- 
tary about her journey. 

She begrudgingly befriends Kabir 
(Ankur Khanna) because her grand- 
mother and uncle do not want her to 
travel around Delhi alone. As the pair 
delve into the slums of the city, they 
each uncover parts of their pasts, and 
the deeper they dig, the more uncer- 
tain they are of the journey. The 1984 
riots that saw the slaughter of thou- 
sands of Sikhs come to the forefront, 
and while Kaju in particular wants to 
know about her past and about her 
birth parents, it also frightens her. 


WHAT BEGINS AS a lighthearted 


search for oneself slowly turns into a 
film with a strong political backbone. 
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WRIPTEN & DIRECTED BY SHONALI BOSE 
STARRING KONKONA SEN SHARMA, BRINDA 
KARAT, ANKUR KHANNA, CHAITI GHOSH 


Kaju's earnestness in the film’s begin- 
ning is unnerving—you get her 
naiveté, but you also feel embar- 
rassed for her. First-time director 
Shonali Bose makes some astute 
human observations in the first half; 
however, it isn’t until the second half 
that she really hits her stride and pro- 
vides us with soul-searching and 
searing historical commentary. It’s 
frightening, suspenseful and all 
together horrifying. 

Bose’s beautiful penchant for the 
minutiae suffers, however, in the big- 
ger picture, making Amu meander 
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through the trappings of several di! 
ferent genres and lose a couple 
story threads along the way. 

What could spell disaster, though 
is really held together by both Sharms 
and the beautiful Brinda Karat, w' 
plays Keya, Kaju’s adoptive mothe! 
When Karat is on screen, the film 
crackles with life, and you almos 
wish that the film was more about he! 
own journey. 

But Bose has a point that tran” 
scends either Kaju or Keya’s stor) 
Before the camera pans to the final 
shot over the train tracks, we catch @ 
glimpse of a newscast announciné 
the 2002 Gujurat riots, showing that " 
is dangerous to ignore the horrors ot 
history that people already know '" 
their hearts, for that makes us pron 
to repeat them. v 


into the Hong Kong 
ving father wreaks 
the other boss retali- 
g a hit; the hitman, 
from mainland China, is a 
Jed, callow youth, Lai-fu 


or Tung-Shing Yee plays the 
shooting the movie off into 
‘slicl ness of the demi-monde 
at a frantic pace at first. But then Yee, 
after weaving us through the ins-and- 
outs of hooking a reluctant informer 
who deceives the cops as much as he 
helps them, settles into a more 
relaxed pace. The film becomes part 
police procedural—as we follow 
Inspector Milo (Alex Fong) and his 
team in search of the hitman—and 
art social travelogue, as we follow 
Lai-fu and the prostitute, Dan Dan 
(Cecilia Cheung), he reluctantly res- 
cues from her brutal pimp, Walter. 

As Milo and his right-hand man, 
Brandon, try to guide young hotheads 
who think of law and order as black- 
and-white, Lai-fu and Dan Dan, fish 
out of water in the harbour city, show 
us the palette of shops, crowds and 
lives in Hong Kong's Mongkok dis- 
trict, the most densely populated spot 
in the world. Lai-fu comes from a 
poor rural family and needs the hit job 
to eke out a living even as he search- 
es for his sweetheart Sue in the 
metropolis, while Dan Dan was 
conned, like many women, into leav- 
ing her village and coming to the big 
city, where she's used by Walter. 

There are a few dead ends and ruts 
in this urban drama—Dan Dan is pre- 
posterously vacuous at times, the sole 
woman on the squad may as well 
fade into wallpaper, and the film's 
super-vivid look makes blood look 
somehow soupily unreal—but the film 
sinks us into the muddied moral line 
(like Prime Suspect and The Wire) 
between cops and criminals, either 
beaten down by a callous, bottom- 
line institution or bruised up by a 
vicious, bottom-line class system. The 
play of fate adds to this tragic cross- 
section of Hong Kong's underbelly, 
' while Yee also traces the exchange 
(and non-exchange) of money as a 
crucial token gesture in a culture built 
on family honour and reputation. 

in the resounding climax, death 
comes in a wave of strange, confused 
horror. Yee questions the city itself, a 
cauldron of capitalism that may smell 
of opportunity to so many, but often 
reeks of heartbreak and sadness in 
the end. One Night in Mongkok holds 
4 mirror up to the Hong Kong action 
thriller and asks us to look beyond the 
flash of violence. w 
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Where does liver health 
really begin? 


You might not realize it but every day you make decisions that aff 

‘ect your liver 
health. Your choices of household products, food items and daily activities 
can have positive or negative effects on your liver. 


March is Liver Health Month and the Canadian Liver Foundation invites 
Siaisie tots ofyaur horho using our Liver eaitiy Home Checidlet to soc 
how you can make your home and your daily routines liver healthy. 


Kitchen 


C} Fit your cupboards and refrigerator with low fat, 
high fibre foods and keep salty and sugary 
snacks to a minimum. A healthy, well balanced diet 
can help keep your liver functioning at peak levels 
and you, in turn, will feel better and have more 
energy. On the other hand, an unhealthy diet can lead 
to obesity - a leading cause of fatty liver disease. 


Living room 


71 you drink alcohol, do it in moderation. No more 
than one to two drinks at a time and never on a 
daily basis. Women process alcohol slower than 
men and therefore tend to be more susceptible to 
alcohol-related liver damage. 


27" planning a trip. Be sure to get immunized 
against hepatitis A and B. Hepatitis A can be con- 
tracted through contaminated food and water. Hepa- 
titis B is spread through direct contact with blood Or 
body fiuids. You can be at risk of contracting these 
serious liver diseases both in Canada and abroad. 
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L} Bo not mix medications and/or herbal supple- 
ments without talking to your doctor or pharma- 
non-prescription r 


medications 
can do damage to the liver if 
not taken 115 directed. Never mix medication with 
alcohol. Combining alcohol and acetaminophen, for 
instance, can lead to acute liver failure. 


Cy Meways wash your hands after going to the 
bathroom. Hepatitis A is a liver disease that can be 
spread when someone does not wash their hands 
properly after going to the bathroom and then 
touches something you eat. 


Laundry Room/Garage 


LZ} When cleaning or painting, ensure the room is 
well-ventilated and/or wear a mask. Since the 
liver has to de-toxify everything you breathe in, 
— to airbome chemicals can damage your 


Backyard 


LI Take precautions to avoid exposure when using 
weed control chemicals or spraying for bugs. 
Another option is to. investigate more organic 
methods for maintaining your lawn and gardens. 


For more tips on how to protect your liver health, please contact 
your local chapter in Edmonton at 444-1547 or visit www.liver.ca 
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MARCH 15 - MARCH 21, 2007 


WUEWEEKLY 


NIGHTLY 7:15 
SAE GCOS 1:08 0 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


FACTORY GIRL 


NIGHTLY 9:15 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 3:00 PM 
‘RATT (M4 SURSTLBCE ASUTE 
VISIT US ON LIME @ MAGICLANTERNTMEATRES.CA 


(3ROCMAGIEY PRESENTS. 


THE HONG KONG 
FILM FESTIVAL 


PART eal HONG KONG WEEK 
#7 FEATURING... 


LOVE 


BATTLEFIELD 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
Us simply delightful that at the end 
Land of the Dead the last 
fully intact humans refrain 
flesh-eaters in the head /WSIS0k 
because there is finally a recognition 
Like Frankenstein and The Garbage 
Pail Kids Movie, it points to the ongo- 


of George A Romero's } 
from shooting any more 
of the monsters’ humanity. 


FORA COMPLET ELISTING OF TITLES AND SHOW TIMES 
VISIT METROCINEMA.ORG 


SATURDAY 7PM GUY MADDIN'S 


ARCTIANGEL 


THE LIVES 
OF OTHERS 


WORMITEN AND DIRECTED BY FLORIAN HENCKEL VON DONNERSMARCK 


THE LIVES OF OTHERS 


NIGHTLY 6:50 AND 9:20 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 


ATED 144 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


48 HOURS + AN IDEA 


Register your group for the 
weekend. Shoot a film in 2 
sleepless days, and have it 
screened at the Metro 
cinema. Prizes, glory, and 
mostly..the challenge. 


SATURDAY AT SPM 


SCREENING #2 


TRO 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org e: 


48hour@gmail.com i 
cost: 
where: FAVA 
Canada Council 
for the Arts 


Conseil des Arts 
du Canada 


# 
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Al 


P: 780.429.1671 


FILM 


A | OPENS FAL MAR 1 

FIDO 

DVRECED BY ANDREW CURRIE 
WRITTEN BY CURRIE ROBERT CHOMIAK, 
DENNIS HEATON 


STARRING CARRIEANNE MOSS, BILLY CONNOLLY, 
DYLAN BAKER 


ing expansion of the definition of a 
cinematic monster; somewhere, 
there's got to be room for love. A 
hearty production value lets BC direc- 
tor Andrew Currie’s Fido build a cosy 
haven for the emotional and physical 
well-being of the zombie figure. 

It's the 1950s (or, at least, an era 
which it resembles) and the planet 
has emerged successfully from a 
nasty battle with the walking dead (in 
the classic Romero likeness). Zom- 
Con, a private company specializing 
in zombie control, develops a collar 
device by which the monsters can be 
tamed and put to good use for menial 
chores in homes, businesses and 
institutions. 

In the town of Willard, the Robin- 
son family acquires their own live-in 
zombie (Scottish comedian Billy Con- 
nolly), much to the dismay of the 
zombie-phobe dad (Dylan Baker). But 
little Timmy Robinson (K’Sun Ray) 
and his mother Helen (Carrie-Anne 
Moss) are delighted and quickly learn 
to appreciate the big, stinky lug Fido. 

Soon enough, Fido becomes more 
trouble than your average basset 
hound, after an accidental relapse of 
his cannibalistic instinct occurs and 
sets off the neighborhood. Meanwhile, 
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W: WWW.FAVA.CA 


See Fido eat the neighbours! 


Timmy and Helen do their best to 
conceal his impulses, as ZomCon 
employees sniff their way around fo: 
the culprit who is making the citizens 
of Willard hungry for brains. 


THE FILM IS MOST SMUG about the 


contemporary relevance of its mock- 
ery of Cold War tension, as the towns- 
folk of Willard behave in accordanc« 
with laws pretecting them from the 
zombie threat. The film opens with a 
black and white ZomCon promotional 
newsreel, constructing a marvelous 
A-bomb-style paranoia that hums 
loudly in the background of the film 
eerie sense of humour. 

Children are taught to shoot rifles 
wives carry handguns to the grocery 
store; the elderly are closely moni 
tored. Unlike Romero's Dead films 
however, a sufficient capitals 
lifestyle can nonetheless be pursue: 
That's how Fido is so charming; i! 
asks all of those logical questions the 
horror genre most often ignores 

It's clever enough of a scenario | 
last the entire film; however, Fido is « 
little too poised, taking too few risks | 
uniquely explore its depth of characte: 
and emotion, though several opportu 
nities present themselves. Moss is the 
film’s most captivating asset in 4 
countless array of ‘50s frocks, but she 
a far better actress than spectacle 
Even so, Fido is a step forward from 
the recent line of amply budgete 
Canadian features that are either abou! 
ice sports or East Coast family antics 
And yes, it is a little scary. w 


VIDEO ARTS SOCIETY A 


FAVAISA NOT-FOR- PROFIT, ARTIST RUN RESOURCE CENTRE FOR R INDEPENDENT MEDIA ARTISTS. 


E: INFO@FAVA.CA 


starring Tippie 
nen  ROYALALBERTA 


ector Guy Maddin offers 
melodrama of obsessive 
err Imperial era Russia. U 


participation in this 
ning. Hosted by Wes Borg. 
AUEL SA, MAR 7 (9M) 


FILM FEST Take your pick of 
Hong Kong cinema. All films 
‘or Mandarin with Eng- 
title . Read Brian Gibson's review 
¢ 40. One Night in Mongkok SUN, 
; Lost in Time MON, MAR 19 (PM): 
fc TUE, MAR 20 (8PM); The Mis- 
0, 21 (GPM); Wait ‘til You're Older 

THU, MAR 22 (7PM); Throw Down THU MAR 22 
(9PM) anigon Karma FAl, MAR 23 (TPM); 

Home FR, MAR 23 (9PM), ZEILER 


wo documentaries give differing 
tives on the war in Iraq, from 
ws with US soldiers seeking asy- 
first-hand account of the conflict. 
Stay: US War Resisters in Cana- 
ART (R PM & BPM); A Letter to the 

(Jo Wilding’s Diary from 


17 (6PM) TRANSALIA ARTS BARN LOBBY 


ne Moss (The Matrix) and 
y (The Last Samurai star in 
w Currie’s (Mile Zero) sub- 
otting horror. Read 

; review on page 42. 
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All showtimes are subject to change 
at any time. Please contact theatre 
for confirmation. 


: CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; 
‘Sun-Thu 8:00 


ZODIAC (144A, violence) Daily B:00 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 


Cinema 12: 3633-99 St. 463-5451 


‘CASINO ROYALE (14A. violence) Daily 1:00, 
955, 7:35; Fri-Sat late show 11:15 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, violence, disturbing 
content) Daily 1:15, 4:05, 7:50; Fii-Sat late show 
11:25, 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Sat-Sun 
11:10; Daily 1:35, 4:15, 6:55, 9:25; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:00 


SMOKING ACES (184A, gory scenes, brutal vio- 
lence) Sat-Sun 10:45; Daily 1:05, 4:25, 7:10, 
9:50; Fri-Sat late show 12:10 


HAPPY FEET (G) Sat-Sun 11:15; Daily 1:20, 
4,45, 7:15, 9:A0; Fri-Sat late show 11:55 Thu 
Kids Kabin Fever: 1:30pm 


EPIC MOVIE (14A) Sat-Sun 11:40, Daily 1:45, 
5:00, 7:40, 10:05; Fri-Sat late show 12:25 


ERAGON (PG, violence not recommended for 
young children) Sat-Sun 11:35; Daily 1:55, 4:35, 
7:20, 10:00; Fri-Sat late show 12:20 


CATCH AND RELEASE (PG, sexial content, 
not recommended for young children) Daily 1:50, 
7:05; Fri-Sat late show 11:50 


STOMP THE YARD (PG, coarse language) Sat- 
‘Sun 10:55; Daily 1:20, 3:50, 7:20, 9:45; Fri-Sat 
late show 12:05 


CHARLOTTES WEB (G) Sat-Sun 11:00; Daily 
1:10, 3:15, 5:20, 7:25, 9:35; Fri-Sat late show 
11:45 


(CHILDREN OF MEN (144. coarse language, 
Violence) Sat-Sun 11:05; Daily 4:30, 9:55; Fri-Sat 
late show 12;15 


FREEDOM WRITERS (PG, coarse language, 
violence) Sat-Sun 10;50; Daily 1:25, 4:10, 7:00, 
9:30; Fri-Sat late show 11:55, 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat-Sun 11:25; Daily 1:40 


THE DEPARTED (184, coarse language, vio- 
lence) Daily 4:20, 7:45; Fri-Sat late show 11,05 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 


CASINO ROYALE (144, violence) Daily 1:45, 
4:45, 7:45; Fri-Sat late show 10:45 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, violence, disturbing 
content) Dally 1:25, 4:35, 7:40; Fri-Sat iste show 
10:40 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Sal-Sun 
11:05; Dally 1:50, 4:20, 7:20, 9:55; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:15 


SMOKING ACES (184, gory soanes, brutal vio- 
fence) Sat-Sun 11:20; Daily 1:30, 4:10, 7:00, 
9:30; Fri-Sat late show 11:50 


ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Sat-Sun 11:35; 
Daity 2:05, 4:25, 6:55, 9:20; Fri-Sat lata show 
11:45 


HAPPY FEET (G) Sat-Sun 11:15; Daily 1:40, 
4-20, 7:05, 9:25; Fri-Sat late show 11:40 Thu 
Kids Kabin Fever: 140pm 


EPIC MOVIE (144) Sat-Sun 11:40; Daity 2:15, 
4:55, 7:35, 10:00; Fri-Sat late show 1215 


ERAGON (PG, viclenos not recommended for 
young chikiren) Sat-Sun 11:25; Dally 2:00, 4:50, 
7:15, 9:40; Fri-Sat lata show 12:00 


CATCH AND RELEASE (PG. sexual content. 
not racommended for young children) Sat-Sun 
11:30; Dally 1:55, 4:15, 6:50, 9°15; Fri-Sat late 
show 11:35 


STOMP THE YARD (PG, coarse language) Sat- 
‘Sun 11:10; Daily 1:35, 4:40, 7:25, 9:50; Fri-Sat 
late show 12:10 


CHARLOTTES WEB (G) Sat-Sun 11:00; Daily 
1:10, 3:15, 6:15, 7:30 


FREEDOM WRITERS (PG, coarse language, 
violence) Dally 4:40, 7:10, 9:45; Frl-Satlate show 
12:10 


CHILDREN OF MEN (142. cosrse language. 
violence) Dally 9:35, 11:55 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat-Sun 11:45; Dally 2:10 


- 
0200-102 Ave 421-7020 

PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 1:20, 


4:00, 6:50, 9:35 


300 (1BA, gory scenes, no passes) Dally 1:00, 
3:50, 6:40, 9:45 


DEAD SILENCE (14A. frightening scenes) Dally 
1:10, 3:40, 7:00, 9:25 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom 
Merxied for young children) Daily 1:30, 4:10, 
7:10, 9:55 


FIDO (14A, gory scenes) Daily 1:50, 4:20, 7:30, 
10;00 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (184, gory 
scenes) Dally 12:50, 3:30, 6:90, 9:10 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Dally 1:40, 4:30, 
7:20, 10:0 


BREAKING AND ENTERING (144A. sexual con- 
tent) Dally 12:45, 3:25, 6:35, 9:15 


ZODIAC (14A, Violence) Daily 12:45, 4:15, 7:40 


300 (18A, gory scenes) Fri-Sun 1:00, 1:30, 3:45, 
4:35, 6:50, 7:20, 9:30, 10:00; Mon-Thu 4:35, 
6:50, 7:20, 9:30, 10:00, 4:15. 


PREMONITION (PS, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young chitdren) Fri-Sun 1:15, 
§:10, 7:35, 8:45; Mon-Thu 5:10, 7:35, 9:45 


DEAD SILENCE (14A, frightening scenes) Fri- 
‘Sun 12:45, 3:00, 5:20, 7:45, 10:10; Mon-Thu: 
5:20, 7:45, 9:55 


I THINK I LOVE MY WIFE (14A, coarse sexual 
language) Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:10, 6:35, 9:05; Mon- 
Thu 4:10, 6:35, 9:05 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for young children) Fri-Sun 2:00, 5:00, 
7:30, 9:50; Mon-Thu 5:00, 7:30, 9:50 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Fri-Sun 12:35, 3:15, 6:30, 
9:00; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:00, 4:00 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Fri-Sun 2:20, 4:50, 7:10, 9:20; 
Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:10, 9:20 


THE NUMBER 23 (14A, violence, gory seanes) 
Fri-Sat 12:30, 2:50, 6:40, 9:10; Sun 12:30, 6:40, 
9:10; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:10, 4:25 


FIDO (14A, gory scanes) Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:20, 
7:00, 9:15; Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:00, 9:15 


THE LAST MIMZY (PG, may frighten young 
children, sneak preview) Sun 4:00 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
DEAD SILENCE (144. fnghtening scenes, no 


passes) Fri 3:15, 7:40, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
3:15, 7:40, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:40, 9:50 


PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) Fri 4:30, 7:30, 
9:55; Sat-Sun 12:35, 4:30, 7:30, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
7:30, 9:55 


3300 (18A, gory scenes, no passes) Fri 3:45, 
4:15, 6:30, 7:15, 9:30, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
1:15, 3:45, 4:15, 8:30, 7:15, 9:30, 10,00; Mon- 
Thu 6:30, 7:15, 9:30, 10:00 


WILD HOGS [PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for young children) Frt 3:25, 7:00, 9:45; 
Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:25, 7:00, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:00, 
9:45 

ZODIAC (144, violence) Fri 3:35, 7:45; Sat-Sun 
12:15, 3:35, 7:45; Mon-Thu 7:45 


THE NUMBER 23 (144. violence, gory scenes) 
Fri 4:00, 6:45, 9:35; Sat 1:05, 4:00, 6:45, 9:35; 
‘Sun 1:05, 6:45, 9:35; Mon-Tue Thu 6:45, 9:35; 
Wed 9:35 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Fri 3:55, 7:05, 9:25; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 3:55, 7:05, 9:25; Mon-Thu 7:05, %25 


GHOST RIDER (144) Fri 3:30, 6.40, 9:20; Sat- 
Sun 12:45, 3:30, 6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6: AO, 
#20 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Fri-Sun 3:20, 6:35, 
9:15; Mon-Tue Thu 6:35, 9:15; Wed 6:35 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom 
manded for young children) Sat-Sun 12:20 


THE LAST MIMZY (PG, may frighten young 
children, no passes, sneak preview) Sun 4:00 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS COLORADO 
[STC) Wed 7:00 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 


THE LIVES OF OTHERS (14) Daly 650, 920; 
Sa-an200 


FILM 


THE WORK AND THE GLORY Ill: A HOUSE 
DIVIDED (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:40; Sat-Sun 
1:50, 4:05, 7:15, 9:40 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Fri Mon-Thu. 
7:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:20, 7:30 


THE ULTIMATE GIFT (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00, 
9:35; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 7:00, 9:35 


DREAMGIRLS (PG, coarse language, mature 
themes) Fri Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:05, 
3:55, 6:40, 9:25 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Fri Mon-Thu 
7-10, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:00, 7:10, 9:45 


‘THE QUEEN (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45; Sat-Sun 
1:20, 3:40, 6:45 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (184, gory 
scenes) Dally 9:20 


AMU (PG, mature themes, Violence) Fri Mon-Thu 
7:20, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:10, 7:20, 9:50 


JUST MARRIED (STC, subtitled) Fri Mon-Thu 
6:30, 9:00; Sat-Sun 3:30, 6:30, 9:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert, 
458-9822 


ZODIAC (144A. violence) Daily 1-35, 4:45, 7:45 
HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 12:55, 3:05 


NUMBER 23 (14A, violence, gory scenes) Daily 
5:16, 7:10, 9:05 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may Irighten 
young children) Daily 1:20, 3:25, 5:30, 7:35, 9:25 


300 (184, gory scenes) Daily 1:45, 4:30, 7:00, 
9:15 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom 
mended for young children) Daily 1:00, 3:00, 
5:05, 7:25, 9:20 


PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 6:55, 
9:15 Sat Sun 12:55, 3:15 


300 (14A, gory scenes) Daily 7:00, 9:30; Sat Sun 
1:00, 3:30 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Daily 7:10, 
9:25; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:20 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom: 
mended for young children) Daily 7:05, 9:20 Sat 
Sun 1:05, 3:30 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 


780-608-2144 


300 (18A. gory scenes} Daily 6:50 9:05; Sat, 
Sun, Tue 1:55 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom 
mended for young children) Daily 7:00 9:15; Sat, 
‘Sun, Tue 2:06 


PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes, nol 
recommended for young children) Daily 7:05, 
9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:10 


BREAGH (PG, coarse language) Dally 6:55 9:10; 
Sat, Sun, Tue 2:00 


ZODIAC (14A, violenca) Daily 7:30; Sat, Sun, 
Tue 1:50 


MAGIC LANTERN-SPRUCE GROVE 


205 Main St, Spruce Grove. 
972-2332 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Dally 7:00; Sal 
Sun 1:00, 3:00 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (14A) Dally 9:00 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre. 
425-9212 


ARCHANGEL (STC) Sat 7:00 

METRO TV, EPISODE TWO (STC) Sat 9:00 
ONE NIGHT IN MONGKOK (STC) Sun 9 oo 
LOST IN TIME (STC) Mon 8:00 

LOVE BATTLEFIELD (STC) Tue 8 00 

THE MISSION (STC) Wed 8:00 

WAIT ‘TIL YOU'RE OLDER (STC) Thu 7:00 
THROW DOWN (STC) Thu 9:00 


NEW WEST MAL' 


8882-170 St, 
444-1829 
BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, violence, disturbing 
Content) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:35, 
3:30, 6:45, 9:45 


‘SMOKIN’ ACES (184, gory scanes, brutal vio- 
tenos} Fri 4:40, 7:20, 9:40; Sat-Sur 12:45, 4:40, 
7:20, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:40 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) Fri 4:35, 7:15, 9:25; Sat-Sun 
1:90, 4:85, 7:15, 9:25; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:25 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri 4:30, 7:00, 9:3¢ 
1:15, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:30 


STOMP THE YARD (PG, coarsa language) Fri 
Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:45, 6:40, 
9:20 

CHILDREN OF MEN (144, coarse language 
Wolence) Fri 4:45, 7:10, 9:35; Sat. 
4:45, 7:10, 9:35; 


Sun 1:45, 
Mon-Thu 9:35 


THE DEPARTED (18A, coarse language, vio- 
fence) Dally 8:45 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Fri 4:55, 7:05, 9:15, 
Sat-Sun 12:35, 2:45, 4:55, 7:05, 9:15; Mon-Thu 
7:05, 9215 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Fri 4:50, 6:50; 
Sat-Sun 12:50, 2:50, 4:50, 6:50; Mon-Thu 6:50 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231 137th Avenue, 
192-2223 
I THINK | LOVE MY WIFE (144, coarse 


language, no passes} Dally 1 
250 


sexual 
40, 3:40, 7:10, 


PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) Fri-Mon Wed 
Thu 12:50, 9:30, 7:00, 9:30; Tue 9:30, 7:00, 
9:30 Star and Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 


DEAD SILENCE (14A. frightening scenes, no 
passes) Dally 2:10, 5:30, 8:00, 10:40 


FIDO (14A, gory scenes) Dally 1:50, 4:20, 7:35, 
10:15 


900 (18A, gory scenes, no passes) Daily 12:00, 
1:00, 2:00, 3:00, 4:00, 5:00, 6:30, 7:30, 8:15, 
9:20, 10:30 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom 
mended for young children) Fri-Tue Thu 12:30, 

1:30, 2:50, 4:10, 5:10, 6:40, 7:40, 9:10, 10:10; 
Wed 12:30, 1:30, 2:50, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10, 10:10 


ZODIAC (144, Violence} Dally 1:20, 4:40, 8:30 


THE NUMBER 23 (14A, violence, gory 
Fri-Sat Mon-Wed 1:40, 4:30, 7:50, 10:21 
1:40, 7:50, 10:20; Thu 1:40, 4:30, 10:20 


scenes) 


Sun 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may trighten 
young children) Daily 12:10, 2:40, 4:50, 7:20, 
10:00 


GHOST RIDER (14) Fri-Tue Thu 12:20, 2:40, 


5:20, 7:45, 10:35; Wed 12:20, 2:40, 10:35 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Dally 9:40 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Daily 1:10, 
6:50 


3:50, 


THE LAST MIMZY (FG, may frighten 
children, no passes, sneak preview) S 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS COLORADO 
(STC) Wed 7:00 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 


AMU (PG, mature themes: 
9:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 


violence) Daily 7 


THE WORLD'S HOTTEST COMMERCIALS 


(PG) Daily 7:15; Sat-Sun 1,00 


FACTORY GIRL (164. substance abus 
9:15; Sat-Sun 3:00 


fp _SILVERCITY WEM | 


900(18A. gory scenes, no passes, Digital) Daily 
1:30, 4:30, 7:45, 10:30 Daily 12:00, 12/30, 3.00. 
4:20, 6:80, 7:30, 9:30, 10:15 


PREMONITION (PG. 
recommended for young chadren, Digital) Daity 
1:20, 4:15, 6:50, 9:50 


frightening scenes, not 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, nol recom 
mended for young chaidren, Digital) Daily 1:40, 
4:10, 7:15, 10:00 


900: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (154. gory 
scenes. no passes, Digital] Fri-Sun Tue-Thu 


MARCH 16 - MARCH 21, 2007 


ILM LISTINGS | Lana 


1:00, 4.00, 7:00, ¢ 


ZODIAC (144. viclence, Db 
12:10, 4:20, 6:40, 8:00. 
4:20, 8:00 


GHOST RIDER (14, Dig 
1:0, $35 


DEAD SILENCE (144, frightening 
fastes, Digital) Dally 2:00, 5-00, 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG. 
young children, Digital) 
9:40 


THE NUMBER 23 (144 y 
Digital) Fri-Sat 


Sun 1 


at, Mon-Thu 1:50, 4:50, 7: 
40, 10:10 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG, D 
12:40, 3:10, 6:45, 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, r 
mended for young chidren 


3:20 


THE LAST MIMZY (PG, may frichiten y 
children, Digital) Sun 4:00 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS COLORADO 
(Classification not aval 


He, Digital) Wed 7:00 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 


I THINK [ LOVE MY WIFE (144 
language. no passes, Fri-Mon Wed-T) 
4:20, 7:30, 10:00; Tus 4:30, 7:30, 
and Sirol 


Screening: Tue 1:00 


PREMONITION (PG, fri 


recommended for young childre 

4:20, 7:10, 9:45 

FIDO (#4A, gory scenes) Dally 12:20, 2:45, 5:15 
7:45, 10:15 


1:15, 2:00, 9:30, 4:15, 5 
9:30, 10:15. 10:4 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse 


1:10, 2:50, 4:00, 


Wer 12:10, 1:10, 2:50, 4:00, 5:20, 7-50, 9:21 

10:20 

ZODIAC (144 nes) Fri-Tue Thu 1;00, 3:00. 
4:45, 6:40, 8:36, 10:10; Wed ), 4:45 


8:30, 10:10 


BLACK SNAKE MOAN (158A) Dsity 3:40. 


THE NUMBER 23 (14. 
Fri-Sat Mon-Wed 1:45 
1:45. 8:10, 10:40; Thu 


GHOST RIDER (1 4A) Daity 1:50 
10:30 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (P 
young children} Oaty 12:C 


9:40 


1:20, 3:50, 245, 9:15; Mon 1:2 


PAN’S LABYRINTH (144 brutal v 
recommendec for ch 


Kiren, s 


THE LAST MIMZY (F 


hildren, no passe 


may frighten young 


few) Sun 4:0 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS COLORADO 
(STC) Wed 7:00 


THE QUEEN (PG) Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9 
Sun 1:45, 4:10, 6:45, 9:15 


PREMONITION (PG. [rightening Soenes, not 
tidren) Fn, Mon- The 
7:10, &25 


ed for yo 


Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:00 


PREMONITION (PG. frightening scenes, Mot 
recommended for young children) Daily 6:55, 
9:15 Sat Sun 12:55, 3:15. 


900 (14A, gory scenes) Daity 7:00, 9:30; Set Sun 
1:00, 3:30 


BREAGH (PG, coarse lshguage) Day 7:10, 
9-25; Sat-Sun 1:10, 320 


WILD HOGS (PG. coarse tanguage, not reco 
mended for young chikdiren) Diy 7205, 9:20 Sat 
‘Sun 1:05, 3:30 
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Not a Hummingbird was harmed in the — 


making of Mark Templeton’s debut album 
“ UNASSUMING LAPTOPIST RECONCILES HIS BANJO ROOTS TO RELEASE ACCLAIMED RECORD 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

itting in the quietest corner of 
S= otherwise raucous South- 

side bar, I almost missed Mark 
Templeton as | peered around the 
room. Unassumingly poured into an 
ergonomically stark wooden chair, 
half-hidden behind long, dirty-blond 
hair draping from the bottom of a 
large trucker hat and resting just 
above his still-tightly-tucked scarf, he 
‘4thumbs a menu, looking up only 
occasionally, barely even perceptibly 
looking for someone. Finally we both 
become aware that we're probably 
here for the same reason, and he 
greets me with a warm, small smile 
before we both settle in. 

It’s an inauspicious introduction to 
an Edmonton musician who's pretty 
rapidly becoming one of the best in 
the world at what he does. Temple- 
ton’s debut full-length, Standing on a 
Hummingbird, is gamering the ethere- 
ally minimal soundscapist the kind of 
reviews that would get a rock band 
on the cover of the Globe & Mail's 
Review section, being called every- 


<= thing from a stellar debut to the 


effortlessly brilliant work of a master. 

You'd never know it from his 
demeanour, though; sipping from a 
pint glass and thoughtfully rummag- 
ing through his head every time he 
talks, he has the half-nervous habits 
of a man none-too-familiar with talk- 
ing about himself. This doesn’t come 
as a surprise, really: despite what the 
reviewers may think, Templeton’s 
only been at his craft for a few years, 
and even then as much through 
chance as anything else. 

“Really, it came from doing some 
personal lessons with Lane Amdt fhe 
;_~of AA Sound System, among any 

number of more experimental 

sounds],” explains Templeton, who 
grew up playing everything from 
piano to guitar to banjo, but strictly in 
a more familiar, standard setting. “He 
just showed me how to look at music 
in a completely different way. I found 
out about a whole way of thinking 
about music I’d never even really 
knew about, but I really got into it.” 
That is, of course, putting it mildly. 
Already with a stable of musical 
knowledge ranging from childhood 
‘ piano lessons to some relentlessly 
autodidactic banjo, Templeton 
plugged into his laptop—he offhand- 
edly refers to himself as a laptopist 
several times, so dear that piece of 
equipment has become to him—and 


—) FAL MAR 16 (6:30 Ph) 
= | MARK TE 
co | WITHCLINKER, COMADUSTER, NANNOL DJ WIJIT 


2 | WHITEMUD CROSSING EDMONTON PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, $10 (ALL AGES) 


set to work building his soundscapes. 
Templeton’s previous EP, Frail As 
Breath, announced him as someone 
worth paying attention to, his natural, 
sparse mix of warm acoustics with 
fleshy electronics drawing a unique 
place on a map littered with purely 
digital players. 


TEMPLETON ADMITS, THOUGH, that his 


penchant for the almost folky sounds 
that are becoming his trademark took 
some time for him to get into. Though 
he grew up in a decidedly more ana- 
logue environment than where he 
lives now—his grandfather was a 
banjo player of some renown, and he 
admits the Blueberry Bluegrass festi- 
val was one of his more memorable 
musical experiences—it took him time 
to get past the standard trappings of 
what he was hearing and make music 
that really reflected who he is. 

“When I started, I was doing 
things—well, I mean, I was sort of try- 
ing to emulate what I heard, making 
the songs sound like whatever things 
I happened to like,” he explains, delib- 
erating on his words the whole time. 
“Going towards more natural sounds 
has a lot to do with just becoming 
more comfortable with myself, and 
figuring out exactly how it is I want to 
express things in this sort of music. 
I'm definitely not afraid now, though, 
to let these things come through. I 
mean, I used to be a guy who would 
come home and play the banjo for 
three hours—that should come 
through in my music.” 

A lot of what does come through in 
his music, Templeton admits, is based 
on his musical experience here in 
Edmonton. As rare as his organic 
melodies might be in the electronic 
world as a whole, electronic artists in 
Edmonton are sparser still, which 
grants access to experiences it is 
readily apparent a lot of artists on the 
world stage miss, cocooned as they 
are in their own particular kind of 
music. Templeton has done every- 
thing from playing banjo for like- 
minded-if-more-traditional rockers 
Field and Stream to orchestrating the 
haunting guitar recordings for Fields 
Awake, a sound-and-video exhibit that 
showed at Latitude 53, and it shows 
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in the freedom his music takes on. 

“You'll get a lot of people, for 
instance, coming out of Germany, and 
it starts to sound like they're sort of 
doing variations on each other. I 
mean, don’t get me wrong, I like what 
they do, there is some very good stuff, 
but I definitely think I get a different 
kind of perspective in Edmonton, and 
you can hear that almost immediate- 
ly,” Templeton explains. “I've gotten 
to do a lot, I’ve played with a lot of 
different artists, because there’s not a 
lot of people for putting together 
shows like this, and it lets you look at 
a different way of making music, lets 
you pull in all sorts of things to your 
music.” 


AS WITH ANYTHING, that unique per- 


spective is something to be appreciat- 
ed, and it’s showing in the attention 
Templeton is getting from across 
North America and Europe. Temple- 
ton recently signed with New York- 
based Anticipate, who liked him so 
much they made his record their label 
debut, despite some inauspicious 
beginnings with the group. 

“We actually met each other, embar- 
rassingly enough, over MySpace,” says 
Templeton with a pained look. “I added 
them because I had read an article 
about the 10 most promising labels, 
and Ezekiel [Honig, who also runs the 
respected Microcosm imprint] got back 
to me almost immediately, saying he 
wanted the press kit, and not long 
after, we signed.” 

Now all that's left for Templeton is 
to get used to some extra attention. 
The buzz around Hummingbird con- 
tinues to grow—he recently had to 
stop selling it on his website, as he 
was getting so many orders he could- 
n't keep up anymore—something he 
admits he’s proud of, if also a little 
overwhelmed by. Templeton’s still at 
the state where he reads his own 
reviews, and while they’ve been 
almost roundly positive, if not glow- 
ing, he admits it’s a bit tough to get 
used to digesting everything people 
are saying about you, whether it’s 
good or bad, 

“| think my favourite one so far was 
someone who lead off with, ‘Despite 
the presumptuous title.’ He went on 
to actually give it a really good review, 
which was nice, but I’m still trying to 
figure out what he meant by ‘pre- 
sumptuous,” smiles Templeton as he 
adjusts his hat and folds his hands 
quietly. “If they only knew.” w 
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~PREVUE / FRI, MAR 16 (6:30 
IN DUE TIME / With fi Pane Ht 


BL PIN i FKINS 
HALL a eee DRIVE, LEDUC, 


AB), $10 AGES) | was going to 
take a a - the guys from In Due 
Time tearing it up on stage a couple 
weekends ago at Rendezvous Pub, but 
they were running late when | arrived, so 
we snapped the shot outside instead. 
| q And, since they had to get back inside for 


f *% 
i i their show, we didn’t get around to an } ; p 
be F : interview, so guitarist/vocalist Will EDNONCN VEN lV] , 
ia ie. hee Whenham has offered up his own take c- ' 
.* 3} on the group in the form of a haiku: Band a 
who Is so loud / Your ears will turn inside u a cOoM | N G EVE NT - 


out / And broadcast your thoughts. Go 
see the guys at their all ages gig in Leduc 
and let me know if Whenham's poetry is 
an accurate description. —EDEN MUNRO / 
eden@yueweekly.com 
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fever 
@ TAKING NIGHTLIFE TOANEW DEGREE @ 


THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING 
CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT? 


SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL 
WEST EDMONTON MALL 


780-443-6666 


WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


oe PUB Open stage; 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hasted by Alberta Crude; 6- 
10pm 


DAUD Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wynters every Tue; Spm 
DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by Brian 
Petch 

FOUR ROOMS John Newton Trio; 
8pm 

HULBERT'S Thursday night singer- 
songerwriter, roots, blues, and folk 
night 8pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, 8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-V1pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12:30am_ 
JEFFREYS CAFE Music at St 
Andrew/s: Loma Lampman; Bpm; $20 
at TIX on the Square 


JULUAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers 
Society; 7-10pm, 


Perilous Seas, September Stone 


WILD WEST SALOON Robert 
Rowan 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Guy Clark, Joe 
Ely, John Hiatt Lyle Lovert 


ZENART'S Terry Jorden (piano), 7-Spm 


DJS 


THU MAR 15 DJ 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
iphte Electro Education: dub, trip 
hep, lounge, electro with DU Lazer 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 


Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Thursdays. 
Dus spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FEVER French house with David 
Guetta 

FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with OJ SWAG 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substanc: 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crewy, InVinceable, Touch Itand 
Lady Vicious; hosted by Kwame 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DU 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEW CITY | Love ‘Bis; Trash Bing®: 
hosted by Dexter Nebula, Sushi 
Stiletto, Belinda Carbomb, Hells Yeah; 
9.45 (First Card); no cover 


OBYRNE'S St. Patrick's Festival. Insh 
tunes galore with DJ Jazzy Dave: 
9:30pm; Irish dancers at 8pm 

ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 


Thursdays: Danos lessons at 8pm, 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. classic 
rock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee: Spm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit |r 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
by Plresidents 


RED STAR Ferme Fatale: rock, pop, 
hip hop wath DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexan Tronic, Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 


STANDARD 0.) Danny Howells (UK); 
tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLOM: DU Nik 7 of Shout Out Out Out 
Out, $7 cover 


WUNDERBAR DJ) Jazzy Chris; no 
cover 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE The Resonators, 
Al Brant Trio; 8pm; donations 


CASINO EDMONTON Kory Wios 
(pop/ropck) 


CASING YELLOWHEAD Donny 
Parenteau (country/rock) 

FESTIVAL PLACE Classic Albums 
Live - Dark Side of the Moon; 7:30pm; 
$30 (cabaret)/$28 (box)/$26 (theatre) 
at the Festival Place box office, 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Hecubus Trio; Spm; $5 
FRESH START CAFE Prairie Cats 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, 9pm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock band; 
S-2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE Bruce and Lori 
Mohacsy (jazz); $10 


JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm; no cover 


JULUAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence 


NORWOOD LEGION The Uptown 
Folk Club: Patsy Amico and Bran 
Gregg Band with Moses Gregg (bass), 
Don Walker (drums); 7:30pm (door), 
8pm (music); $12 (adv. at Myhers, 
Southside Sound, TIX on the 
Square)/$15{door’: 


ONE ON WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 
Mo Bad Ass 


ON THE ROCKS St Patty's Day: 
MeCusig with DJ Shawnibis 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Mr. Lucky (blues/rock); 9:30pm- 
1:30am 


SOUTHMINSTER STEINHAUER 
UNITED CHURCH Frets ‘n’ Flute 
(Celtic); 7:20pm; $15 (aduit/$10 (stu- 
denV/seniorV/child under 10 free; tick- 
ets available at wilsonrd@shaw.ca, 
455-0318 


STARLITE ROOM The Igniters, Boss 
Hoss, hosted by Kabukr Guns 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with DJs 
‘and occasional Intemational special 
guest DJ 


BAR-B-BAR 0.) James; no cover 


Urban-Old School with DU Spice 
RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


‘SAPPHIRE AND 
LOUNGE House: with Friday 
Tesident DJ Luke Morrison 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
7pm-12 midnight 


STOLLI'S Top 40, ARB, house with 
People’s DJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 


PREVUE / FRI, MAR 16 & SAT MAR 17 (8 PM) / OUR MER- 
CURY / ECONOLODGE, $12 A double dose of Our Mercury 
after a painfully long wait. The first night will be punk, the 
second a reggae explosion, and both promise to be the best 
time since you spied on your older sister's slumber party. 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin 
‘on the main floor and on the Wooftop 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 
DANTE’ BISTRO Text Messaging 
Singles Party: for singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 
DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock. disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 
ESMERALDA'S DJ) Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 

FEVER Global Fridays: R&B, hip hop, 
reggae, reggaeton and mash-up 
FUNKY AVE) Top 
tracks, rock. retro with DJ Damian. 
GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 

HALD Mod Club: indie rock new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 

KHZ A-Rock and Hatchmatik with: 


Merk Meny and DJ Echo featuring 
Bailefunk, Electro, Booty, Ghettotech, 


Wee WANTED’ 


WO IRISH |.cED APPIY 


<n om 


PREVUE / SAT, MAR 17 (8 PM) / CAPTAIN TRACTOR / 
STARLITE ROOM, $15 St Patrick's Day is a racist holiday. 
Why do the poor Irish get their culture “celebrated” through 
alcoholic stereotypes? What does this have to do with Captain 
Tractor? Nothing, | just wanted to get it off my chest. 


Burlesque; no minors, 8pm; $10 (adv. 
at TIX on the Square, Blackbyrd, 
Deluxe, Listenl/$12 (door) 


TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE Me and 
Julio 


VELVET UNDERGROUND The Long 
Winters, TV Heart Attack and Team: 
Building: no minors: 8pm (door: $15 
{ady) at Unionevents.com, 
TicketMaster, Megatunes , Blackbyrd, 


Listen 


YARDBIRD SUITE The Edmonton 
Jazz Orchestra with guest Lew 
Tabackin, The Lew Tabackin Trio; 7pm 
(door), 8pm (show); $20 (member)/$24 


(quest) 
CLASSICAL 


FAI MAR 16 CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE fobbins Pops: 
Death on a Downbeat: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, William Eddins 
(conductor), Magic Circle Mime 
Company; 8pm; $32-$73 at Winspear 
box office 


Bmore, Juke and all other serious 
party jams; 9pm (door); $10 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday. 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! with 
DUs Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit 
and guests; no minors; 9pm {door}; $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
fockandrall/punkrock/abitofeverthing/i 
ndy with Ds Jebus and Anarchy 
Adam (from CJSR’s Your Weekly AA 
Meeting); G-Whiz 


ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights. DJ 
Choklit Elvis and OJ Spyder 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH fetso to New; classic 
rock, A&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; 9pm-2Zam; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday; indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Flyboy 

THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with rotat- 
ing shows avery week; $4 (mem- 
ber)/$6 (non-member) 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa- 
Merengue-Bachata-House-Reggeaton: 
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Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Flashback 
house/hard with Johnny Dangerous, 
Andy Inertia, quests; 1-7am 

URBAN PRAT Funktion Fridays; 
Edmonton Police security on site all 
night 

'WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays: 
Eee sent M (Underground CD. 
release) 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL St 
Paddy's Day. Derina, Duff, 3 Drops of 
the Pure: starting at noon 
AVENUE SKATE PARK Alternate 
Action (punk rock), On the Brink, The 
Skitzo's, High Jinks, Teach Me 
Violence: 6pm (door), 7pm show); 
$12/$10 (it you're wearing green) 
BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE DJ 
Foxi Roxi, DJ Fuego, and DJ Jose 
Jose; free dance classed {8:20-10pm) 
DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: St. Paddy's Day with 
Mihirangi and CR Avery; 4-6 pm; no 
cover acoustic every Saturday after- 
noon, 
BLIND PIG Live bands every second 
Saturday 
BLE CHAIR CAFE A\ Brant Trio (CD 
release); Bpm 
CASINO EDMONTON Kory Wios 
{pop/ropek) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Do 
Parenteau (country/rock) 

DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage. 
all ages; 2-Bpm 

DUTCH CANADIAN CENTRE St. 
Patrick's Day Big Band Dance: CJam 
Big Band, Bpm-midnight: $15/two for 
$25 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Samfoek = St. Patrick's Day Party, no 
minors; 8pm (door); tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Hecubus Trio; 9pm; $5. 
FRESH START CAFE Pau! Lepage 
HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 
‘Top rap groups; Spm 

‘THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 9pm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
3-7.20pm) country/rock band, Spm- 
2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Anna Beaumont 
{jazz} St Patricks Day, $10 

JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock! 9:30pm; no cover 
JULUAN'S PIANO BAR Dennis 
Begoray 

O'BYRNE’S Chris Wynters and Scott 
Peters; 3pm; no cover, St Patrick's 


LY 


ONE ON WHYTE/URBAN 
Octane (OUWeE 
ON THE ROCKS St Patty: py 
McCuaig with DJ Donjuan 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOO 
PUB Slow Burn (blues) : 
POWER PLANT Saint Patricks 
Bash: Knotwork, Pinned and m 
presented by Atlas and PSW 
Geological Societias; no minoy 
(Door); $5 (door) 


ALEXANDRA HALL 
Edmonton Blues Society month 
blues: open stage and jam ses: 
7:30pm; $5 (door) 
RENDEZVOUS Civil Savage 
Cerberus, Eminent Reprisal (met 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 

Mala Hindustani and Carnatic m 

Masters of India; Panchakriya (f) 

Piece ensemble), 6pm (door), 7 
(show); $20 (adult}/$15 {member 

paver) at Wwwimerchantix 
ir 


STARLITE ROOM St. Patrick's 
Captain Tractor, quests; 8pm (i 
$15 (adv. at TIX on the Square 
Blackbyrd, Listen\/$20 (door) 


TEDDY'S St. Paddy's Day: Seer 
fires, Knee Jerks; Dus Penny 1 
Clean Josh; 8pm (door); $8 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
CR Avery, 7pm (door) early shov 


WILD WEST SALOON ober: 
Rowan: 


YARDBIRD SUITE The Edimo 

Jazz Orchestra with quest Lew 
Tabackin, The Lew Tabackin 1) 
(door), Bpm (show); $20 (membes\s73 
(guest) 


ZAKS ON SIST AVENUE |: 
and dancing every Sat: 10pm 


CLASSICAL 


SATMAR17 CLASSICAL 
CONVOCATION HALL North 
Alberta Honor Band, Angela 
(conductor: 7pm; $10 (stude 
iorl/$15 (adult) 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Eso 
Symphony for Kids: Magic 
Mime Company's Peter and 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 
William Eddins (conductor); 2pm 
$29 at Winspear box office 
WINSPEAR CENTRE fob 
Death on a Downbeat: Edmon 


Symphony Orchestra, William 
(conductor), Magic Circle 


Company; 8pm; $32-$73 at \\ 
box office 
DJS 


VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DU Sc 


{wo levels 


BUDDY'S Undie night for r 
free pool and tourney, DU Avr 


DECADANCE Sou! Heav 
‘Saturdays: Funky house « 
beatz with DJs T-Bass, Fem 

and local/intemational quest 

‘ed by NewSound Entertain 
minors; Spm-3am 

DELUXE BURGER BAR Asie 
and ‘70s progressive rock. 0) 
electronic Indie with Joel Ret 
FEVER NIGHTCLUB Satuisy 
Fever 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE 
tracks, rock, retro with D. | 
GINGUR SKY SoulQut Sav 
Patrick's Day Celebration: sve 
wear green, Edmonton Poli 

on site oan night 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle S:": 
Groovy Cuvy and quests 

NEW CITY Flock “n’ Aoll/Heav 
Hell: rockandroll/punk/irndy/™ 


bre 


di with Dus Beard of & 
and Naz 
NEW CITY SUBURBS fhe |: 


Continues... Saturday Suck 
Dus Nik Rofeelya and Blue J5y ' 
Club); $5 


ONE ON WHYTE Saturday ' 
DulChoklit Elvis and DJ Spyde 


PLANET 

ANENUE Suggestive Satur” 
breaks electro house spun by 
dents 


RED STAR Indie rock. hip hr 
indie tock, hip hop with S Mast 
Loopin’ the 3rd 


‘THE ROOST Saturdays-Always 
New Years Eve; with Du Dan 


Br rene $15 adv} at ¥ Aterhous, 
gosh, Yess Hair 


jw/Sum (Dlues/rocks 7-1 pm 
JACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got To 


College Jazz Chowr/ Jazz 
oat 7:30pm: $10 
(student/senior} at TX on 


LE PUB Live jam hosted 

Vv a Dave bwesy Sunt 2:30pm 

av Joe Bird's Ine Jame Open 
; no cover 


ROCKS Ai the Stroke of 
quests, DJ Knwi 


ee er 
by Ghris Wynters of Captain 
{Bt 1pm) 


AND BILLIARDS 10250-1085 51, 990-0704 * MUDDY WATERS 8211-111 Si 
PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 » NEW CITY LIKWID 
ST HOTEL 10525-111 Ave, 489-251) * NEW YORK BAG! 


421-1357 


= VENUE 
GUIDE 


‘BOYS 10102-180 St, 481.8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle 
Ls iu BISTRO 17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-4445 + DECADANCE 1! 
pow A CENTRE 8700-84 St, Hwy 21, Fort Saskatchewan * DUTCH CANADIAN CENTRE 13312-142 St, 431+ 
108 St « FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan * DRUID 11605 Jas 
% WEM Phase Ill, 489-SHOW * EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 © FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, 
MIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 5906: 
1757 «FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FRESH 
PUMP 10166-114 St, 488.4841 « GERMAN CANADIAN CULTURAL CENTRE 8310 Roper Rd, 6: : 
Jesper Ave, 423-HALO + HILLTOP PUB 6220-106 Ave * HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK 8102, 10324-52 Ave, 969-7009 * HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463- 
1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 76) 
7188-127 Ave, 451-8779 « J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 » JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 
Sve, 426-5381 * JJ'S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 * JOHN L. HAAR 
Story Slain Fie * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Avo, 427-2760 * JULIAN'S PIANO 
Kix (SHARK TANK) [0249-97 St * KINGSKNIGHT P 
A - 6904-172 Si, 481-2786 » LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fi, ape 
t, 433- 
2.4578 * NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 Ja: 
103 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gatewsy Bivd * NORTHGATE LIONS 
THE NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St, 436-1554/435-5695 
* ORTONAARMOURY 9722-102 St * OVERDRIVE 
7 » PALACE BANQUET AND CONVENTION 
Cente, 111 Ave & Groat Rd * PLANET INDI- 
ITY HALL 1 


Uinnebach (violin), 
30pm; admissi 


(adult}/$18 (student/senior) at TIX on. 
the Square, Gramophone, door 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Gilbert and 
Sullivan's The Mikado with the 
Beaumont Drama Society; $25 at the 
‘Winspear bax office; proceeds to ao to 
Make-A-Wish, Stollery Children's 
Hospital Foundation 


DIS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tin 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons with Phil Got To Give It Up: 
Main Floor: funk, soul. Motown, and 
diseo with QU Red Dawn; 2-7pm 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rotating 
drag shows: DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 
(MEW CITY Rub A Dub Unites Again: 
OUs Jebus and Anarchy Adam (CJSA's 
Your Weekly AA Meeting); the 
Simpson's at Spm 

O'BYRNE’S D.) Finneaan. 9pm (door) 
$20 (basic}/$30 (premium), available 
by phone at 414.6766 

URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
‘Sundays: with E-town's Fab: 
InVinceable, Game and BabyGir 
WUNDERBAR Sundays 0 Galletea 
‘and XS, guasts; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


LIVEMUSIC MON MAR 19. 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE The 
Fray, Kyle Riabko; 7pm: sold out 
LBS PUB House band: 930pm-1am; 
no cover 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Claveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 


S513 * THE ROOST 10245-104 St, 426-3150 * ROSEBOWL 10111 
[A MUSEUMTHEATRE 12245 102 Ave » RUM JUNGLE 


4 
Te 


Ws), 426-1099 » WEST END CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURC! 
R CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 * WOOD 


‘STUDIO 27 Fine Ars Building, U of a Campus, 


SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-214 
10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 « 
LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * 
7522-178 St* BELLEROSE BREAKDOWN 49 Giroux 
Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUS! 
St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 969-2861 * 
BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 708-6555 * 
6636 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, Spruce 
* CANADIAN HELLENIC HALL 10450-116 St * CAR 
NO (EDMONTON) 7055 Argyll Rd, 

507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-876 
2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * 


UB 9221:34 Ave, 433-2599 * 


LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 41 
EL CAFE 8430 Gateway Blvd, 432-2 
JUNITY LEAGUE 13535-109A Avo, 457-9417 * 
ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 

id Crossing, 106 St, 485-171 


CONVOCATION HALL Visiting Arist 
Lecture Recital: graduate keyboard 


seminar; 4pm; free 
DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE 
Imagine: Elk \sland Youth Choir, Dawn 


Sadoway (conductor), Elk Island 
Honour Choir, Michelle Engblom-Reidt 
(conductor); the Edmonton Youth Choir, 
John Weibe (conductor), the Viodel 
‘United Nations Team; a quartet from 
Pro Coro Canada; 7:30pm; $10 (a per- 
centage going to nizations helpi 
youth at hy ae 2 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Gilbert and 
Sullivan's The Mikado with the 
Beaumont Drama Society; $25 at the 
Winspear box office: proceeds to go to 
Make-A-Wish, Stollery Children’s 
Hospital Foundation 


MON MAR 19 D5 
BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays 


Service Industry Night: no minors; 
Spm-2am a : 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays: with DJ Penny Tentiary 


BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest with 
Mia Fellow, 0.) WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays. with DJ SWAG. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Make 
it Murichie Mondays: House with DJ 
Dusty Grooves, guests 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical talent 
with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


UVEMUSIC = TUEMAR 2). 


CASTLE ROCK-ST. ALBERT 
Tuesday Freeway Jam; hosted by 
Mark Ammar, Dale Collins and Noel 
Mackenzie; 8:30pm. 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chis Wynters and quest 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 


NORTHLANDS AGRICOM Taking 
Back Sunday, Underoath, Armor For 


i Bp (door). 71 

at 
OBYRNE'S Coltic Jam: with 

‘Shannon Johnson and friends, 93pm 


(show), 
icdcatViaster 


CLASSICAL 


TWEMABR 2) «CLASSICAL 
CONVOCATION HALL Visiting artist 
‘Neil Cockburn (organ), lecture recital, 
Graduate keyboard seminar; 1pm; free 
CONVOCATION HALL Organ 
Masterclass; Visiting artist Neil 


Cockbum, graduate keyboard seminar 
4pm; free 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Gilbert and 
Sullivan's The Mikado with the 
Beaumont Drama Society, $25 at the 
Winspear box office: proceeds to go to 
Make-A-Wish, Stollery Children's 
Hospital Foundation 


DJS 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Tuesdays. DJs spin on the main level 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser oe 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, R&B 
with DJ Foreplay, OJ Jimmy 

FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8 
10pm, 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 


Reggae music with Bomb Squad, 
TN.O and Lady Vishus, no cover 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The In 
Kraut: Mod A&B, Norther Soul, ‘60s 
Gerage, Mod Revival with Dr. Erick 
and guests 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE 7apas Tuesday. popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12 midnight 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Tuesday 
Night Shakedowns: With OJ Generic 
(Hipster Twister) and quests 
WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open 
mic with Duff Robison; 8pm. 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays 


FIDDLER'S ROOST | ittle Flower 
pen stage; 7:30pm (door): $2 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 
METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS The 
Metro World Beat Band with Enrique 
O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
quests; 30pm; no cover 

ONE ON 


Kokanee Freeride week #3) Sliver, 
‘Twenty One Red, Broken Nose 


PLEASANTVIEW 

HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Presented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wernesday evening 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 
Wednesday Night Live: with host 
Barbara May, open stage for comedi 
@ns, musicians and bands; 7pm (set- 
‘up/sound check), 8-10pm (show) 


WILD WEST SALOON Brent Lee 


CLASSICAL 


Wednesdays at Noon: Suzanne Langor 
and Josephine Van Lier (horn and 
cello): 12:10-12:50pm: free 


DJS 
WED MAR 21D) 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 


Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-€ and Smoov 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Stanley 
Carroll spins on the Woottop, Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays Main Floor: Best 
Rides... Worst Wrecks...; no cover 
foots music every Wednesday with DJ 
Buster Friendly; live music once a 
month 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexxy 
Sean 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 

HULBERT'S Wobbly Wednesday: 
downtempo, smooth jazz. with DJ 
Frederick 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/A&B with 0) 
Spineyele 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Robobot DJ 3000 

NIKI DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk. soul, 
disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip hop with 
Cool Curt, Yun, Junior Brown, Remo 


‘STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Feat with DJ Nestor Delano 


STOLL'S Wild Cherry: House/garage 
with Trpswitch, Rezidnt Funk. fusion 
with Steve Velocity 


Panic 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Indie, Mod, Rock, Electro Dance 
Party.with the Jbots: no cover 


WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new OU; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wednesdays 


ALBERTA BALLROOM Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacoy 
Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 * ATLA’ 
9 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9201 
BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 9221.34 Ave, 433-2599 » THE BANK ULTRA 
BAR WILD 1055? 82 Ave, 951-9456 * THE BEERHUNTER PUB AND GRILL 
Road, St. Albert * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 
E 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St Anne Street, 
BLUES ON WHYTE 1029-82 Ave, 439-5058 * 
BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488- 
Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 * CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St, 438-1812 
1GO AND JAMES TEA SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave, 433-9152 « CASI- 


1018350 Si, 466-8069 = Y AFTERHOURS 1002-102 St, 994-3256. www 
Oy St. Alben, 459-0295 » ZENARI'S 10180-101 St. 423-5409 


Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * 
0018-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 « DEWEY'S 


per Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 
99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 1051182 Ave, 916-155 
START CAFE Riverbend Sq., 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10341-82 Ave, 4 
28-2839 « GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/95 
01-115 St, (436-1161) * THI 
THEATRE Grant MacEwan College, 10045-155 St + J.P RA 
BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732. 


LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 8627-91 St * L.B’S P 
McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 


ND COFFEE BAR AND 


IE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 
451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 
INCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15926 
4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433 
UB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 
101 St, McDonald Drive, 468-4964 « 
99 » MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Dr * 
sper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * 


be, 10111 Bellamy Hill, 4229-1000 * ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne 
NTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432.4611 « AVENUE 
10 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 


463-9457 © CASINO {YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 » CASTLE ROCK 
6 * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 * cow- 
CROWNE PLAZA CHATEAU LACOMBE 10111 Bellamy Hill, 492 
LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 * 
924/436-6786 * FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 10031 
474-5654 
Sherwood Park (449-3378 * FEVER 
7 © FIRST MENNONITE CHURCH 3650-91 St, 420 


* EDMONTON EVENTS 


1676 * 
06 * HALO 10538 


60-57 Ave, 474-5270 * POL- 


* QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave 438-6814 * 


25 « RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St. 444-1822 * 
@ * RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 


at, south of 112 Ave, 479: 
St, Jasper Ave * ROYAL 


DY'S 11361 Jasper Ave, 498-0984 » TOUCH OF CLASS 


ROASTERY 9869-62 Ave, 430-9198 * TWILIGHT 
St * VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030: 102 St (down 
WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 476-3388 * 


XWRECKS 


APPARENTLY YOU CAN 


ROCK THE ROOF DOWN 


WHO KNEW? = 


THE URBAN LOUNGE. 


A | 
omg MERA 


STARTING THIS WEEK 


10544-WHYTE AVENUE 
WILL BE PICKING UP WHERE 
THE URBAN LOUNGE LEFT OFF! 


mars PERILOUS SEAS 


wits sEerremBen Stone 


aIMO BAD ASS 
SATURDAY Cc "TA. IW = 


MAR 17 


WEDNESDAY| KO RaANWEE FREERIDE 


MAR 21! SILVER VS “WT WENTY-@OONE FRED 
i BROKEN NOSE 


Wane LE “a REP: MOONDOK 


MAR 23/24 CAUSH- IVEAIR 2S KOKANEE FREERIDE FINALS! 
MARR 29 SONIC ROTM: TUPELO HONEY - RAL 3O/SA LINE OF SIGHT 


PLUS: APR 5 DAVIDUSHER! 


MUSIC 


Lae 
pin 


2 Soctal-dtaturtian 


with special quests: 


— AOA TALUG 


EVENT CENTRE 


APHRIL24™ 
SOLD OUT 


BY POPULAR DEMAND 
SECOND SHOW ADDED! 


APRIL 22" 


gocialdtatortini.com 


TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY at ticketmaster.ca 451-8000 ano |jNIDNEVINID “COM GENERAL ADMISSI ion 


7 MARCH 15 - MARCH 21, 2007 


UNIONEVENTS: «COM 


WonecEN. 
SP4R4 


with ATTACK IN BLACK 
STARLITE 
ROOM 
NLL AGES # Tt: BB/MT LISTEN 
CHAMPION 
MALAJUBE 


YOU SAY PARTY! 
» WE SAY DIE! 


REVOLVER ... HOF fOP}C" 


;HE LONG | 
WINTERS 


MAR VELVET 
: 16 ‘UNDERGROUND 


18+ IDe TIX: BB/MT /LISTEN 


iB | -f . va if - a 
Warkiuran Gonr 27 


ODORS 8 PM - 13+ LICENSED 
i] ae ae HMV “4 MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, LISTEN, U OF A SUB INFO DESK 


— 


WHITEY HOUSTON 
witH Guests TWIN FANGS 
i APRIL 3 - STARLITE ROOM 


18+ NO MINORS ~ TIX: MEGATUNE abe 
RLACKBYRD, FREECLOUD SBEAR 


en Driver 


KATA KI YSM.. rae 
eo 8 - EDMONTON EVENT mks St 


DOORS 6 PIM - ALL AGES - TIX: BLACKBYRD/MEGATUNES/FS (WEN) /FREECLOUD 
"ROADRUNNER Hs RL lj 


WUEWEEKLY 


TAGUN TIL 


el a 


<a 


| x ; _> 


ojathering IN THs MOM, Siden Bevies 


MAY I DINWOODIE LOUNGE 


UNIVERSITY OF ALB lt SUT ON EDMONTON AB - DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES 
SALSO AUAILAULE AT BLACHBYAD, MEGRIDHES, FREECLOUD 1, UOF ASUS INFO DESK 


YY VUE oA LW) 
; cin Bi ee by a = ate inal aati 


“REASON 


anberlin 


__APRIL 18 
POWERPLANT 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT INIQNEVENTS COM ticketmasterca (204) 780-3333 


=~ GET THE LATEST NEWS ON PRESALES AT MYSPACE. COM/UNIONEVENTS 


MUSIC MARCH 15- MARCH 21,2007 WUE! 


FRerwerrers ts 


ssl dc ed alta daaaiiaiaimaatataliaial ae es ; | 
BossHoss’s popularity means there must be truth in a 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 
{ 7 am a little bit drunk now,” 
I begins the heavily accented 
and somewhat blurry Hoss 
Power, vocalist and guitarist for Ger- 
man country rockers the BossHoss, 
calling from a tavern in Germany. 
“We're having a birthday party for 
Boss [Burns, vocalist] tonight—it’s 
one in the morning here.” 

What started out about two and a 
half years ago as a joke side project 
between Power and Burns has now 
grown into something far exceeding 
their expectations. They really didn’t 
have any expectations to begin with. 

“When we started with this kind of 
country music,” Power muses. “It was 
not supposed to be very cool, ora 
part of the scene in Germany. I mean, 
my father listens to country music! 
We didn’t believe in any success, or 
that it would go down well at all. Nei- 
ther did our record label. We didn’t 


FA, MAR 16 (0) 

THE BOSSHOSS 
WITH THE NITES, KARUK GUNS BURLESQUE 
HARDTALS 

STARLTE ROOM S12 


care—we thought it was fun.” 

To everyone's surprise, the 
BossHoss's first disc entered the Ger- 
man album charts in position 11, 
appealing to that little grey area in 
Germany that has taken a liking to 
country music. Since the band’s 
inception, the BossHoss have released 
two albums—IJnternashville Urban 
Hymns and Rodeo Radio—and have 
seen both of them turn gold. 

“We've known each other for a 
long time and have been playing 
music for about 10 years in different 
constellations and projects,” Power 
says. “[Boss] and I started to record 
songs in the studio of my attic for fun. 
Then we decided to play live, and 


co 


needed some boys up on stage with 
us. That's when Guss Brooks (double 
bass), Frank Doe (drums), Hank Doo- 
dle (mandolin, harmonica, wash- 
board), Ernesto Escobar de Tijuana 
(percussion, melodica), and Russ T 
Nail (electric guitar) joined in.” 


IF YOU THINK THEIR choices of stage 
names aren't oddly intriguing enough, 
then it would be remiss not to men- 
tion that they were once famed less 
for their self-penned cowboy rock ‘n’ 
roll jingles and more for their sub- 


ON SALE 
FRIDAY 


stantially deviating covers. 

The BossHoss has countrified such 
songs as OutKast’s “Hey ya,” Nelly's 
“Hot in Here,” the Beastie Boys’ “Sab- 
otage” and Britney Spears's “Toxic,” to 
name a few. It’s a strange selection of 
tunes transformed into a different 
genre, but it had an effect on the 
band’s European audience and thrust 
the BossHoss into the spotlight. 

“We started with cover songs,” 
Power laughs. “Now, though, people 
keep asking for originals. With our 
third album coming out in September, 


myspace.com 


Fundraising Concert in support of 
the Canadian Liver Foundation 


there’s more of us in it—up to 75 De 
cent more! We are now Pushing |; 
little bit harder to get the rock‘): , : 
Spirit into it. 

“We like Hank Williams ang , 
course, [Johnny] Cash, but w; 
like rock ‘n’ roll,” he continues - 
WE progress, our music has more dis 
tortion. It’s developing into thai. \, 
are all solid musicians. Who wn, 
five albums exactly the same?” 

After an obvious swill of 
beer, Power admits that the 3 i 
ultimately nothing more than « a 
guys up on stage enjoying life. |; 
so happens that what thrills jh 
also happens to thrill their audience 

“We rock it really wild,” he 
cludes. “We're doing our thing be: 
we like it, and if it loses the fun, o;; 
shit, then we won't doit anymore 

“Now, I need to go get me anoths 
beer, and get celebrating with ., 
good friend Boss.” w 


us 


SS 


lellispand — 


LIVE IN CONCERT 


APRIL 17 - MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 


DOORS 7 PM | ALL AGES | TICKETS: TICKETMASTER.CA, MEGATUNIES, 
SUB INFO DESK, AND UNIONEVENTS. COM - 


Hoe y 


yy pe pa 


¥ un 


When: March 23rd 
Where: Powerplant (University of Alberta) 


How much: $10 in advance ($12 @ door) 
Now all we need is you! 


THIS GIRL THAT BOY 


thisgirlthatboy.com 
Get your tickets today! 
Call 444-1547 


@ microstore 


WUEWEEKL 


== CANAEXAN FONDATION | 
CANADIEN"! 
FOUNDATION DU FOIE 


MUSIC 


MARCH 15 - MARCH 21, 2007 


‘A CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
+m not much of a music con- 
Jen: John Roderick offers. 
A “My touchstones are more emo- 
nal and literary.” 
‘It will come as no surprise, then, 
at the songs penned by Roderick 
wer the course of three full-length 
leases and an EP under the Long 
anters moniker each have an 
napologetically emotional and liter- 
core. 
The inherent bareness of feeling is 
how amplified rather than muf- 
ed by Roderick’s curatorial tendency 
ards rock-baroque instrumenta- 
Hon—thundering guitars, strings and 
s, heavily melodic vocals, vintage 
itish Invasion organ and other ran- 
pm aural events. 
Lyrically, he tends towards short 
ursts of extreme lucidity inter- 
persed with gaps of wordless (or 
imple to the point of being mantra- 
gue) intensity carried by a voice 
fat has mellowed through the years 
5 the audio consistency of hot bour- 
jaced with honey. He frequently 
jokes the elements and moves the 
rth, as precise and evocative a 
fordsmith as a Romantic poet, but 
eaves these ornate snippets in with 
servances that are nearly photo- 
aphic. 
The most fervent tunes, when all of 
derick’s extremes visit each other 
der the same roof, hold the lowest 
vs, highest highs, most spacious 
ences and the dagger essence of 
ck itself, wrapped in his Byron/Sex- 
musings. Modern studio finger- 
ints aside, they sound bizarrely 
ntemporaneous to the late 
Ds/early ‘70s likes of the Zombies, 
h a dash of "Shine On You Crazy 
amond.” 


WOULD BE mad, bad and 
to hear, except for the wry 
of humour buffering his heart, 
inely honed sense of the absurd, 
lack of pretense and a naked 
ire to know and be known. And of 
irse, his complete adherence to the 
idbuilt ethic, if not the indie myth. 
“fl picked up a guitar for years and 
5, it was for myself,” he contends. 
entertaining It's a life of the 
d. Contrast that with the lion’s 
of the music of today: 85 per 
of music, maybe, is about getting 
®ock sucked. Jett is not about sit- 
ig in solitude and writing songs 
jut their perception of the world. 
Tock’s challenge is this supposi- 
h that we all have this life of the 
id, we have this compulsion to 
$8 ourselves and have things to 
a whole style is founded on 
premise is thrilling, but to say it’s 
Cerebral is total bullshit. But that’s 
joming what we think of as indie 


is used to being too smart 
i too sincere for the party line. 
ing up in Anchorage, Alaska (he 
bved to Seattle just as grunge was 
ting off) he picked up the instru- 


THE LONG WINTERS 
WITH TEAM BUILING & TV HEART ATTACK 
VEWET UNDERGROUND, S15 


La Fl MAR 1 8 
co 
oe 
ao] 


ments his kid sister's ‘band’ had dis- 
carded in the basement. 

“They were 12 years old and into 
Duran Duran and were going to start 
an all-girl New Wave band, They wore 
fedoras and my sister bought a 
Roland synthesizer, because that was 
what Nick Rhodes played. Her friend 
had this ‘60s electric guitar from 
Sears,” he laughs, with a bemused 
protective nostalgia. “She banged on 
it for two days and lost interest.” 

His high school contemporaries 
were bangers and punks. “The guitar 
in the ‘80s was the talisman of ado- 
lescent boys. All my friends bought 
guitars and could sit there going 
‘wheedly-wheedly-wheedly-whee- 
wah,’ And they wanted to learn their 
favourite songs and start cover 
bands, | managed to learn a few basic 
chords on guitar and piano and start- 
ed writing songs. That was my 
instinct. Why learn anyone else's 
song? How boring.” 

He adds, still slightly perplexed 
after over two decades, “That put me 
at odds with people around me." 


PUNK WAS A suburban presence— 
even then; even in Alaska—but Rod- 
erick dismisses both Anchorage 
varieties. “You had ‘let’s get drunk 
and puke’ punks, and ! didn’t identify 
with stupid. And you had political 


he mind of the Long Winters 
as a life of its very own 


punks, the anti-Reagan, dogmatic, 
pseudo-Marxism shouted at the top of 
the lungs. I identified with that mes- 
sage, but the way it was expressed 
was a-poetic.” He inflects the final 
word with a distaste that suggests 
criminality. 

Even in Seattle, going to shows six 
nights a week, he felt disconnected. “I 
saw years of people starting bands, 
imagining the first band they put 
together was going to be together the 
rest of their lives and live in one 
house—a family. So much frustration, 
being a musician and not being able 
to get the band on the same page. | 
saw the best songwriters beat down 
and worn out at 32 years old, selling 
their guitars and getting a job at 
Microsoft and spending the rest of 
their lives broken-hearted. | saw 
myself going through that. The first 
Long Winters record was almost an 
act of desperation—I was not going 
down and not making that record, 
even if I had to do it alone.” 

If the first was an act of despera- 
tion, last year’s When I Pretend To Fall 
is something else entirely. Now with a 
steady lineup, the Long Winters are 
cohering into a proper band. 

“There was a shift with Ultimatum. 
For the first time I got to address the 


- question of ‘What are the Long Win- 


ters?’ What do they sound like? This 
last one was like a follow-up ques- 
tion,” he chuckles. “Really, it's more 
like a governing principle. Most bands 
are definitive—’THIS is our sound.’ 

“For us, we're happier being an 
open question.” W 
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MAR 20 I TAK- 
iit SHAWACEANIRMN PWD T2"RELENSE PLAT 
Jin 

AGRICOM, $29: i att 50 (ALL AGES) Ee FBT 
} “We do all this travelling and all ad 

work so we can play rock shows,” 

- explains Taking Back Sunday bassist Matt 

Rubano. “It might sound a little trite, but 

it’s the truth.” It's refreshing to hear from 

a band that appreciates the hand they've 

been dealt in life: worldwide tours, ador- 

ing fans, swimming pools full of money— 

it doesn’t seem like it'd be that tough 

being in a band. Rubano says that the 

group is looking forward to their first 

proper tour of Canada—for the most part. 

“Yl tell you what I'm not looking forward 

to—the temperature,” he says. “I've 

been keeping an eye on it and it's sitting 

around [-12 degrees]" —BRYAN BIRTLES / 

bryan@vueweekly.com 


A 17 Th PM) / AL BRANT TRIO / BLUE 
CHAIR FHA CAFE Music's a pretty social thing 
for me, eee ar La about the recording of his new 
solo album. “I've got to have good friends around.” Brant 
has been playing with a lot of his friends for years now, so 
when he went into the studio—which was actually pro- 
ducer John Armstrong's living room—with his trio, the 
group laid down most of the recording quickly and live off 
the floor, giving the rootsy affair an edge that Brant enjoys. 
The local songwriter says that the songwriting process 
took a bit longer than the actual recording, though, ; 
explaining that the process was helped along by his role as —— | z 
an Artist on the Ward at the University of Alberta hospital, oes = | 
where he sings for patients. “One of the reasons | was ne | ote 7 JELVET Ui DERCROUND % 
hired on is because I’m a songwriter,” he says. “I've trieda [7 : 2 | 4 
few songs out in the hospital, and there's one song in par- } as ret 2 Ee 3 vs fact ia ma 
ficular that | wrote about a patient—a Russian lady, where | * oe 
| walked into the room and her face just lit up when she |igme= 
saw the guitar—because | write about things that are} 
pretty close to me.” —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

nce known for having the 
O= cored beef sandwich- 

es in town, Teddy’s is 
becoming something of a punk rock 
hotspot that is stepping up to fill the 
void left by recent venue departures, 
and this St Patrick's Day, Edmonton's 
the Knee Jerks will be trying out 
the corned beef and the new found 

enue. 

"Like when God closes a door he 
also opens a window—isn’t that the 
Saying?” asks Jay Walker, frontman 
or the Knee Jerks and terribly excited 
new husband, judging by the number 
times it came up during our inter- 
view. “Teddy’s is cool. Rich Bomber 
jof Mad Bomber society] was telling 
me that Ralph Klein used to love 
joing there.” 
This might be one of the last times, 
pwever, our fair city will get to 
joy the saucy pop punk stylings of 
ie Knee jerks, who are rounded out 
ly Darren Chewka on drums and Al 
amine on bass. They're not breaking 
ip or anything, but they are changing 
heir name. 
“When I first thought it up it 
sounded witty, but the joke just grew 
red and immature,” Walker 


Thought of green beer 
gives Knee Jerk reaction 


“One Kiss’ is worth the wait” 
- CBC Radio 


UE KHKEM 
- The Calgary Herald 


www.myspace.com/prairieoysterband 


Ket | SAT MAR 17 (9 PM) 


THE KNEE JERKS 
WITHTHE SECRET FIRES 
CSL | TEDDY'S (1361 JASPER AVENUE, $8 


REVU 


explains. “Plus the band changed. I 
started it with two other guys who've 
came and gone.” 


WALKER AND HIS BANDMATES have 


yet to put out a recording with their 
current project but, because they have 
all seen good songs go to waste when 
a band either broke up or got tired of 
their older songs, they are planning 
on laying down what they have on 
tape soon. 

“Hopefully at the end of the month 
we'll start doing bed tracks just to 
have a document of the early songs,” 
he says. “Then hopefully we'll do a 
full-length in the spring.” 

When asked if the Knee Jerks had 
anything special planned for the feast 
of St Patrick, the singer hemmed and 
hawed for awhile, then admitted, “We 
were gonna learn an Irish cover, but I 
have problems with focus and moti- 
vation.” 

He did promise one thing though: 
“No green beer. I hate green beer.” W 


PREVUE / SAT, MAR 17 (8 PM) / MOHAMMAD ALI / WITH KHIRY, 1D, PEOPLE'S POETS / TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, $5 (ALL 

c ) Toronto hip-hop artist Mohammad Ali is about to release his new album at an event here in Edmonton for the War 
Resisters Support Campaign, a coalition of individuals supporting US soldiers seeking asylum in Canada because they refuse tox 
fight in rag. The self-proclaimed in-your-face activist (“| write about names, events and dates—specifics.”) is highlighting some 
of the controversial politics behind the war in Iraq, drawing some examples from the experiences of Darrell Anderson, an iraq 
combat veteran. Whenever something would explode on the roads, the soldiers would stop and get ambushed. After a while the 
new law for US soldiers became, you never stop. If there's someone on the road, you run him over ... Another law imposed was 


that no car is supposed to pass the US Humvees, so they were all yelling at Darrell to shoot at this car trying to pass them. He 
wouldn't. When they pulled the car over, there were two young children in the back seat who he would have murdered had he lis- 
tened ... A lot of resisters come to Canada for this reason—they refuse to deploy. They see the war as futile, -have fulfilled their 
military obligations and don’t want to return into that kind horror. They need our support.” —TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 


WITH GUEST MICHAEL WESTON KING 


CHI7 


10030-102ST 
INFO:428-STAR 
WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 
MEMBERS & GUESTS 


TICKETS ON Sé 
AT BLACKBY 


C Ga 


a 
=9, 


(L 


\ 4 


ALEXANDER 


KEITH'S 
9 


- 


v 


X ON THE SQUA 
an THE STARLITE ROO 


—— 


MARCH 15 - MARCH 21.2007 WWE 


58 


THE HARDTAILS / BOSS HOSS / KABUKI GUNS BURLESQUE 


x. PAT HICH’S DAW] 


CAPTAIN TRACTOR 


Wit MICHAEL WESTON KING 
FRIDAY MARCH 23 


KOKANEE FREERIDE 
JETS TO THEORY / VIS VITALIS / PLUS GUESTS 


2 WINNERS CAN WIN A TRIP TO MARMOT BASIN COURETSY OF THE BEAR AND BUST LOOSE VACATIONS 
SATURDAY MARCH 24 (At HOMRE MISS ROM MER 


26 an 
BVM ONEEN: SPARTA: 


 INBLACK 
MAR 28: N0MEANSN) MAR 29: GREAT LAKE SWIMMERS 
IVEAR SOS LIFEISGOOD FEAT. KRAFTYKUTS LAA Sz JAY CROCKER & HIS 


ELECTRICAPES AQMP RR B= PRIESTESS AAPOR Gs THE CONSTANTINES 


(0030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 
BELOW THE STARLITE ROOM 


UPCOMING EYENTS 


THE LONG WINTERS 


ii TEAM BUILDING: TV HEART ATTACK 
SATURDAY MARCH [7 Ki 


MIHIRANGI «(ih 


SATURDAY MARCH (7 Li Si 80 830u 


TOA O* THE TECHNO TO YR! 


il TRY PTOMENE / NEAL K / DAVE STONE 


[DUAL TRYPTOMENE 12” RELEASE PARTY] 


BROTHER VOODOO 


WHIN LOVE WITH THE STRUGGLE { (i515 


THE SMOKIN’ 45’S 


WwitTrne THE B-WMovVvreEe Ss 
weecomiwn & sm ow s-: 


MAR 2G: (ill & COLOUR LIVE CD/DVD RELEASE PARTY 
WMEAR 277: PATRICK WATSON / SLEEPING GIRL WH AARR SO: KARAKEITH 
MBAR: 36: STORYBOARD / THE ACORN HILLS LIKE WHITE ELEPHANTS 


TVESDA' 
au 
suite 


a Stickers 


1iDJ GEN 


& GUEST 


UU 


VELVET 
UnSeRoRouno 


WITH na any 


WNOIEMOD ROCK DANCE PARTY. 
MTOTMORE SMAKEOOWN © SZHIGHBALLS TIL 11! (i 


WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 


| 


oq 
SOUNDS 


ARCADE FIRE 
NEON BIBLE 
MERGE 


ALEX KONYE / alex@vueweekly.com 


How many band members 
Ni does it take to follow-up a 
THIS ROCKS 


critically acclaimed album? 
Seven, apparently, and the 
astral-projection of David Byrne. 

Neon Bible has all the good stuff 
from the first album: intensity, right- 
proper drivin’ rhythm, unexpectedly 
poignant xylophones and neat little 
Hawaiian asides like Elvis singing 
"Blue Moon.” It’s the perfect antidote 
to some of the “brooding” rock stuff 
getting tons of airplay on local rock 
radio. And the fact that this Montréal 
collective lets their poetic ennui come 
through in the music, rather than with 
black eyeliner and matching march- 
ing-band regalia, is so utterly refresh- 
ing that you could chew it like 
spearmint gum. 

There are a few silly production 
choices, like non-complementary 
pairing of no foolin’ Casavant Broth- 
ers church organ and the sound of a 
guy singing in a room covered in egg 
cartons, which is easy enough to 
overlook or skip over, but a 
caution/prediction: this could very 


well be the beginning of the end in - 


that these decisions could lead a 
promising art-rock band to record the 
sound of ants walking up a tree in the 
rainforest, which could in turn lead to 
the group never being heard from 
again. Let’s hope for the AF’s sake— 
and ours—that this is not the case. 


ist= 
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RELIANT K 
fe ‘ae AND SEVEN YEARS AGO 


FRANCOIS ZOLAN / frangois@vueweekly.com 
—— There we were, sitting on 
the edge of the dock as the 
setting sun bathed this pic- 
turesque beach town ina 
wash of late summer orange. It was 
Labour Day: tomorrow, I'd be heading 
back to my dead-end job at the gas 
station; she'd be off to some snooty 
East Coast college. But for right now, 
all we had was each other, and as she 
brushed my jet black hair out of my 
eyes (and my lip piercing) while I 
rubbed her shoulder through her well- 
worn (well, pre-distressed, I guess) 
Abercrombie hoodie, I wished this 

moment would last forever. 

But I knew it was only a matter of 
moments until her dad would drive up 
in his shiny black Suburban, carting 


. her off to the beach houses up near 


the cliffs at the far end of town while I 
rode my beat-up skateboard forlornly 
back home, where I would put on my 
headphones and listen to the new 
album from Reliant K and cry myself 
to sleep. 


SEU JORGE 
ra MONTREUX 2005 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

If you saw Wes Anderson's 

The Life Aquatic with Steve 

Zissou then you have defi- 
THISIS OK nitely heard Seu Jorge 
before. He’s the guy who did the Por- 
tuguese language covers of David 
Bowie songs for the soundtrack and 
appeared in the film. This album Is a 
live recording from his first appear- 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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led 


strjon 


06. conqueror jesu 

07. wincing the night away the shins 
08. hissing fauna... of montreal 

09. hindu windmills elephant micah 
10. guitar music... group doueh 


ance at the Montreux Festival whe;, 
he performed all his own materia} ;, 
the delight of those in attendance 

Unlike a lot of other live albums, jp, 
this one you can feel the give anq 
take between Jorge and the othe; 
musicians as well as between th, 
band and the audience. It’s a refresh 
ing change from stuff like Kiss Aliy, 
where all the mistakes were fixed jp 
the studio and extra crowd noise 
added. This didn’t need any of tha; 
because the excitement on the part oj 
the audience is palpable. They clap j, 
time, hoot and holler and even pr 
vide backup vocals. 

Basically, the whole album fee!: 
like a big party that you might be sad 
you missed, but now you can re-live it 
any time you want. 


LIFE THEORETIC 
WHEN THE TRUTH COMES OUT 
INDEPENDENT 


MIKE GARTH / michael@vueweekly.com 


} Envision the vocal stylin; 


of Billy Talent, sans har 

monies, over a mid-'9\ 
THSISOK siternative rock act a1 
you've found Life Theoretic. Thi 
Toronto five-piece will appeal to fan 
of Incubus, Finger Eleven and othe: 
similar-sounding groups. The produc 
tion on this, their debut album, could 
have been better: the whole thing 
could have perhaps used anoihe: 
mixing to give it the polished soun 
that a group like this needs. 

The incompatible vocals are th: 
main weak point, making for an a! 
around uneven feeling. The drums are 
the redeeming quality, though the) 
sound confined at times by |! 
straight-ahead rock approach on mos! 
of the tracks. Drummer Travis Woo 
along with the rest of the rhythm s¢ 
tion, has a refined style that stan 
out as arguably the best part of When 
the Truth Comes Out. 

More often than not, the songs te! 
to plod along, and the album neve! 
really seems to get going—truth / 
told, the excellent drumming was | 
only thing that consistently held 
interest upon a repeated listen. St 
with a more confident sense of p 
duction, their next effort could ver 
well put them along side their char! 
topping contemporaries. 


DAVID GUETTA 
GUETTA BLASTER 
ULTRA 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
Imagine you are in a pla“ 
where nobody knows you" 
like when you venture | 

FROMASE Calgary, travel Europe 0! 
end up ina random northern sma! 
town on your treeplanting tour—and 
you've gone out to the local club and 
gotten drunk, Now imagine that th 


ere 
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are things that you'll dance to, com- 

jetely hamming it up, that you 
wouldn't be caught dancing to if you 
had to stick around town for too long. 
insert David Guetta into your mental 
soundtrack of this reverie. 

Guetta Blaster, originally released in 
2004, is making a comeback, but I’m 
not exactly sure why. Sure, the house 
beats are catchy enough, but the 
french Dj’s main vocalist, Chris Willis, 
adds beaucoup de fromage. The cho- 
rus to “Money,” for example, says “Get 
rich or die tryin’” after belting out a 
heartfelt “money!” a few times. 

But Willis isn’t the only cheese fac- 
tor. JD Davis sings the songs “In Love 
with Myself” and “The World is Mine.” 
jam all for feel-good themes in 
music, but it’s a line that has to be 
carefully tread or it quickly becomes 
unbearably cloying. There are a cou- 
ple of bright notes, though—one in 
"Open Eyes” because of Stereo MCs 
adding the vocals and the other in 
*The World is Mine” (sung by JD 
Davis, of course) because Guetta is 
using an Oakenfold mix. 

To be fair, sometimes it is hard to 
translate what a DJ does to a room of- 
raving revellers onto disc, and for 
people who just need to dance, dance, 
Guetta will be laying it down Mar 15 
at Fever. 


THE ATARIS 
ge THE NIGHT 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
This should go over well 
a with the haircuts, but any- 
one who has a brain—or for 
THSSURS that matter, ears—under- 
neath the asymmetrical fringe is 
advised to pass. It is perhaps unfair 
that a disc that thieves so shamelessly 
and poorly from the post-punk vaults 
would land on the desk of someone 
who actually remembers Wire and 
Gang of Four before they came out on 
CD, but even if I were in a charitable 
mood, I'd be hard-pressed to find any- 
thing genuine about Welcome The 
Night, beyond maybe some craven 
begging for a Teen Choice Award. 
Each of the 13 songs on this (purport- 
edly last) Ataris release is as listlessly 
anthemic as one of those commis- 
Sioned works for the Olympic games. 
What's truly depressing is that this 
‘waddle is what passes for “anti- 
establishment” these days—a bunch 
of striped t-shirt wearing morons 
jockeying to mate with Avril Lavigne 
and penning reality-based tunes 
about nearly overdosing on PCP (seri- 
usly, who the heck ODs on angel 
‘lust these days? That's so Kojak.). It’s 
Paint-by-numbers rebellion of the 
bleakest and most cynical kind—far 
More bleak and cynical than this 
Teview and nearly as self-conscious. 
The point is, even the mainstream 
deserves better. 


CMW, take the show on 


the road! 
ENTER SANDOR 


STEVEN SANDOR 
steven @yueweekly.com 


MUSIC 


A few years back, someone at the 
Junos got a very bright idea. To keep 
the awards show from getting stale, 
they said, “why do we have to host 
this thing in Toronto every year? After 
all, Toronto is part of Canada, but it 
isn't Canada all to itself, you know?” 

So, for the last few years, the Junos 
has become a travelling roadshow, cel- 
ebrating Canadian music in cities like 
Winnipeg, Saskatoon and, of course, 
Edmonton. And putting the Junos on 
the road has certainly increased their 
relevance to Canadians. 

This past week, Toronto once again 
hosted Canadian Music Week—the 
25th edition of the festival, by the 
way—with hundreds of bands from 
across Canada joining acts from 19 
countries in a week-long fest of award 
shows, conferences, hobnobbing and, 
of course, gigs. 

The key word in Canadian Music 
Week is “Canadian.” Nowhere does it 
specify “Toronto.” So | asked festival 
coordinator Phil Klygo if the powers 
that be had ever discussed the possi- 
bility of hosting CMW somewhere 
other than Toronto. 

Klygo admitted that the topic of 
going to Montréal, Vancouver—heck, 
even Edmonton—has been kicked 
around but, so far, it's never made it 
past the informal discussion stage. 

"| think moving it from Toronto 
would be something very difficult to 
make happen,” he said. “The festival 
is too ingrained in this city to move, 
but it is an interesting concept and we 


QUICK SPINS 


= 

= 

az | WHITEY ann TB PLAYER 
=X | quickspins@vueweekly.com 


THE CARPS 
THE YOUNG & PASSIONATE 
DAYS OF CARPEDIA 


| had the carps once 
Ate way too many cherries 
Yeah, that was the shits 


KORN 
UNPLUGGED 

EMI 

Bad fucking music 


Played nice and quiet is still 
Bad fucking music 


NY OWEN YOUNGS 
BATTEN THE HATCHES 
NETTWERK 


Sexy songwriter 
And she's a dirty talker; 
Makes her sexier! 


THE BOSSHOSS 
RODEO RADIO 
UNIVERSAL 


Germancountryband: 
The shmaltz of Big and Rich with 
The soul of Falco 


have had conversations about it.” 

Because festivals rely on grassroots 
promotion he feels that it is better for 
it to be married to a city, so bands get 
a very strong picture of what they'll 
get each and every year. 

Klygo said that an option that could 
be considered down the road is to put 
a bunch of bands that rocked at CMW 
into a showcase, and have them tour 
different cities around Canada. Or, to 
have bands who all come from one 
area come back home to do a CMW 
showcase—for example, having bands 
from Edmonton who did well at CMW 
all get together to do a show in 
Edmonton under the CMW banner. 

Klygo did add the caveat that none 
of this would happen until the staffers 
at CMW had a lighter workload to 
deal with. Basically, they're burned 
out putting this one week together— 
asking them to do showcases or tours 
would just add to the mayhem. 

But, dear CMWers, as a former 
Edmontonian who now lives in Toron- 
to, | beg you to consider taking CMW. 
on the road. You'd be surprised at how 
vibrant the scenes in Edmonton and 
Winnipeg are and, heck, who wouldn't 
rather spend a week in Montréal 
rather than Toronto? 


A FEW WEEKS BACK, | wrote about 
Edmonton bands nominated for the 
Indies, which kicked off Canadian 
Music Week. Congrats to Corb Lund, 
who won the Country Artist category, 
and Cadence Weapon, who won as the 
Urban/Hip-Hop Artist of the Year. w 


NORY SF CLUB 


& EBONY LOUNGE 
NHIELING Pil NO 
{ Shows start Thursday 8pm, 
BAR! Friday and Saturday 9pm. 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER 
DRESS REHERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - NO COVER 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of \ue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


RJD2 
i THIRD HAND 


A third hand would be nice! 
For... like ... uh... playing keyboards 
And stuff like that ... sheeeesh! 


BRIGHT EYES 

FOUR WINDS EP 

SADDLE CREEK 

King of pussy rock 

Makes a statement with EP: 
"'m still a pussy!” 


I 

MYTH TAKES 

WARP 

Punishing dance tunes 


Good for losing your mind and 
your virginity 


CRUSH LUTHER 
CRUSH LUTHER 
HIGH 4 

Radio guit-pop 


| can respect it but | 
Sure can't stomach it 


THE BLOC PARTY 
a INTHE CITY 


Less great than debut 
But | still love this album... 
So GET OFF MY BACK! 


10425 °82 AVE 
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=| it: ASTROLOGY 


ROB BREZSHY 
PS | freewill@vueweekly.com 
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ARIES (MAR 21 -APR 19) 

Here you come dragging your exhausted 
but redeemed ass out of the deep dark 
forest of symbols. The red-eyed monkey 
demons fall off your back as you straggle 
toward the light. Your sunken eyes see 
wonders they were blind to before your 
ordeal. Your heart rages with a wild 
angelic love you've never tapped into 
before. And as you realize the magnitude 
of your tough miracle, you feel glimmers 
of gratitude for the rude tests you had to 
endure. Maybe you should get totally lost 
in limbo more often. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 
On the internet's Leonard Cohen Forum, 
she once thought that making “a 
unto the Lord” was the highest 
f spiritual praise. Now she 
hispering one’s appreciation for 
y of creation is just as valid. 
tep further, suggests that 
eve n be a powerful form of 
homage—maybe even more so than rau- 
co on. My opinion? | think Diane 
en it comes to plants and 
which you can achieve easy 
munition. But when dealing 
works of art known as 
the best way to express 
d and clear. Your assignment in 
is to do that for everyone 
yO Viore than ever before, you 
need to dispense vociferous approval and 


acoration 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

“Lord, grant that | may always desire more 
than | can accomplish,” prayed Michelan- 
gelo. He exulted in the feeling of having 
too much to express. He thrived on the 
stimulus of his delicious frustration; he 
used the inspiring sting of his nagging 
inadequacy as a fuel for his boundless cre- 
ativity. Are you willing to experiment with 
this approach, Gemini? Do you have the 
nerve to love what's imperfect about your 
life? Are you brave enough to laugh at the 
probability that your yearning will never be 
completely fulfilled? 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

What were those square LED devices that 
suddenly appeared at random outdoor loca- 
tions around nine American urban areas in 
January? They turned out to be the main 
ingredients of a silly promotional campaign 
for the TV show Aqua Teen Hunger Force. 
The citizens of New York, LA, Chicago, 
Atlanta, Seattle, Portland, Austin, San 
Francisco and Philadelphia took the prank 
in stride, but Boston officials saw it as a 
terrorist threat. Is it any coincidence that 
this horoscope column, Free Will Astrology, 
has long appeared in newspapers pub- 
lished in all the above cities except 
Boston? | think not. It's evidence that the 
advice contained herein raises intelligence 
levels and helps users know the difference 
between real and imagined threats. So 
maybe you'll believe me when | tell you, 
Cancerian, that the only threat you face 
right now is from the part of you that thinks 
a certain imagined threat is real. 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 
Here are the blessings | wish for you in the 
coming week: not a sudden evacuation 


ESO is mime, all mime this weekend 


SARAH-CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 
he Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra is teaming up with 
the Magic Circle Mime 
Company to present a couple of pro- 
grams with plots, bringing a film noir- 
ish murder mystery to life, set toa 
number of classic movie scores, along 
with a take on the children’s classic 
Peter and the Wolf. 

The Magic Circle Mime Company's 
Douglas MacIntyre and Maggie 
Petersen happen to know the Edmon- 
ton Symphony's music director, Bill 
Eddins, and MacIntyre is excited 
about the opportunity to work with an 
old friend. 

“Bill Eddins is a good friend of ours,” 
Macintyre enthuses. “We look forward 
to doing this show with him. He's got a 
bit of theatrical flair himself.” 

Thinking back to his initial forays 
into combining theatre with sympho- 
ny, Macintyre says that the mix was 
not something that had crossed his 
mind until a music director asked him 
to put actions to a touring educational 
concert, starting a chain reaction of 
world touring and performing. 

“At one time what we now call 
classical music was pop music,” Mac- 
Intyre explains. “When you work in 
classical music you have got to bring 
context back into the game for the 
audience.” 

Specializing in bringing orchestral 
music to life, MacIntyre is much like an 
interpreter for music. He and Petersen 


from a pitch-dark tunnel into a blinding 
light, but rather a gradual transition from 
the frigid blackness to cool grayness to 
warm brightness; not an eruption out of a 
claustrophobic squeeze into the middle of 
nowhere, but rather a natural evolution 
from an interesting limitation to an expan- 
sive possibility; not a stressful rocket launch 
from the bottomless abyss to a scary peak, 
but rather an exhilarating joyride from the 
lower depths to the ringing heights. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

High-level financial officials from the US 
government recently visited their Chinese 
counterparts, scolding them for having a 
booming economy and strong currency 
that's threatening the American economy. 
Here's what Alan Abelson wrote about 
the meeting in Barron’s. “There's some- 
thing hilarious about the world’s biggest 
debtor, whose currency is sagging, lectur- 
ing a country that runs a humongous 
trade surplus and boasts a cool trillion in 
foreign reserves.” You may soon get 
metaphorically similar pressure, Virgo. 
This is a time when you should be enjoy- 
ing your hard-earned goodies with pure 
relish, not worrying about them or 
defending them or trying to adjust them 
to fit anyone else's specifications. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - O&T 22) 

Activists in the Pacific Northwest have 
sometimes resorted to extreme measures 
in their efforts to end the clear-cutting of 
old-growth forests. Among the most cre- 
ative has been a woman named Dona 
Nieto, also known as La Tigresa. She has 
on occasion planted herself half-naked in 
front of marauding lumberjacks bearing 
chainsaws and bulldozers, stopping them 


FAL MAR 16& SAT MAR 17 (8M) 
DEATH ON THE DOWNBEAT 


THE WOLF 

BY THE MAGIC CIRCLE MIME COMPANY 

WITH THEEOMONTON STMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
WINSPEAR CENTRE S10-§73 


create stories for many educational 
concerts providing children with some 
sort of insight into orchestral music. 


THE MAGIC CIRCLE MIME COMPANY 


will be performing at both the ESO 
Pops concert and the ESO Symphony 


Law 
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co 
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in their tracks with the sight of her bare 
breasts and regaling them with her “God- 
dess-based, nude Buddhist guerrilla poet- 
ty.” She's your role model, Libra. Let her 
inspire you to be original, experimental and 
funny as you fight for a righteous cause 
that rouses your zealous idealism. It could 
be political in nature, as in La Tigresa’a 
case, or it could be personal, as in lobbying 
a loved one for more focus and intensity. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

You've entered an Oscar Wilde-type 
phase. | urge you to get a sense of how 
the British author's paradoxical brilliance 
worked so you can put yourself in a similar 
frame of mind. Study the following Wilde- 
isms. “| can believe anything provided it is 
incredible.” “Consistency is the last 
refuge of the unimaginative:” “If you want 
to tell people the truth, make them laugh; 
otherwise they'll kill you.” 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

Sagittarian philosopher Jonathan Zap 
reports that the typical adult has a mood 
change once every 90 minutes. According 
to my reading of the omens, you've been 
below that average for the past few 
weeks, lumbering along at only a few 
emotional shifts per day. But that will 
soon be history, as your hormones con- 
spire with cosmic rhythms to send you spi- 
raling upwards to the levels usually 
experienced only by people in the 13-18 
age range: one mutation every 20 minutes 
or so. Don't worry. It won't last forever. 
And it could even be great fun if you love, 
respect and celebrate your inner teenager. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 


“It's more fun to be the painter than the 
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MARCH 15 - MARCH 21, 2007 


MUSIC 


for Kids this weekend (Mar 16 & 
The kids’ concert on Saturday afte; 
noon will feature Peter and the wojy 
while the evening Pops concerts \)\\| 
feature music from movie scores |ike 
Casablanca. 

“We picked some really terrific stuf 
Macintyre exclaims. “The Slaughter on 
Tenth Avenue, the Casablanca suite, Th 
Lost Weekend ... it’s music people a; 
familiar with. We don’t do one piece of 
movie music after another—if you <i 
that, it will get a little flat. We needed \ 
weave in other pieces to keep the right 
mix of music.” w 


paint,” mused actor George Clooney in 
Esquire magazine. Usually | agree. | much 
prefer to be a creator who shapes raw 
material into a beautiful artifact than the 
Taw material itself. But for the next couple 
of weeks, Capricorn, I'm recommending the 
opposite tack for you. | think you'll have 
more fun being the paint than the painter 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

It's not completely dumb to sell your sou! 
to the highest bidder for a while. And \ts 
an all-right time to entertain iffy prospects 
for increasing your cash flow or to wor 
hard to make your boss rich (as long 4 

you get a percentage). But just because 
it's an OK time to do these things doesnt 
mean you should do them. Consider this 
It's an even more favourable time for you 
to temporarily rent your good ideas to ti? 
highest bidder, to strike a dea! wit 

proven powerhouses that you Know cal 
increase your earnings, and to work you! 
ass off in behalf of your own dreams 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 
"The fastest way to succeed is to !00k * 
if you're playing by other people's rule 

says novelist Michael Korda, “while 4! 
etly playing by your own.” That strate 
works for many of the happiest peop’ ' 
know, It ain't easy, though. You've got 
figure out how to be honest and genuir’ 
even though you're constantly perform 

ing; you've got to make your life a work 
of art that continually allows you to re 

vent your innocent enjoyment 0! the 
game you're playing. You Pisceans ‘ 
probably better suited for this cage) 
approach than any other sign. And a 
currently a favourable time to get (""' 
hang of pulling it off. w 


nity of Edmonton Church, 13212-1065 Ave = 
ane Racine * Every Tus (136m) 


‘Royal Alberts Museum (430-7134) * From 
‘sce using non conventional tech- 


Sees 
‘ '* Film and discussion 
ry issues of @ post 9/11 world * Max 20 (7pm) © Free, 


‘TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 8525-101 St, Noh 
door (1/866-824-9764) © 
TS kits « a eet 


Semcon tna ta amcadge Soc seer et hon 
of Discovery for Kids # Sun, Mar. 18 24pm) © Admission by donation 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION + (462.7948) Froe guided hike. 
approx. 17 kam at Hawrelak Park Meat at 10am at Hewrelak Park parking 
{ot shefter #1; Mar. 18 Ke 


WOMEN IN BLACK {n front of the Old Strathcona Famers’ Markat = 


Silent vigi! every 1st and 3rd Sat ea month. stand in silence for a world 
without olencs(10-1am) 3 


WOW-WILD ON WORDS © Crestiva writing process, bi-monthly Sunday 
meetings, Policy of gentle feedback is encouraged by all = 
by: feelgoodbe- 


YOUTH VOICES Alberta Art Gallery Theatre. 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
(453-2538) ¢ Presented ty NAARA and the John Humphrey Centre for 
Peace and Horan Rights * Wed, Mar. 21 (7-9:30pm) * Free 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFERA SUNMYBROOK-RED DEER Fed Deer (403-247-5073) * Affirm 
welcome LGBTO people and their frends, family, and allies, meet at 
‘Sunnybrook United Church every 2nd Tue es month (7pm) 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus # Sex. senual, gender differ- 
‘ences in educanion and eufture focus group * Contact Dr Andre Grace 
{andre prace2uatberta ca) for info. 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
hup://groups yahoo. com/group/bwedmonton * Social group for bi-curious 
and besexual women * 2nd Thu ea month (7:20pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 1(1242-106 St (423-5014) © Large taverm with 
ool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDOYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (489-7726) * Open nightly 
‘Spm-gam, Fri Som-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and 
Mz: Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NEI in 
‘The GoDonna Show, DJ WestCosstBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip con- 
fest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free 
poo! and tourney, DJ Arrowehaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexory 
‘Sean © Thy: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, 
come eerly to avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for 
men only, free poo! and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jesper Ave (482-7960) « 
(Opan 24/7 * www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT * A mature social group, couples and sin- 
gles welcome * E-nail edmontonmusienight@hotmail.com 


EDMONTOM PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of Edmonton, 
10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and their admirers who have 
common social witerests meet every 2nd Sunday of mast months at 
2:30pm for @ social period, a short meeting and @ quest speaker, discus- 
Sion panel of 8 potluck supper. Special interest groups meet for other 
‘social activities throughout the month. email edmontonpt@yahoo ca. 
wen primetimensww.org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION wivwedmonton- 
be.ory * Monthly after business mixer Network and share contacts in the 
GLBT business community * Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300. 11455 Jasper Ave (488- 
5742] or contact?@hivedmonton.com * ‘end support services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related ilinasses. 
Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, advoca- 
cy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIOMS SOCIAL CLUB Foost. 10345-104 St (387-3243) « 
Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet the 2od Thu 
‘each month (By http //aroups yahoo .com/group/edmonton_illusione! 


INSIDE/OUT Li of A Campus * Campus-hased organization for lesbien, 
gay. bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
‘academic, straight allies and support staff * &rd Thu ea month (fall/winter 
terms} Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. wew.edmlivingposilive.ca {1-877- 
975-9448/488-5765) * Providing confidential peer support to people living 
with HIV Every Tue (7-9pm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer coun: 
selling 


MADELEINE SAMAM FOUNDATION Fecult® St. Jean, 8405 Marie~ 
‘Anne Gaboury (91 St) Fim 3-18 (480-7332) © Program for HIV-AIDS preven 
fion, treatment and harm reducton in French, English and other African 
Janguages © Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) * Frea (member/$10 (mem 
bership) * Pre-register 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON [550-111 Ave (488-3234) * Oper: 
‘Mon-Thu Tpm-10pm, Fri 3:10pmn * Bears Movie Night. Bears Club: last 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St beck entrance (S90-0038) * 
Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


ROOST 1(1245-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun Bpm-damy Fri Sat 
Fe Tore ond Mon Tus Wed «Tu Tsys re Gorgas with 
Hostess Hootie MeBloob, featuring Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
amateur strip the last Thu ea. Month * Fri: All Request Dance Party every 
Friday, DU Jazzy with rotating shows every week * ‘Sat: Always lite New 
‘Years Eve: with QU Dan (retro) downstairs and OJ Jazzy (new music} 
upstars * Sir eect tits aoe 
pedo iehaar {non-membes\/Sun $2 cover 
SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS « “A.woman's social group. gathers once & 
month on Sat foc conversation over tea and coffee * Information en: 
singlawomandOplus@hownail.com 


(STEAMAWORRS 11745 Jasper Ave (051-5554) * Steam baths open daly 
© (tes) 


(780-482-1794) # A non-profit lesbian organization, 
Pe ernos tld monn hcg enc on-sok Sc, 


ve ‘eter i mr pares noe gh sara a on 


WOODS 11723 looper Ave (408-6557) « * si 
Kaveta Wi Tyan Path» Sete tne ptr 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


pS dl err 
THE BUSKER'S STH BALL?onnic Doon Hall 9740-23 5 [433 5159) © 
benefit forthe Parkland Institute featuring Hum along with Lisa B. 
Mokojah. Eshod Ion Wyza, The Underground To, Michelle Bousreau, 
abe ee Oni vet Mew ol Crip: Het Seager 
guests, vendors ® Fil, Max 23 

e rats (pm door] © $7 available at 


(CHILD HAVEN INTERNATIONAL Maharahjah Banquet Hall, 9257-34 A 
‘Ave (644-1625) Fundraising dinner, silent auction with entertainment © 
Fri, Mar 16 (6:Spm) * $30/children under 10 free 

50. WAYS TO LEAVE YOUR LOVER-LOVE BYTES Latincio 53(4Z2- 
‘5953) © Fundraiser evening of art. food, music featuring a silent art auc- 
tion hosted by spoken word artist TLL Cowan, with new music fram Ou's 
Ben Good, Disko!, Roland Pemberton and Frangos Marchand, snd a per 
formance by the Capital City Burlesque troupe * Sst. Mar. 24 (8pm) © $3 
Salona ‘Hckats available at www latitudeS3 org or at 


GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION TransAlta Ans Bars. 10230-84 Ava 

National Day of Action Against the War, March and Rally. 12:40pm gather 
at Corbett Hall, U of A Campus, the march will proceed down Whyte Ave 
and arrive at the TransAlta Arts Bams at 1-130pm, followed by an indoor 
rally featuring speakers, and tables representing Oxfam, Amnesty 

International and others. Afternoon films: Let Then Stay; US. War 

Ressasters in Cansda (4pm and Bom: A Letter to the Prime Minister (Spm) 
* Mer 17 © War Resisters Support Campaign CO releate: hip hop event 
featuring film screening of Let Them Stay, (8pm): licensed, all ages event 
© $5 (donation, free to low-income} 


ALLUSION Unity Church of Edmonton (913-5456/720-2630) * Film staring 
Kirk Douglas, for anes 14 and up * Mar. 23 (7pm), Mar. 25 (39m) 
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL Dés- 
(CHIMBMATION f1 Gallory of Alberta Theatre (425-4644) * Voices for 
Unity. NAARR presents an evening of awerdes. music, drama and poetry 
for anti-racism © Fri, Mat 23 (7-230pm) © $15 at wwwnaarr org 
OLDTIMER'S HOCKEY CHALLENGE Reval! Place (451-9000) * The 
Legendary Hockey Heroes take on the Edmonton Firefighters Hockey Team 
traits money for Muscular Dystrophy * Tue, Mac 20 (7pm) * $20 (sin- 
le}/S60 {family of 4) at TicketMaster, door 

(OME CHILD'S VILLAGE: A GLOBAL ORPHANS FOUNDATION Bonnie 
‘Doon Hall, 9240-93 St (433-3342/452-9388) © Vegetarian supper and 
silent auction with entertainment by the Viajante drumming group and 
Sisters of the Sahara belly dancers® Sat. Mar 24 (cocktails: 6 20pm, din- 
fer. 7:30pm) * $30 available at StllPoint Healing Centre, One Child's 
Village 

‘TEA AND TALES: ST. PATRICK'S DAY Rutherford House (422-2597) * 
fenton roe ae heel © Mar 17 (7pm) * $20/$18 (mem- 


‘12 HOUR COMIC CHALLENGE Happy Harbor Comics, 10112-124 St « 
Creative fundraiser for Big Brothers Big Sisters. cartoonists create 12 p298 
‘story comics (writen, penciled and inked) in just 12 hours * Sat, Mar. 17 
(90am) 

WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD U of A Campus, C88 325 (Behind 
CAB) Trading Women, documentary presented by University of Alberta 
Intemational; Mar 20, followed by a Q and A period with Kate Quinn, free 
* Slaverya Global Investigation. presented by University of Alberta 
International, a documentary inspired by tha book Disposable People: fol- 
lowed by 2 O and A period wath Lynette Schultz: Mar. 27: fro 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (451-2244) © Every Thu and Sat (Spm James, 
‘Me Entertainment * Every Sun (7pm: James. Me Entertainment 


BELLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental inn, Stony Plain Rd (484-7751) + 
Every Wed (8pm-12amb: every Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm-1/30am) with Right 
Sad Ed 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4295) * Every Sun (Bprr-12) 
with Jeannie and Bruce 

CASTLEDOWW'S PUB 15753-100 St © Every The (9pm-1am). with OF- 
Key Entertainment 


(CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Milbourne Ra (452-6565) * Every Tue 
(Spmi with Sonia, Prosound Productions 

(CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castiedowns Ad (472-7695) * Every Thu 
ECO PUB 9505-55 Ave (435-5050) * Every Mon {Spm with Soni, 
Prosound Productions 

FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Vietoria Trail (478-4635) * Every Thu-Sat (99m- 
2am} with Jeannie and Bruce 

(GAS PUREP 10165-114 St (488-4941) © Every Tue-Wed (9:20pm) Gord's 
Best Live Singing Show 

HAWKEYE'S TOO 1044-102 $1 (421-9898) * Every Fr (Bpm-midnight) 
with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke Productions 
JQWGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Avo. 105 St (451-0587) * Every Fri-Sat 
(10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

UOMSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd (431-9815) 
Every Sun (8pm) With Evolution Entertainment 

MAZADAA 10725-104 Avo (473-4940) + Fridays karaoke (Sprn-lata): with 
Chis 


MOOS Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) * Every Fit 
{8:30pm}: with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


(NEWCASTLE PUB 5102-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every Thu Karaolke: 
(O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) * Every Thu (2pm 
lam) 


(QM THE ROCKS 11740 Jaspor Ave (482-4767) * Karaoke Mondsys. 
Every Mon (Sora); Hosted by Me Entertainment's Scott Parsons * Salsa 
‘and the City Thursdays: Latin music and Salsa lessons, every Thu (9pm) 
(ORLANDO'S 1. 15163-121 St (457-1649) # Every Wed/Thu/Sun (9:30pm- 
2am) with TLE Entertainment 

PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St. 113 Ave (451-8022) * Every Tho 
(8:30pere1 Ska}: with Gord from Stonerock Productions 

RATT 2-200 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St. U of A (492-2153) + Hoy, 
What Are These Tunes Called? Name That Ture every Tos with Colin 
Krieger * Karaoko, baby: every Wed 9pm with Colin and Darrel! 
(ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running Karaoke bar 7 
days a week 

ROSIE'S | GRMLL © Downtown, 10504101 St 1423-3499 Every 
frac re eer a Highstreet. 10315124 St4482- 
{1600}, dsily (9:30pm) © Old Srathcone, 10475-20 Ave (4397213 every 
Tho-Sat (9:20pm-1-30em) © 95 St 63 Avec avery Thu-Sat 9pm Tamk with 
Ort-Kary Entertainment 
SANTAMMAS 17520 Stony Plais: Ra (481-7625) * Every Wed: [Bpm-12) 
swith Jeannie and Bruce 


(SAVER MARTTIPG 10652-156 St © Every Sat (Spmr-tam) with ProSound 


‘SPORT SWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DESCO 1310-108 St 
(472-5335) Every Toe, Fre Sot Pormidrghd, Sat-Sun {1S 


THORSBY HOTEL * Every Sot{9'30prm-1 sen) with Prosound 
on ee eS Every Wed (7:30:11 20pm) wath 
‘Sonia, 


YESTERDAY'S 112-2055 Carneqia Dr, St. Albert (4S9-07295) * Every Thu 
(8:30gn-2amb with Off-Key Entertainment 

[ZAKS ON SIST AVENUE 1052551 fue (4525851895 5017] * Kavook 
Nighits: Every Fri (105e-2am) 


EVENTS 


When I get that feéling, 


I need lexical healing 


S| TOTALLY GAY 


= | LUKEFOSTER 
| totallypay@vveweekly.com 


Welcome to a very special instalment of 
Totally Gay. Today's program has been 
brought to you by the letter “F” from the 
“F’ word: offensive social slur or appro- 
priate insult? You decide, 

Now the “F” word in question isn't 
fruit, flannel or even fabulous— 
although in gay-terms, each of those 
come with negative connotations of 
their own. Fabulous especially. You can 
call me a faggot but don't you ever call 
me fabulous. 

Oh, did you catch that? That's the “F” 
word we'll be discussing today: faggot. 
Kind of caught you off guard, reading 
that hateful six-letter word in an article 
written by such a reputable writer in this 
reputable publication. In fact, I'm not 
quite sure we ought to be printing that 
word more than five times so from now 
on | will use the word “foghat” inter- 
changeably to represent it—equally as 
offensive, but with more guitar. 

“Foghat” is a word that’s tossed 
around all too often these days. If there 
is one word that’s overtaken the “N” 
word or the “C" word or the “R” word (I 
bet you'd like to know what that one is) 
in our present cultural lexicon it's the “F” 
word. Hasn't it? 

A Wikipedia search resulted in sever- 
al definitions of the actual word before 
it became the popular homo-bashing 
term it is today. At one point it meant “a 
bundle of sticks meant for burning” (not 
really gay), a “pork meatball covered in 
gravy” (kind of gay if you're into that sort 
of thing) and “old or unpleasant woman” 
(eureka!), 

When Ann Coulter recently made a 
joke and said the word that’s sort of like 
“foghat” out loud in front of an audience 
at an American conservative conference, 
everyone threw up their arms and brand- 
ed her a homophobe, a bitch, evil, utterly 
inappropriate and hateful. She might be 
all of those things, but | thought it was 
funny. (| should mention now that any 
hate mail should be addressed to Luke 
Foster and sent to totallygay@vueweek- 
ly.com or mailed directly to our offices. 
Thanks!) 


TO QUOTE COULTER: “1 was going to 
have a few comments on the other 
Democratic presidential candidate, John 
Edwards, but it turns out that you have 
to go into rehab if you use the word ‘fag- 
got,’ so I'm—so, kind of at an impasse, 
can't really talk about Edwards.” 

She's referring to the much-talked 
about, over-exposed drama that occurred 
on the set of that show where that one 
guy called the other guy a “foghat” and 
was forced to undergo counselling for 
his “behavioural issues.” Now that's 
what's ridiculous, sending someone to 
rehab or a psychologist just because he 
used a somewhat inappropriate word 
once. (Well, twice, | guess, but the sec- 
ond time was just denying he said it the 
first time, so that doesn't really count.) 

Maybe there's more to that specific 
situation—there always is—but if 
everyone who ever uttered the word, 


um, “foghat” (that is, with no more hate- 

ful intention than already inherent in the 

term) was required to attend intensive 

counselling Sessions ... well, | don’t think 

there are enough shrinks out there to 
accommodate the entire population of 

Fort Saskatchewan. 

Again, | thought it was funny and real- 

ly, what is the big fucking deal about a 
stupid comment like that? She wasn’t 
calling a gay guy a “foghat’—that, for 
some reason | can't explain, would have 
feally been completely heinous. Coulter 
even followed up later with the comment: 
“C'mon, it was a joke. | would never 
insult gays by suggesting that they are 
like John Edwards. That would be mean.” 
So true. He's so old and kind of chunky. 

Gays just have no sense of humour 
When it comes to anything even remotely 
homophobic from a source that may or 
may even not be the slightest bit homo- 
phobic. When anything is said, our agen- 
cies and our lawyers are shot out in 
full-force, with numerous petitions and 
letters inundating the subject of our rage. 

Rage! It's just in an effort to get even 
more attention but comes off, well, as 
extremely reactionary, and our focus 
becomes shifted from the more important 
issues we can tangibly deal with to what- 
ever is the shiniest at the moment. Aren't 
there more important things than what 
happens behind the scenes of a TV show 
or what a conservative says in front of an 
audience of other conservatives? 

The thing is, if someone like Sarah 
Silverman said it, everyone would have 
laughed. Then again, Sarah; faverman 
would probably not have said that. She 
would have said, well, the “C” word. But 
everyone still would have jaughed. | 
know | would fiave. (Again, the address 
is totallygay@vueweekly.com) 


But how does this al! translate to reab 


life? | don’t know. Does it? If you ever 
get called a “foghat” the best defence is 
simply, “Yeah I'm one. What's wrong 
with being a faggot?” If they come up 
with an itemized list of why it's wrong to 
be what they've called you, then I'd sug- 
gest you run. Those aren't the people 
who respond constructively when you 
challenge their assertions. But most 
people won't be able to come up with 
anything other than “I don't know ... 
nothing really, | guess?” or, if they're my 
brother, they'll sit there stunned for a 
second, yell “You're gay!”, then punch 
you in the side with love. 

| guess the lesson we've all learned 
today is that calling someone a faggot Is 
off-limits no matter how funny it may be. 
So in the future, just use fag instead and 
everything will be gravy. w 


Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 


a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people {rather arbitranly chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the pile of astoundingly horrible 
CDs in our offices. 
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EDUCATIONAL 


VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www.vadastudios.com 

1-866-231-8232 


FILM ACTING 
Los Angeles Director 
Tom Logen 


In Edmonton, 
May 4,5, &6 
to teach Actors 
Ages 6 - 9, 10 - 13 
and Adult 
How to Act for Film and TV 
Book your spot today 
(780) 460-4607 


HELP WANTED 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 


We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941 


Full Time Receptionist for high end salon. Please drop 


off resume in person to-10536-124 St or call 496-9977 
for more details, 


LOVE LIVE MUSIC? 


The Starlite Room and Velvet 
Underground are presently 
taking resumes for all positions 
Bartending, porting, bussing, 
gement - you name it! 
 Wyou’ve got a passion for 

live music, drop off a resume 


Granlt at 10030 - 102st 


Attn Wayne or Al 


STUDENTS & 


SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


Phone 426-1996 from 9am-5pm 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 
MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981. 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 430-0408... 


SERVICES 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 

Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 

intervention, information, counseling & public educa- 

tion services. If required we can customize a presen- 

tation to meet your needs. T; (780) 423-4102 / F: 421- 

8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour 
Bnsiefine: 423-4121 


Want to stop smoking? Attend Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: 7pm, every Wed, at Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 105 Ave and 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


Smith Grasdal Studios 
“Turn Your Windows Into Billboards” 
PH: 780 479 5623 
smithgrasdal@hotmail.com 


TEEN OPPORTUNITIES 


The Citadel Theatre's Teens @ The Turn Festival (May 
2007} seeks applications from teens interested in par- 
ticipating in a collective creation about 
violence in our community. Deadline March 16. Visit 
www citadeltheatre.com or call 426-4811 for details 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@yueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space 


The Alberta Foundation for the Arts invites art- 

work submissions by April 1 for possible purchase 

Download applications from www.dffta.ab.ca or call 
(780) 427-9968 {310-000 toll-free). 


Allied Arts Council Centre for the Visual Arts, 
Spruce Grove, Alberta, are currently seeking artists who 
are interested in becoming members, For info: 
wwwalliedartscouncil.com or phone 780-962-0664: 


WANTED: makeup artists, clothing, hair stylist for 


creative work. Looking to submit to local and interna- 
tional magazines. Darren@wolfphoto.ca 780-686-1111 


+? 


Si 


Mon-Fri ¢ Email office@vueweekly.com 


Deadline Tues at Noon « Print legibly on lines at right * Up to 45 Characters per line Every letter, space or mark counts as one character * Allow one space following punctuation 


* Deer College. Apply online 
www. rde.ab.ca/performing_arts 
SEEKING: actors and stage crew to perform bilin- 
gual play (English/some French) from ‘A to Z. Possibly 
to perform at Edmonton's summer festivals. Meet bi- 
monthly, Improvisation friendly. Submit resume (English 


with photo) to: amateurplaywrite2007@gmail.com 


ges heel looking for starter roles in the- 
atre/film, caucasion, 22 


, brown hair/eyes. 
mrs,nightingal jail.com. 
The Works Festival—accepting applications for 


artists. Full tents, co-op tents and consignment 
options available. Deadline: 38. Contact 
dawn@theworks.ab.ca 


The Works Festival—seeking performance artists, 
dancers, music troupes for Stage Line Up 
line; March 30, Contact dawn@theworks.ab.ca 


NEXTFEST is now applications for the 
visual arts, Deadline contact nextfes- 
tarts@gmail.com for more info 


Free tatoos, black and gray, large pictures/portraits, 
artist needs to buld portfolio. Jay 999-8182. 


' collaborative artist/mentor to help me 
integrate stunning photos from Africa into mixed media 
project contrasting Hue with excess. Call Nicole 

9878. 


'WOW-Wild on Words: Creative writing process to 
guide you into self-discovery. Meet bi-monthly on 
Sundays. Gentle feedback is encouraged by all. e-mail: 
feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Model Go Sees at Planet Ze Design Centre Mar. 
18, 12-4pm at 10055-80 Ave. 904-1475 for more info. 


Open Audition for a late summer Film and Numerous 
Murder Mysteries. All ages (18-70) Thu, Apr. 12 at 7 PM 
at the Ramada Hotel 5359 Calgary Trail, (Gateway Blvd.) 


Looking for performing artists, visual artists, 
volunteers for Edmonton Fashion Week. Please 
contact Sandra at 994-8659 if interested or at studio, 
10055-80 Ave Wed-Sat 12-5pm. 


MUSICIANS 


Three piece versatile band seeking person to join who 
can get gigs. Singer or musician. phone 434-0135 


Singer/songwriter in his 50's looking for other 
singer/songwriters to collaborate on new material. 
llitke@epl.ca 


ARIA NETWORKING NIGHT at Velvet 


Underground/Starlite Room, Getting 
Noticwd Working With the Media; Wed, Mar. 28, 
free (ARIA mem 


ber)/$5 (non-member) Phone 428-3372 
Funky style bass player seeking player with 
experience in funk rhythm. Must be from Leduc. 
j.c_mint@hotmail.com 


Experienced hard rock band seeking pro level bass 
player with vocal skills. No beginners/nacks/egomani- 
acs. Band experience mandatory. Henri (780)634-2156. 


ARIA NETWORKING NIGHT at the Velvet 
Underground/Starlite Room, 10030-102 St (428-3372) 
Getting Noticed - Working With the Media; Wed, 
Mar. 28, free (ARIA member)/$5 (non-member) 


DEAD JESUS is currently looking for extraordi- 
nary drummer for the upcoming metal onslaught 
Looking for serious and committed, Call evilglen 780- 
905-8722. 


Bessist wanted for rock/metal, cover/original 
group. 466-3950, 


FIGU is eaten Sark new drummer (pro level) 
for dlbum/tour. Vocals a plus. Experience a must. 
ftgusinger@hotmail.com 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


— a. a5~ . a 
Seni ct nd Tatts son et ; 


© 10303-108St. Edmonton 


rriter seeks to collaborate w/vocalist 
male/female. Covers and originals. 405-4702, 


Death metal band is looking for a drummer for 
recording and touring. Able to rehearse 2-3 times/Wwk, 
able to jam to a metronome. EvilGlen 780-095-8722. 


Smokin’ bass player available for band/fill-ins. 
Young, neat appearance, excellent gear. All styles of 
music. Rod 405-4702, 


Songwriter/musician, 50s, seeks single fem. 
musician/Vocalist, 50s, to hook up rele with. 
Ross 707-3979. 


VOLUNTEER 


Support the Youth Emergency Shelter 
Call 468-7070 to donate today—and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance! 


Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! Call 
Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181. Do you 
remember someone who believed in you when you 

were a child? Be that person in child's life today. All it 

takes is one hour a week. 


The Canadian Cancer Society's 6th annual Relay 
for Life on May 25-26 7pm-7am. Visit 
Wwww.cancerab.ca/relay or call (780) 455-7181 for info. 


Edmonton May Week Labour Arts Festival: 
Looking for volunteers to help with the planning and 
presentation of events, outreach and fundraising 
www.mayweek.ab.ca for info. 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative, leaders 

who want to learn more about liver health. Computer 

designers, health promoters, public speakers are wel- 
come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Melissa 444-1547. 


Volunteers needed to assist with homework for 
school aged immigrants. NE location. Mon & Thu 
6-8pm/Sat 10-12pm and 3-5pm. Great Experience! 
Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Mentors for Children/Youth: Act as a positive role 
model to children/youth in group care. Evenings or 
weekends. 2-3 hrs./wk. Various Edmonton locations. 
Lily @ 432-1137. 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volunteers 
aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: osyc@telus.net 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in fam- 
ilies and schools, and that all adults deserve to have 
real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and help to 
open the gates to community living in your area. 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547. 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunteer 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221. 


SEEKING WELLNESS VOLUNTEERS: 4 hrly work- 
shops for approx.12 adults who register before Spring 
2007. Info: feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 


Leisure Companions: Assist adults with intellectual 
disabilities to participate in leisure activities in their 
homes or in the community. Flexible hours. Various 
Edmonton locations. Lily @ 432-1137. 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


Online/Correspondence 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
7712 104 Ss 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 


‘blind and prin 
edmonton@yoic.. 


ail: 
printeanada.com, or call 451-8331. 


——— ae 
Volunteers needed to assist newcomers wit, _ 


cle setting. Various library locations. Weekdays/s 
aft. Call Judy 424-3545 ext 24g," 


INA Conversation ; a 


Become a distress line volunteer The Suppo; 
Network, 732-6648, www.thesupportnetwork, cor, 


— 
Teach an adult to read and write. We are alway, 
pene for tutors in your area. The Centre fo; 
Family Literacy 421-7323, wwwfamlit.ca 


———————EE 
Volunteers, enjoy working in our dining room ») _ 
D PI t 
Strathcona Sonior Contre, for more ca 


phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5807. 


a 
Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We pay tj, 


gas! Call Seniors Vol. one for more info at 737 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, adil 


(50+) to help seniors with vision loss, For more info 
call Catherine 453-8304, 


————— 
Help alleviate loneliness, depression and provide 


's Outreach 
Program. Please phone Jo Royal at 433-5807 


Puls ebul to seniors by volunteering at th; 
Strathcona Place Senior 


Want to stop smoking? Nicotine Anonymous 
ings: 7pm, every Wed, Ebenezer United Church Ha 
106 Ave, 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 
= prize must be accepted as awarded 


~ fo one may enter any contest more 
than once 


- you may win only once every 60 days 


- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 


- No staff, sponsors or members of thew 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
‘vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 

- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

- Vue Weakly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


REE LINES FOR $15 Printyour adhere... 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


a gitl one time who has a 

. o partner. We did it once 
usi and | pulled out with the 
condom on, prior to ejaculating away 
from her. Her other friend doesn’t use a 
condom and withdraws. 

She called me to say she was preg- 
nant, and | freaked. She didn’t under- 
stand why since she is certain it must be 
the other friends because of their meth- 
ads and regularity. | don't ever want sex 
again, obviously, but do | have a reason 
to worry here? All of a sudden she is 
pregnant and | just happened to be in the 
picture around the same time? I'm scared 
to death. 


LOVE, SHAKING 
VOLUNTEER 
Volunteer at Adult Day Support Program: The 
Association bi Adult Day Support Programs (AADSP) 


assists seniors to remain independent and active. 
Shauna Beauchesne, 434-4747, ext. 4. 


ee 
Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715, 


Brain Memrabaingy Reonarcs at U of A 
seeks individuals ing from for 
research study. Call 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


Research at UofA 

om paces bam neal delivered and are 
suffering from POSTPARTUM IN for 
research study. Call 407-3906. Reimbursement provided. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
stedies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at UofA. Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. 
Reimbursement provided. 


EEE 
Do You Know Someone Who Hes Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451, e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; www.atdr.ab.ca 


Volunteers needed to teach classroom English 
te imamigrants. Downtown. Flexible 
day/evening 3-4hrs/wk. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


DEAR SHAKE 

You're only terrified because there has 
been in recent years if not a literal conspir- 
acy then certainly a strong and concerted 


effort to hide the fact that condoms actual-" 


ly work pretty well. They do, and if you 
come in the condom while it isn’t even 
inside her, then it works really extraordinar- 
ily well. You have been misinformed! Now 
shake off the shackles of ignorance, and 
don’t ever let me hear you say you “don’t 
ever want sex again.” Of course you do, 
just use a condom. Oh, and buy that other 
guy a beer and a subscription to Real Dad 
Magazine. This is so not your problem. 
LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA 

I'm in my first sexual relationship. So far 
there's been a lot of lovely hand and 
mouth action, but no penis-vagina inter- 
course, because | can’t maintain an erec- 
tion with a condom on. She really wants 
genital intercourse—she always had her 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants 
and refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973. 


SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards volun- 
teer program. Must have formal experience/training 
and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecutive 
months. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428. 


Volunteers needed to teach simple Canadian 
recipes to newly arrived immigrants. 
Capilano/downtown. Saturdays 11-1pm, or every 3rd 
Thu 6-8pm. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249 


Volunteers needed to assist newcomers in com- 
pleting their 2006 tax returns. Sat mornings beginning 
March. Training provided. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.cmha-edmon- 
ton.ab.ca. 


WECAN FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks volunteers 
in the Westview Village neighbourhood. 
Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecanfood.com 


ESL Tutors urgently needed! Call PA.LS. at 424 - 
5514 to help someone leam English as a Second 
Language. Training and materials are provided. 


Tired of Smoking? Come join us at Nicotine 
Anonymous. 7pm, Wednesdays at Ebenezer United 
Church, 163 St, 106 Ave, call Gwynn 443-3020. 
7:30pm, Sundays at Henwood Treatment Centre, 
18750-18 St, call Ryan 990-8917 or Jo 479-5969. 


best orgasms that way. She's very experi- 
enced and concurs with my self-pro- 
claimed sex expert friends in saying that 
they've never heard of this before. Am | 
really that unique in experiencing a com- 
plete loss of stimulation with a condom? 
Assuming that we don’t get married, 
my sex life looks pretty bleak if | can’t 
use condoms. Any ideas? 
LOVE, CAN'T FEEL A THING 


DEAR THING 

Well, sure. Don't listen to your self-pro- 
claimed sex expert friends, for one thing. 
I'm a self-proclaimed sex expert myself 
and I've heard of your problem before. 
You may be an extreme case, but no, 
you're not unique. 

It's true that this weird bit of wiring of 
yours is capable of dooming you to a life 
of sexual frustration or sexual diseases, 
depending. So, in escalating order of 
inconvenience, | offer some technical 
solutions: a small amount of lube inside 
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Dr. Dildo discrete and private adult toy 
and movie le arty discounts. 
994-4536. 
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INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32, 
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FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per 
month with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur 
website is currently looking for young attractive 
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Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
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Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
Ne availability; 441-1330 


- Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
3; ask her about special; call for avail- 
ability; 441-1330. 


busty; 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968. 


the condom, thinner condoms, 
polyurethane (plastic) condoms, those odd 
big-head condoms which are supposed to 
flap and rub around your business end in a 
lubricious manner, or— hesitate even to 
Suggest this because it’s actually that bad 
an idea—the female condom. 

If you really can’t feel a damned thing 
through an ordinary rubber rubber, | have 
limited faith in the ability of a drop of lube 
or a different brand of condom to make the 
Earth move for you, but it's easy enough to 
try and shrug in a world-weary manner if it 
doesn't work. The plastic options are a 
much better bet-—they’'re harder to find, 
though, so there'd be no running out to the 
corner store with your pants half-fastened. 

The Avanti polyurethane condom had a 
bad rap for a while but has been tested 
extensively and is actually just as safe as 
anything else. They really are a better 
aesthetic experience all ‘round: thin, 
quick to transmit body heat, don’t taste 
like a mouthful of steel-belted radial and 


Now we probe ze murky depths for ze elusive female condom 


safe to use with baby oil or WD-40 or 
whatever greases your boat. It’s not like 
you'd never know it's there, mind you— 
its a condom, they all suck—but there’s 2% 
chance you'd be able to find your dick in 
the dark while wearing one 
| really don’t want to have to recom- 
mend the female condom. It's expe 
more elusive yet than plastic con 
and, frankly, ridiculous. It’s as long a 
forearm, resembles a jellyfish, makes a 
horrid sloshy crinkling noise and, while it 
looks OK while your lady friend is supine, 
turn her prone or stand her up and it will 
hang low and wobble to and fro and make 
you both giggle, or cry. It's a terrible prod- 
uct, in short, except for one aspect, which 
is surely worthy of notice: it works 
Try the other things first, though. None 

of them resemble an aquarium exhibit 
that happened to lodge itself, unbidden 
up your girlfriend's hoo-ha and that’s 
always a plus if you ask me. 
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